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Sie R. GILBERT STUART 
J | *<' was born at Edinburgh about 
< D 4 the end of the vear 1744. 
Ye After having paffd the ufual 
é *™ courfe of education in that 
elebrated seat of learning, under the 
witron of his father, who is now a Pro- 
effor in the Univerfity, and an accom- 
plithed claffical fcholar. He was intend- 
d for the pra&ice of the law, but his 
pind, formed for general literature, foon 
roke the trammels of a profeflion, which, 
jowever reckoned elegant or liberal, has 
ldom produced a philofepher, a man of 
enius, or a fine writer. To Voet and 
innius he applied as to a neceffary and 
feful tak; but to Montefquieu and 
Hume his mind turned fpontaneoufly, 
vith the glow of enthufiafm and the con- 
tniality of tafte. 

After he had finithed his ftudies in the 
Pniverfity of Edinburgh, he went to 
ondon, to perufe a wider and more 
aried icene of manners ; to converfe with 
hen of letters, and to know the world, 
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On his return to his native country, 
he was created Doétor of Laws by the 
Univerfity of Edinburgh, and in the 
year 1768 he publifhed, Az Hiforical 
Differtation concerning the Antiquity of 
the Englifh Conflitution. The Antiqut+ 
ties of Modern Europe had been recently 
introduced as an objeét of ftudy-by the 
French ; an ingenious and inventive peo- 
ple, whom we are apt to cenfure for Je- 
vity and frivolity, but who, in the path of 
enquiry and refearch, have led the way, 
and fet the example to the cther Euro- 
pean nations. “The public beheld with 
furprize and pleafure, in this early work 
of Dr. Stuart, an extent and depth of 
learning joinéd to an acutenefs and pé- 
netration, which is feldom to be met with 
in a juvenile produétion. 

In this treatife Dr. Stuart had opened 
a track, which his inquifitive and ardent 
mind was to purfue ; and after a filent 
but ftudious interval, he publithed to the 


‘world his great work, A View of Society 


in Europe, in its Progre/s from Rudené/s 
Hz to 
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to Refinement, or Inquiries concerning the 
Hiftory of Law, Government, and-Man- 
mers. He had caretully explored all the 
fources of information, had digged with 
a bold and perfevering hand through the 
rubbifh of many centuries, to bring forth 
the fine monumeuts of antiquity ; and 
by uniting hiftory with law, and faéts 
with reafoning, has erected a fyftem, 
which we may now reckon the code, 
with refpect to the middle’ages. 

Some years before this time, the Rev. 
Dr. Robertfon had courted the acquaint- 
ance of Dr. Stuart, and received many 
obligations from him. In returning the 
attentions of Dr. Robertfon, the fincerity 
of Dr. Stuart was never doubted. But 
what is extraordinary, when the latter 
was induced to ftand a candidate for one 
of the Law Profefforfhips in the Univer- 
iity of Edinburgh, the former was fe- 
cretly hoftile to him. But Dr. Stuart 
being without any fufpicion of the 
friendfhip of Dr. Robertfon, opened his 
mind, and entrafted him with his con- 
fidence. The Reverend Hiftorian ac- 
cepted his confidence, declared that he 
was the fitteft man in the world for the 
place ; and was indefatigably employed, 
in undermining his influence. -By the 
means of Mr. Henry Dundas he was 
fuccefsful in his operations; although 


the fituation had been repeatedly promifed 
to Dr. Stuart. 

It was. during this interval that Dr. 
Stuart publifhed his book about the 
middle Ages; and took the Itberty to 
differ in opinion with Dr, Robertfon, 
upon many points of hittory and anti- 


quities. The Reverend Hiftorian was 
infinitely difgufted, and difcovered the 
mott bitter hoitility to the man whom he 
had firft courted and then betrayed. 

The View of Society was inftantly op- 
pofed and decried with all that infolence, 
meanefs, and fcuriility, which charac- 
terife the Robertfonian fattion; every 
imputation which malice or envy could 
fuggeft was caft upon the author: and 
what made the Scottifh public file, this 
wonderful judgement was given by the very 
fame perfons, who a few months before 
had extolled Dr. Stuart as a rifing and 
moft promifing genius. — 

_« In the profecution of his Inquiries cone 
cerning the Middle Ages, Dr, Stuart pub- 
lithed in the year 1779, Obferwations 


Sketch of Dr. Stuart's Writings. 


he meets with ‘Dr. Robertfon,.and ex. 
amines with great <ccuracy of criticifm, 
the preliminary book of his Scottith Hif- 
tory. He explodes the falfe pretences of 
that author to {cientific inveftigation, and 
unfolds the confufion of ideas which 
never fails to cloud and encumber his in. 
tellest, when he attempts to philofophite, 
The juft obfervations contained in this 
book, are finely contrafted with the keen 
ftrokes of fatire interfperfed through it, 
which place the Reverend Impottor in the 


-moft ludicrous point of view. 


In the year 1780, Dr. Stuart publithed 
his Hiftory of the Reformation of Religion 
in Scotland. This work is written with 
that eafe, impartiality, and dignity, which 
mark a great hiftorian, and was a pro- 
mifing prelude to his Hiffory of the Life 
and Reign of Mary Queen of Scots, which 
he publithed laft year. Few works have 
been more read and admired than this 
celebrated hiftorical production. Dr. 
Stuart hath reftored probability and truth 
to this difputed part.of our annals, and 
vindicated the honour of the Scottih 
Queen from the afperfions of all her ene. 
mies. His portraits of characters ar 
drawn by the hand of a matter ; his fiyle 
is manly, nervous, bold; and by tie 
happieft touches of the hiftoric pencil, he 
hath given the attraétions of novelty toa 
pathetic narrative, which has been f 
often told. The fair fex in particula, 
have been the patrons of this work. The 
gentleft bofoms have heaved the figh of 
compaffion ; the finefl eyes have dropt 
the tear of fympathy, for the diftreffes of 
the innocent and unfortunate Mary. 

Perhaps it was carrying the exultation 
of triumph too far, to challenge the aé- 
verfary whom he had defeated, to defend 
his opinions or to retraét them ; perhaps 
a greater degree of lenity was due toi 
perfon in the decline of his reputation, 
and in the wane of his vodedioniiog 
but the meanefs of his antagonift hati 
proved his exculpation. After the judge 
ment of an impartial public, fo fully 
pronounced, the obftinate filence of Dr 
Robertfon, and his retreat from grount, 
which he was bound in honour to defend, 
can admit but of one interpretation; 
and will hereafter be drawn in_ paral 
with the cowardice of Antony, when lt 
fled from the battle of AGium, and yielé 
ed up the world to his fuccefsful and wi 


‘eoncerniug the Public Law and Conflitys torious rival, 


tional Hiflory of Scotland, Here again 





Jue toa 
uitation, 
anding} 
aft hath 


( 6: ) 


For the WeEsTMINSTER MacaziwneE. 


THE ENG 


LISnhQ THEEATRAR E 


On Saturday Evening, February 21, the new Comepy, Called RE- 
PARATION, was performed at Daury-Lane Tueatre, for the 


firit Time. 


DRAMATIS 
Sir Gregory Glovetop, 
ord Heétic, 
ovelefs, 
Captain O’ Swagger, 
Pickax, 
Belcour, 
‘anus, * 
‘aptain Hardy, 
olonel Quorum, 


PERSON 2. 
Mr. Parfons. 
Mr. Dodd. 
Mr. Brereton. 
Mr. Moody. 
Mr. Baddeley. 
Mr. Farren. 
Mr. Bannifter. 
Mr. Packer. 
Mr, Lewes. 


.ady Betty Wormusood, Mifs Pope. | 

Mi/s Penelope Zodiac, , Mrs. Hopkins. 
{nna, Mrs. Wells. 
arriot, Mrs. Brereton. 
outfay Mifs Farren. 


PF ABL E. 


y OVELESS, a man of family and for- 
P~ tune, in the earlier part of his life be- 
omes enamoured of Julia the daughter 
pf Capt. Hardy, a reduced officer, but 
nding it impoffible to fucceed in his 
ifhes, deceives her by a pretended mar- 
iage. During his intercourfe with her, 
he is delivered of aboy. The father of 
ovelefs, ignorant of this union, infifts 
pn his fon’s marrying a lady of a large 
ortune whom he had chofen, threatening 
him with difinheritance in cafe of a re- 
ufal. After fome conflict he difclofes to 
uliathe deception he had praétifed on her, 
ho, fhocked at the recital, flies from him 
vith her infant child. The death of his 
ife leaves him in the wifh and power to 
ake reparation to Julia, but unable to 
nd out the place of her retreat, and 
ppofing her dead, he refolves to leave 
ngland, At this period the piece com- 
nences, and we find him difclofing his 
efulution to Belcour, a friend of his, 
hom he has come down to fee at the feat 
f Lord Heétic, a vain man of fafhion, 
ho fancies himfelf a man of prowefs in 
ite of an infirm conftitution, and who 
y the affiftance of an Irith coufin, Capt. 
D’Swagser, has made fome advances to 
ouifa a young widow in the neighbour- 
ood, who afterwards proves to be the 
lia whom Lovelefs had deceived. Bel- 


cour endeavours to diffuade him from his 
refolution, at the fame time difclofinga 
difhonourable paffion he had himfelf con- 
ceived for Harriot, daughter to Sir Gre- 
gory Glovetop, formerly a Gentleman 
Uhher to the old Court, but which he de- 
clares he will defift from, on hearing his 
friend’s ftory. Lord Heétic continues to 
purfue his plans upon the widow, by the 
help of Janus, a pettifogging attorney, 
while Lady Betty Wormwood, fifter to 
Lord Heétic, endeavours to prevent them, 
from a fear her brother fhould be feduced 
into a marriage, and herfelf deprived oF 
his inheritance. In this the is affifted by 
Mifs Penelope Zodiac, a friend of hers, 
from a general diflike to women who have 
claim to beauty, as wel] as from an appre- 
henfion that fhe has engaged the heart of 
Colonel Quorum, a magiftrate in the 
neighhorhood, whom fhe wifhes to attach 
to herfelf. Various ftratagems are prac- 
tifed upon the widow, who has been driven 
from the houfe of Sir Gregory Glovetop, 
where fhe had refided with her friend Har- 
riot, by the libertine importunities of his 
Lordhhip, and the mifreprefentations of his 
fifter. Lovelefs and Belcour, on being 
confulted by Lord Heétic, begin to feel 
an intereft in Louifa’s ftory, and would 
affift her, did not his Lordthip aflure them, 
fhe was partial to his wifhes, and would 
comply of courfe. During the confli& of 
thefe different interetts, in which Louifa 
is driven to every {pecies of diftrefs, T.ove- 
lefs receives a letter from Capt. Hardy, 
the father of his Julia, to whom he had 
now difclofed the ftory of his deceiving 
his daughter, and who infifts upon imme- 
diate fatisfa€tion. _ Unable to lift his arm 
againft the father of his injured love, he 
comes to Lord Heétic toconfult him, and 
entering abruptly into his apartment, he 
difcovers the widow my Lord had men- 
tioned, and who had-come there on a bu- 
finefs of diftrefs, to be his own loft Julia; 
an eclairciflement enfues, and having 
afterwards fatisfied the refentment of Capt, 
Hardy, and appealed hie rage, by ape 
pealing to his heart in behalf of his 
daughter’s offspring, the REPARATION 
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made by marrying Louifa. Colonel Quo- 
rum, the honourable admirer of Louifa, 
as likewife fatished, though with the dif- 
appointment of his addreiles, on finding 


Scene frem Merope. 






her united to the man of her heart. §), 


Gregory contents to his daughter Harriet’, 
marriage with Belcour, and: the piece 
concludes. 








ftab her Son. 


RESPHONTES, King of Meffene, 
C having béten murdered by Potiphon- 
tes, Foitthas an infant fon of that king 
and Merope, was conveyed by Narbas to 
adiftant land, out of the aflaflin’s power. 
Several years afterwards, a young man 
was feized by Merope"s guards, for hav- 
ing killed a youth who affaulted him in 
the temple of Hercules, at forme diftance 
from Meffene. The Queen believes the 
fuivivor to be the murderer of Egifthus 
her fon, and condemns him to death at 
the tomb of Crefphentes, 


_ Mérope. [Near the Tomb. 
BRIG forth that horrid vitim to my 


fats 
YT mui ‘avert fore new unheard of tor- 


A 


MEV is 
That may be equal to his crime; alas! 
Nyt to iny grict, that were impoffible. 
Frifiduse 
Dear heve 1 boug’: thy momentary kind- 


nefs, 
Guardians 6f innocence, protect me. now ! 
Euricles. 
Before the traitor fuffers, let him name 
His vile dccomplices. 
Merope. [Coming forward. 
He muft ; he hall: 
Say, mronfter, what iridue’d thee toa crime 
So horrible to nature! how had I 
Ever injur’d thee ? 
Evifthus. 
Now bear me witnefs, gods, 
‘You who revenge the perjuries of men, 
Bt c’er my lips knew traud or bafe im- 
poltuve ; 
I told t €e nought but fimple truth; thy 
heart, 
Fierce as it was, relented at my tale, 
And you firetch’d forth a kind proteéting 
hand ; 
$6 foon is juftice weary of her tafk ? 


Unweeting I have fhed fome precious blood: 


Whole wa's it, tell me, what new int’relt 
{ways thee ? 
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SCENE from Vou TarRe’s celebrated Tragedy called MEROPE, being ay 
Explanation of the Hiftorical Plate, defcribing the Queen of MESSENE going to 






Merope. 
What int reft ? barbarian ! 
' Egifthus. 
O’er her cheek 
A deadly palenefs fpreads : it wounds my 
foul 
To fee her thus. O I wow’d fpill my 
blood 
A thoufand times to fave her. 
Merepe, 


Subtle villain! 
How artfully diffembied is that grief! 
He —_ nie, and yet feems to weep my 
ate. 
| She falls back into the arms of Ifmenia, 
Euricless 
Madam, rev nge yourielf, xe venge the 
* laws, 
The caufe of ‘nature, and the blood e 
kings. 
Egifihus. 
Is this the royal juitice of a court ? 
Ye praifg and flatter firft, and then con 
demn me. 
Why did I leave my peaceful folitude! 
O good old man, what will thy forrows by, 
And thou, unhappy mother, whofe de 


voice 
So oft foretold — 

Merope. 

Barbarian, and haft thou 


A mother? T had been a mother yet 
But for thy rage, thou hait deftroy'd my 


fon. 
Egifthus. 

If I am thus unhappy, if he was 
Indeed thy fon, I ought to fuffer for it; 
But though my hand was guilty, yet a 
heart 
Was innocent: heav’n knows I would 

have giv’n : 
This day my life to fave or his or thine, 


Merope. . 
Did’ft thou take this armour from him! 
Egifthus. ; 
No: 


It is my own. 
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Merope. 
Whar fay’ thou? 
Egiftbus. 
ci ¥es; I {wear 
By thee, by him, by all thy anceftors, 
My father gave to me that precious gift. 
: Merope. . 
hy father! where? in Elis? how he 
moves me! 
hat was his name? fpeak, an{wer. 
Egifibus. 
Polycletes : 
"ve told thee fo already. 
Merope. 
O thou riv’t 
y heart : what foolifh pity topp’d my 
vengeance ? 
tis too much: affift me, friends, bring 





here 
The monfter, the perfidious 
[ Lifting up the dagger. 
O ye manes 


Df my dear fon, this bloody arm—— 
Narbas. [Entering ona _— 
O gods! 
hat woud’ft thou do? 
Merope. 
Who calls? 
Narbas. 
Stop: ftop—alas ! 
I but name his mother, he’s undone. 
Merope. 


Narbas. 
Stop! 
Egifibus. [Turning to Narbas. 
My father ! 
Merope. 
Ha! his father! 
Evifihus. {To Narbas. 
fhat do I fee? and whither wert thou 
going ? 
ain’it thou to be a witnefs of my death ? 
Narbas. 
, madam, go no further: Euricles, 
emove the vidtim, let me {peak to thee. 
Euricles. 
[Takes away Egifthus, and fhuts up 
the lower part of the feene.] 
heav'n ! 


Die, traitor, 


Merope. [Coming forward. 
Thou mak’ft me tremble ; I was going 
avenge my fon. 
Narbas. [Kneeling down, 
‘To facritice—Egifthus, 
; Merope. 
githus! ha! 







Scene from Merope. ' 63 


Narbas. 
*Twas he, whom thy rafh arm 
Had well nigh flain; believe me, ‘twas 
Egifthus. 
Merope. 
And lives he then ? 
Nartas. 
Tis he, it is your fon. 
Merope. 
{ Fainting away in the arms of Ifmenia. 
I die! 
T/menta. 
Good heav'n! 
Narbas. {To I/menia. 
Recall her fleeting f{pirits 5 
This fudden tranfport of tumultuous joy, 
Mix’d with anxiety and tender tears, 
May quite o’erpow’r her. 
Merope. {Coming to herfelf. 
Narbas, is it you ? 
Or do I dream ? is it my fon? where is he? 
Let him come hither. 
Narbas. 
No: refrain your love, 
Reftrain your tendernefs. 
{To I/menia. 
O keep the fecret ; 
The fafety of the queen, and of Egilthus, 
Depend on that. 
Mer ope. 
Alas! and muf frehh danger 
Embitter my new joys? O dezr Egifthus, 
What cruel god itilis keeps thee trom thy 
mother ? 
Was he reftor’d but to afflict me more ? 
Narbas. 
You knew him nat, and wou'd have {lain 
your fon: 
If his arrival here be once difcoyer’d, 
And you acknowledge him, he’s loft for 


ever. 

Diffemble therefore, for thou know’ it that 
guilt 

Reigns in Meffene: thou art watch'd ; be 
cautious. 


Poliphontes fufpe&ting Egifthus, deter- 
mines to deftroy him; but Meropetys n 
order to preferve her child, promifes to 
marry the tyrant, and the tragedy con- 
cludes by Egifthus attacking Poliphonts 
at the altar, and killing him at the mo- 
ment the ceremony was to take place. The 
young man then mounts the throne amicdft 
the embraces of his mother, and the ac- 
clamations of the people, 
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O THOU who wanteft nothing, who 
art worthy of adoration, I reverence 
thee, O thou who employeft thy arms for 
my fecurity, who haft thoufands of thou- 
fands of weapons: fcatter my enemies, 
and deftroy them: for thou, ruler, art 
fupreme, in every part of nature. Exert, 
tor my protection, thy powers which are 
ever the earth, the air, and the heavens, 
and under the earth; which fhew them- 
felves in the plains, in the vegetation of 
. the trees, in the various fpecies of living 
creatures, in the waters, and in food 
provided for the fupport of life. .Thou 
who deflroyeft all which eat the food and 
drink the waters, who art amidit the high- 
way and in the places of worfhip ; in all 
thou art the infinite ruler: in every one [ 
mnplore thee to proteé&t me, and to difarm 
my enemies. ‘Io thee, and all thy other 
various powers and attributes not here 


BRAMIN’s 


{Tranflated from the Persrc, 
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PRAYER. 


by C. W. B. Rouse, Efq.J 


enumerated, I offer reverence. Ten tima 
towards the Eaft, ten times towards th 
South, ten times towards the Welt, an 
ten times towards the North, I bow ay. 
felf before thy earthly powers and invok 
their aid, that I may enjoy health and & 
the deftruftion of mine enemies. Ta 
times towards the Eaft, ten times towark 
the South, ten times towards the Wel, 
ten times towards the North, and tw 
times with my eyes on Heaven above, 
bow myfelf before thy aerial and heaven 
ly powers, whofe arrows are the win 
and rain. I invoke their aid that I my 
enjoy health and fee the deftruction ¢ 
mine enemies. Every one of thel ij 
Ruder, whofe infinite power I reverenc 
Ruder, whofe fulnefs is in all. All the 
has been, it is He. All that is, it is H 
All that fhall be, it is He. 





For the WastTMINSTER MaGaziNeE. 


On Ss I 


SINCERITY is the brightelt quality in 
any man’s charaéier. How feldom 
found! 

Thofe who want it, when difcovered, 
Joft that confidence, without which no 
dealing can be carried on by mankind. — 

Heaven help that man who fhould be 
found defitute of Sincerity. 

Every man, and every woman, knows 
the value of this jewel, Sinverity, for even 
thofe affume it who have it not. This 
produces hypocrify, and what vice is there 
that hypocrify is not equal to? 

“© Sincerity is a jewel.” Since the lofs 
of the India bill in the L——, that has 
been the general cry— 

** Sincerity 1s a jewel,” fays the noble 
L—, when making a promife whieh he 
never intends to perform. 

‘+ Sincerity is a jewel,” fays the lover, 
when fuing tor happinefs from the woman 
he is detgymined to ruin and abandon, 








N C E R I 


= 




































A SHANDEAN RHAPSODY 


“ Sincerity is a jewel,” fays the moi 
patriot, when applying for the interef 
intends to abufe. 

‘* Sincerity is a jewel,” fays the cred 
tor to his debtor, while he knows abailil 
waits at the door to arreft him. 

In arbitrary governments /ncerity! 
{carce ever to be found. The Grit 
Signor fends for his Vizier ; they fup! 
gether on terms of the warmeft cordialif 
‘The Vizier returns home, and there fi 
the Signor’s mutes to prefent him with 
pelfoned bow] or the bow ftring. : 

In matriniony, where one mind fhow 
rule both bodies, how feldom do we fi 
this valuable—much to’ be withed 4 
commodity—Sincerity ! 

He who pofleffes it is wonderful. 

He who has it not is a monfter ! 

Ir is the greateft defideratum in hums 
conduct. 
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For the 


REFLECTIONS on the CONSTITUTION of IRELAND. 
Plan for the Improvement of that Ifland. 


WHILsT Irifthmen, without diftin&tion, 
unite to maintain the conftitution, 
they thould enlarge their views, and en- 
deavour to reform it. ~ With all its boafted 
excellence, it labours under imperfections 
hottile to the rights of freemen. ‘The re- 
prefentation of the people, in the great 
national fenate, is, in many inftances, 
arbitrary, p rtial, and inadequate. 

So long as a majority of the commons 
is compofed of members for boroughs, 
which, compared with the nation at large, 
are infignificant, and where a few indi- 
viduals, devoted to the felfifh and im- 
perious will of a ftill fmaller number of 
abfolute grandees, have the fole power of 
election, a fpirit of venality muft pervade 
the political fyitem. To extirpate this 
radical evil, to procure fuch an addition 
to the commons as will render them the 
real and more equal reprefentatives of the 
people, to eftablifh a mode of election 
which would place the freehold tenantry, 
upon fuch occafions, beyond the cogni- 
zance and the power of landlords, who 
ufurp a moft unrighteous domination over 
their liberty, and the dictates of their 
confcience, are objeéts which fhould en- 
gage the {pirited and perfevering efforts of 
every friend to the true intereft of his 
country. If they were obtained, and our 
parliament {till more limited in’ its du- 
ration, we might flatter ourfelves with the 
hope of enjoying not only external but 
internal freedom. We might hope, that 
as the parliament of England have relin- 
quithed all claim of legiflative authority 
over us, her minilters, and our own, 
would ceafe to corrupt our reprefentatives. 
Then the balance of the conftitution 
would be preferved, which, at prefent, is 
injured by an ariftocratical influence that 
deltroys the freedom of the legiflative 
body, and extends through all the depart- 
ments of ftae. Men, dependent on the 
crown by places and penlions, would not 
have.a voice in parliameot. Provifion 
would be made for the fupport of Irith 
ambafladors at foreign courts, who would 
pay more attention to our interelts, efpe- 
cially to commercial tranfattions, which 
are of fo much coniequence to our pro- 
sperity, than thofe fent from a country 
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whofe concerns they muft always prefer to 
thofe in which the advantage of this king- 
dom is involved. From a regard to the 
fafety of Ireland in future, to fupport its 
independence, and to prevent diiputes 
with England, which has relinquithed for 
ever all claim to power in sefpe& to our 
maritime affairs, fuch a naval force would 
be eftablithed, as would be fufficient, in 
time of war, to protect our trade and our 
coatts from the depredations of our ene- 
mies. Our laws wouid be revifed., Th: fe 
which relate to crimes wou'd be {oftened 
in the punifhments they infli&, to as not 
to violate the principles of juttice and hu- 
manity. ‘The revenue laws, which are {o 
hoftile to the rights cf the fubje&, that 
they ought not to be to be tolerared in a 
free ftate, would be entire!'y changed. 
The price of land, having reduced niul- 
titudes to a ftate of wretchednefs, wouid 
be reduced upon the fame principle which 
has confined the value of other articles 
within the limits of moderation. Thot 
we might reap the expected advantage 
from our extended liberty of commerce, 
ftatutes would be enacted to cherifh our 
arts, trades, and manufactures. In equaliz~ 
ing the duties upon articles imported fiom 
the Weft-Indies, a due regard would be 
paid to the relative fiiuation and riches of 
England and this country, that the change 
which has taken place in that branch of 
trade, may be beneficial and not huttul 
to us. 

If the pecple were fairly reprefented in 
the great legifilative council, the members 
elected by them could not have an intereit 
feparate from that of ther conilituents, 
and thefe, with every other advantage, 
would be obtained, conducive to national 
profperity. The influence of a minitter, 
whee unconftitu tonal principles and meas 
fures of government, have tarnifhed the 
glory and fhaken the foundations of the 
Britifh empire, has rendered unfucceistul 
the late attempt to reform the p: riament 
of England; this, inftead of difcouraging, 
fhould furnthh us with a new motive to 
be ftrenuous in purfuit of the fime obied, 
as it isan additional proof of the pollution 
of a fource from whence have flowed apen 
us large flicams of corruption, It wou d 
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be honourable to encreafe the reputation 
we have already acquired, by fetting be- 
fore our filter country, in this inftance, an 
example of public virtue. Trifhmen, united 
in their defires and exertions for accom- 
plifhing this effential improvement of the 
conttizution, mult be fucceisful. 

Phe period of returning to parliament 
new members faft approaches. Should 
thoie chofen by the countries and indepen- 
dent boroughs, though the m:mority, be 
men of approved integrity, their efforts, 
infpirited by the inflrugtions of their con- 
ftituents, and fupported by the general 
voice, weuld be irrefiftible. An incentive 
more glorious cannot be conceived. Never 
was there a time when the public mind 
was fo well prepared for being actuated 
by its utmoft force. The vigour and the 
fentiments which have wrought for us fo 
great and fo unexpected a deliverance, 
fhould animate our frecholders to ipurn 
every attempt of connexions, or of power, 


to make them proftitute 
fhould teach them, on the day of election, 
examine the objects of their choice with 
an attentive, difcriminating eye, and to 


their votes; 


reject with indignation the fervile inftru. 
ments of venality and corruption, If the 
flame of patriotifm, which, for almott five 
years, has burned in the breafts of our 
people with fo pure and fo bright a luftre, 
be not permitted to die, if Irithmen con. 
jinue to be jult to themfelves, what a coin. 
cidence of cireumftences diffufe a cheering 
light upon our profpect! Emencipated 
from fore:gn bondage ; by the blefiing of 
peace, our intercourfe, with new advan. 
tages, opened with the feveral nations of 
Europe, with Africa. with the Wet. 
Indies, with our brethren in America, 
who, after a glorious ftruggle, have, with 
us, attained the accomplifhment of their 
withes, 

W.cC, 
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ANECDOTES of the Celebrated Mons. LINGUET. 


ME. Linguet was, for ten years, one 
of the moft diftinguifhed ‘counfellors 
ef the parliament of Paris. He fhone 
equally in oratory and compofitien. It 
has been remarked, that of a hundred 
and thirty caufes, all of them important, 
in which he had engaged during that 
period, he loft only nine. His enemies 
attributed this unparalleled fuccefs to the 
charms of his eloquence; his more candid 
judges, to the delicacy which dirccted him 
in the choice of his fuits. 

Whilft Mr. Linguet was thus difplaying 
his ufeful and aétive talents at the bar, he 
employed himfelf likewife in the culti- 
vation of polite literature and philofophy. 
‘The boldnefs of his principles, the no- 
velty of his views, and too great a free- 


com in his examination of the fyftems 


eltablithed and the fe&s prevailing in 
Frince, made him powerful enemies, even 
in the miniftry, in that country, where, as 
it 1s well known, there is at leaft as much 
cabal and party-fpirit as in our own; with 
ihis difference, that in Eagland the objeés 
are great, andthe means public; whereas 
w France, parties are formed and imbit- 


* Appel a la Poftérité, 


tered for trifles, and myftery prefides over 


intrigue. 


In the revolution which fome years ago 


interrupted all judicial order in France, 


Mr. Linguet having fuffered, on the part 
of the parliament of Paris, and, ult. 
mately, on that of government itlelf, tho 
fhocking injuries, of which the parti- 
culars may be feen in the work which he 
publifhed three years ago*, fought an 
He there undertook 
a periodical work, entitled Azaales Polia 
tiques, Civiles, & Littéraires du 18eme 
Siécle; which met with a very favourable 
reception throughout Europe. This had 
been preceded by a printed letter to the 
Count de Vergennes, one of the French 
minifters, with whom he had moft caufe 
This letter has been 
confidered by the critics as a ftriking mo- 
nument of energy, eloquence, and can- 
It was of fuch a nature as to leave 
a deep and lafting impreffion on the mind; 
and it is {ufficiently evident that it has not 


afylum in England. 


to be diffatisfied. 
dour. 


failed of this effe&. 


At the approach of the ruptwxe between 
England and France, Mr, Linguet having 
quitted 
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quitted the former, through a patriotic de- 
licacv which has been regretted, though 
not cenfured, by the Engh/b; and having 
perfuaded himfelf, that on the parole of 
the Count de Vergennes he might go to 
France to profecute his interefts there ; he 
was arre(ted, on the 27th of September, 
1780, by virtue of a Lettre-de cachet, and 
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conducted to the Baftille, where he re- 
mained full twenty months ! 

Englifhman! art thou duly fenfible of 
thy happinefs, in being a citizen of that 
bleft county in which Battilles and Inqui- 
fitions are unknown, except in the horrid 
recitals imported from the neighbouring 
fhores of defpotilm and flavery ? 








For 





theeé WESTMINSTER MAGazINe. 


New Description of the Istanp of JOANNA. 






The late attempts made by our political neighbours the Dutch, to fettle on this fertile 
ifland (whofe natives are remarkable for their hofpitality to the Englifh nation, in 
preference to all other Europeans), has occafioned this part of the globe to become 
an object of public attention, The following authentic account of it is written by 
the ingenious Major Rooke, who landed there about two years fince. 


(THOUGH this is not the largeft, yet it 

may be reckoned the principal of the 
Comora Iflands ; it claims fovereignty over 
and exacts tribute from all the others: 
thele pretenfions it is however fometimes 
oblized to affert by the fword, and at 
prefent meditates an expedition againft 
Mayotta which is in a ftate of rebellion ; 
the natives on being afked the caufe of 
their war with that people, reply «* Mayotta 
like America :” they get their fupplies of 
arms and ammunition from fhips that 
touch here, and the arrival of fo large a 
fleet as the prefent will prove very featon- 
able to them, as it is cuftomary for all to 
make prefents of arms and powder to the 
Prince when he pays a vifit on board, 
which he does to every one; a falute is 
the compliment due on that occafion, but 
as our guns are fhotted, an apology is 
made for the omiffion of that ceremony, 
and the Prince readily admits of it pro- 
vided he receives a number of cartridges 
equal to the guns that would have been 
fired, 

‘The King lives at a town about twelve 
miles off on the eaft fide of the ifland, two 
Princes of the blood refide here; on going 
their ound of vifits they fail not to afk 
for every thing they fee which ftrikes their 
fancy, and of courfe the honor of making 
a preient to a Prince, induces one at fit 
readily to grant what they reque(t; but 
no fooner is that done than they make 
freth applications till we are reduced to the 
tude neceffity of putting the negative on 
molt of them, ‘Thele great perfonages 


are very richly drefled and attended by a 
humerous fuite of flaves who like their 


princely mafters are much ftruck with the 
objects they fee, but ule lefs ceremony in 
their manner of obtaining them: Thele 
black Princes (for that is the complexion 
of them and all the inhabitants) have by 
foine means or other obtained the titles of 
Prince of Wales and Prince Will, the 
former has, I fuppofe, been jocofely called 
fo by fome Englifhmen as being the heir 
apparent, and the natives have adopred the 
term, not the only one they borrow from 
us ; they have an officer ftiled Purfer Jack, 
who feems to be at the head of the finance- 
depdrta:ent ; of dukes they have a pro- 
digious number, who entertain us at their 
hotels for a dollar per day, and give us for 
dinner very good rice and curry; thefe 
noblemen, together with a numerons tribe 
of others of all ranks, make the earlieft 
application to every one to folicit the 
honor of his company and cuftom, even 
before the fhip h:s let go its anchor they 
come along fide in their canoes and pro- 
duce written ceitificates of their honefly 
and abilities from thofe who have been 
here before, the purport of which is to in- 
form you that the bearer has given them 
good cheer, wathed their linen well, and 
fupplied cheir ship punétually with all forts 
of r+frefhments. The effect is ftriking 
and fingular on entering the road, to fee 
a valt number of canoes which are made 
of trunks of trees hollowed out with three 
or four black fellows in each, their faces 
turned tawards the front of the canoe, 
with paddles formed like a fpade, digging 
away in the water, and moving with no 
fmall velocity : to keep thefe cockle- hells 
fleady, and prevent them from over- 
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Defeription 


fetting, they have what is termed an out- 
rigger: it is compofed of two poles laid 
acrois the upper part of the canoe, and 
extending fevers] feet beyond the edges 
thereof on each fide, joined at the extre- 
mities by two flat pieces of wood, fo that 
it appears like a {quare frame laid acrofs 
the canoe; they are very long, but fo 
narrow tht one perf -n only can fit breadth- 
ways. ‘The price of every article here is 
regulated, and each thip has it’s con- 
tractor, who enga-es to fupply it with 
necal-res at the etlablithed rate, but I 
believe it is in many cafes excecded by the 
grest demand and ihe eagernefs of half- 
ftarved people to obtam froth ftock. 

We find no other animals for our fea- 
provifions but bullocks, goats and fowls, 
the fefon for oranges is palt, but we get 
mott other tropical truits, and whatever we 
want, have only to give in a lift toa duke, 
and he provides us therewith: this, you 
will fay, is a new character for a duke to 
appear in, and fuch it feems to be, but it 
is in fa& only owing to the mode, they 
are their ewn ftewards, and difpofe of the 
produce of their eilates themfelves, which 
noblemen of other countries do by the 
intermediate aid of an agent; they at leaft 
aé& confiftcnt with their charaéters by an 
urbsnity of manners, which one is fur- 
prized to meet with in a pecple inhabiting 
a fmal! fpo: fecluded from the rett of the 
civilized world. They have a regular 
form of government, and exercife the Ma- 
hometan religion; b. th were introduced - 
by Arubians, who patied ever from the 
continent and fubdued the country; the 
original Joanna natives are by no means 
thoroughly reconciled to this ufurpation, 
and ftill look upon their conquerors with 
anevileye. Like the fertiments fo are 
the colours of thefe two races of men very 
different, the Arabs have not fo deep a 
tinge as the others, being of a yellowifh 
copper complexion, with better features 
and a more animared countenance; they 
eonfider a black freak under the eyes and 
biack teeih as ornamental : the former they 
make-every day at their toilettes with a 
Pp unting brufh dipt in a kind of ointment, 
the latter is principally caufed by the 
chewing ef the betel nut; this cuftom, 
which prevails in all Battern countries, 
ac{weis to the fafhion of imoking iobacco 
or teking fhuff with us, except that with 
them it is more general : no one is with- 
out a purfe or bag of betel, and it is 
looked on as a piece of civility to offer it 
to your friend, when you meet him or 
puke leaye; itis a {mall nut of the fize o 


of ‘foanna. 


a filberd, that grows on a creeping plant 
like a vine ; together with the betel nut, 
are chewed the leaves of the areca (a kind 
of palm-tree) and a fmall quantity of 
chinam or lime, made of calcined hells, 
is added. 

Their religion licenfes a plurality of 
wives, and likewife concubines ; they are 
extremely jealous of them, and never allow 
any man to fee the women, but female 
ftrangers are admitted into the Harem, 
and fome Englifh ladies, whofe curiofity 
has lead them there, make favourable re. 
ports of their beauty and richnefs of ap. 
parel, difplayed in a profufion of orna. 
ments of gold, filver, and beads, in form 
of necklaces, bracelets, and ear-rings; 
they wear half a dozen or more in each, 
through holes bored all along the outer 
rim of the ear. 

The men feem not to look with an eye 
of indifference on our fair countrywomen, 
notwithitanding they are of fo different 
a complexion ; one of the firft rank among 
them being much fmitten with an Englith 
young lady, wifhed to make a purchafe of 
her at the price of five thoufand dollars, 
but on being informed that the lady would 
fetch at leatt twenty times that fum in 
India, he lamented that her value was fo 
far fuperior to what he could afford to 
give. 

Thefe people are very temperate and ab- 
ftemious, wine being forbidden them by 
the law of Mahomet, but that prophet 
feems to have had lefs compaffion on his 
followers when he enjoined them the fat 
of Ramazan, latting for a month, during 
which they never tafte of any thing from 
fun-rife to fun-fet ; it is now about half 
over, and with furprize we fee them every 
day toiling in the heat of che fun, nor 
will the greateft thirft they can fuffer juftify 
the bare wetting the lips, T'hey are fre- 
quent in prayer, attending their mofques 
three or four times a day ; we are allowed 
to enter them on condition of taking of 
our thoes. Thefe buildings are regular 
but quite plain ; in prayer they proftrate 
themielves on the ground, frequently 
kifling it, and exprefling very fervent de- 
votion. 

The town is clofe to the fea, fituated at 
the foot of a very high hill, and abouta 
mile and a half in circuit ; the houfes are 
inclofed either with high ftone wails or 
palings made with a kind of reed, and the 
ttreets are little narrow alleys, extremely 
intricate, and forming a perfect labyrinth; 
the better kind of houfes are built of ftone 


-within a court-yard, kaye a portico to 
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Abfurd Cuftoms of the Natives. 


fhield them from the fun, and one long 
and lofty room where they receive guetts : 
the other apartiments are facred to the 
women ; the fides of their 1ooms are co- 
vered with a number of fmall mirrors, bits 
of china-ware and other little ornaments, 
that they ptocure from thips which come 
here to refrefh : the moft fuperb of them 
are furnifhed with cane fophas, covered 
with chintz and fattin mattrefles: moft of 
the people fpeak a little Englith, they pro- 
fe(s a particular regard for our nation, and 
are very fond of repeating to you that 
« Joanna-man and Englifh-man all bro- 
thers,” and never fail to afk ‘* how King 
George do?” In general they appear to be 
a courteous and well difpofed people, and 
very fair and honeft in their dealings, 
though there are amongft them, as in 
all other nations, fome vicioufly inclined, 
and theft is much praétifed by the lower 
clafs, notwithftanding the punifhment of 
it is very exemplary, being amputation of 
both hands of the delinquent. 

The inhabitants of this ifland, like thofe 
of moft hot and tropical countries, are in- 
dolent, and do not improve by their 
labour the richnefs of that foil with which 
nature has bleft them: climate here fa- 
vours végetation to fuch a degree as 
requires little toil in the hufbandman, but 
that little is denied, fo that beyond oranges, 
bananas, pine-apples, cocoa-nuts, yams, 
and purflain, (all growing fpontaneoufly) 
few vegetables are met with; mor are the 
natural beauties of the ifland inferior to its 
other advantages of plenty and fertility, 
the face of the country is very piéturefque 
and pleafing, its fcenes are drawn by the 
bold ftrokes of nature’s matterly pencil : 
lofty mountains cloathed to their very 
fummits ; deep and rugged vallies adorned 
by frequent cataraéts and cafcades ; woods, 
rocks, and rivulets, intermixed in * gay 
theatric pride” form the landfcape: groves 
are feen extending over the plains, to the 
very edge of the fea, formed principally 
by cocoa-nut trees, whofe long and naked 
ftems leave a clear uninterrupted paflage 
beneath, while their tufted and overfp:ead- 
ing tops form a thick fhade above, and 
keep off the fcorching rays of the fun ; in 
thefe we pitch our tents, and enjoy a fhort 
reliet from the ennui of a tedious voyage. 


In the interior part of the ifland, fur- 
rounded by mountains of a prodigious 
height, and about fifteen miles from this 
town, is fituated a facred lake half a mile 
in circumference, the adjacent hills co« 
vered with lofty trees, and the unfre- 
quented folitude of the place, feem more 
calculated to infpire religtous awe in thofe 
who v:fit this fequeftered f{pot, than any 
fanétity that is to be difcovered in a parcel 
of wild ducks inhabiting it, which aré 
deified and worfhipped by the original 
natives, who confult them as their oracles 
on all important affairs, and facrifice to 
them : being extremely averfe to condué 
ftrangers there, they ftipulate that all guns 
fhali be left at a place five miles from the 
lake ; the worfhip paid to theie birds ens 
fures their fafety and tranquillity, and 
rendering them of courfe perfectly tame 
they fearlefly approach any one who goes 
there: the Arabian part of the iflanders 
hold this barbarous fuperftition in the ute 
moft deteftation, but dare not forbid the 
practice, of it fo bigotted to it are the others. 

This ifland produces no great variety of 
birds or beafts; amongft the former the 
Madagafcar Bat is the moft curious on 
account of its fize and form, its dimen 
fions between the extremities of each wing 
when extended, are near a yard, and of 
its body, from the tip of the nofe to the 
tail, about nine inches: the wings are of 
the fame texture as thofe of the common 
bat, but the body is covered with a furr 
exactly of the colour and quality of that 
of a fox, to which animal it bears like- 
wife a perfe&t refemblance in its head, and 
for that reafon fome call it the flying fox 5 
they abound on the coaft of Africa, and 
in the ifland of Madagafcar, where they 
are much larger than here; they are faid 
to be of a very voracious nature, and to 
deitroy fowls and other domeftic animals, 

The heat at Joanna ftands between 80 
and go degrees on the thermometer. It 
lies in long. 44 deg. 25 min. eaft; latit, 
12 deg. o min. fouth, between the conti- 
nent of Africa and Madagafcar. 





*,* An account of Major Rooke’s Trae 
vels may he feen in our Review for 
Septembes lait, page 485. 
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For th WestTM1INSTER MAGAZINE. 


CRITICAL OBSERVATIONS on SHAKESPEARE’s TRAGEDY 
or RICHARD tue THIRD. 


loan 


Richard the Third’’ ts a popular tra- 
gedy : yet the poet, in his principal cha- 
sactr, has connected deformity of body 
with every vice that can poilute buman 
nature. Nor are thofe vices difguifed or 
foftened. The hucs and lineaments are 
as dark and as deep!y imprefledtis we are 
capable of conceiving. Neither do they 
receive any coniiderable mitigation from 
the virtues of any other perfons repre- 
fented in the pocm. The vices of Ri- 
chard are not to feive as a foil or a teft to 
their virtues ; for the virtues and inno- 
cence of others ferve no other purpoie 
than to aggravate his hideous guilt. Fn 
reality, we ure not much attached by af- 
fe&tion, admiration, or efteem, to any 
character in the tragedy. The mevit of 
Edward, Clarence, and fome others, is 
fo undecided, and has fuch a mixture of 
weakneis, as hinders us from entering 
deeply into their interefts. Richmond is 
fo little feen, bis goodnefs is fo general or 
unfeatured, and the difhculties he has to 
encounter are fo remote fiom view, are 
thrown, if I may ule the expreffion, fo 
far into the back ground, and are fo 
much leiened by concu.ring events, that 
he cannot, with any propriety, be deem- 
ed the hero of the peiformance. Neither 
does the pleafure we receive proceed en- 
tirely from the gratification of our re- 
fentment, or the due dilplay of poetical 
jvitice. To he pleated with fuch a dif- 
piay, it is neceiiary that we enter deeply 
nto the interelts of thoie chat fuffer. But 
fo itvange is the tlructure of this trage- 
dy, that we are !c{$ intereited in the mi- 
feries of thoie that are oppreffed, than 
we are moved with indiznation againit the 
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oppretlur. The futicre:s, no doubt, ex- 
is 


cite fome degree of compaifion ; but, as 
we have now obferveds they have fo little 
claim to eiteem, are fonumerous and dif- 
united, that no particular intereft of this 
fort takes hold of us during the whole 
exhibition. Thus, were the pleafure we 
receive to depend folely en the fulfilment 
of poetical juitice, that halt of it would 
be loft which arifes from great regard for 
the fufferers, and efleem for the hero who 
performed the exploit. We may allo 


add, that if the punifhment of Richard 
were to conftitute our chief enjoyment, 
that event is put off for too long a period, 
The poet might have exhibted his crnel. 
ties in fhorter fpace, fufficient, however, 
to excite our refentment; and fo might 
have brought us fooner to the cataftrophe, 
if that alone was to have yielded us plea. 
fure. In truth, the cataftrophe of a good 
tragedy is only the coinpletion of our 
pleafure, and not the chief caufe of it, 
The fable, and the view which the poet 
exhibits of human nature, conduéted 
through a whole pei formance, niult pro- 
duce our enjoyment. But in the work 
now before us there is fcarcely any fable; 
and there is no character of eminent im. 
portance, but that of Richard. He is 
the principal agent ; and the whole trage. 
dy 1s an exhibition of guilt, where ab. 
horrence for the criminal is much ftronger 
than our intereft in the fufferers, or ef 
teem for thofe, who, by accident rather 
than great exertion, promote his down. 
fal. Weare plesfed, no doubt, with his 
puuifhment ; but the difplay of his enor. 
mities, and their progrefs to this come 
pletion, are the chief objects of our at- 
tention, Thus Shakefpeaie, in order to 
render the fhocking vices of Richard an 
amuiing fpe&tacle, mult have recouife to 
other expedients than thole ufually pric. 
tiftd in fimilar fituations. Here, then, 
we are led to enquire inte the nature of 
thefe refources and expedients : for why 
do we not turn from the Richard of 
Shakefpeare, as we turn from his Titus 
Andronicus? Has he invefted him with 
any charm, or fecured him by fome fe- 
cret talifinan from difguft and averfion ? 
The fubje& is curious, and deferves our 
aitention. 

Here, then, we may obferve in gene- 
ral, that the appearance is produced, not 
by veiling or contrafting offenfive features 
and colours, but by fo connecting them 
with agreeable qualities refiding in the 
charaéter itfelf, that the difagrecable et- 
fect is either entirely fuppreffed, or by its 
union with coalefcing qualities, «is con- 
verted into. a pleafurable feeling. In 
particular, though Richard has no fenfe 
of juftice, nor indeed of any moral obli- 
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gation, he has an abundant fhare of thofe 
qualities which are termed intellectual. 
Deltitute of virtue, he poffeffes ability. 
He fhews difcernment of charaéter 5 art- 
ful contrivance in forming proje&ts; great 
addrefs in the management of mankind 35 
fertility of refource ; a prudent command 
of temper; much verfatility of deport- 
ment; and fingular dexterity in conctal- 
ing his intentions. He poffeffes along 
with thefe, fach: perfe&t confcioufnefs of 
the fuperior powers of his own under- 
ftanding above thofe of other men,’ as 
leads him not oftentatioufly to treat them 
with contempt, but to employ them, 
while he really contemns their weaknefs, 
as engines of his ambition. Now, though 
thefe properties are not the objeéts of _ 
moral approbation, and may be employed 
as the inftruments of fraud no lefs than 
ef juftice, yet the native and unmingled 
effect which mof of them produce on 
the fpectator, independent of the prin- 
ciple that employs them, is an emotion 
of pleafure. ‘Fhe perfon pofleffing them 
is regarded with deference, with refpett, 
and with admiration. Thus, then, the 
fatisfattion we receive in contemplating 
the chara&ter of Richard, in the various 
ituations in which the poet has fthewn 
him, arifes from a mixed feeling ; a feel- 
ing, compounded of horror, on account 
of his guilt; and of admiration, on ac- 
count of his talents. By the concur- 
rence of thefe two emotions the mind is 
thrown into'a ftate’of usufual agitation ; 
neither painfal nor pleafant,in the extremes 
of pain or of pieafure, but ftrangely de- 
lightful. Surprife and amazement, ex- 
cited by the ftriking conjunctures which 
he himfelf very often occafions, and which 
give exercife to his talents, together with 
allonifiment at the determined boldnefs 
and fuccefs of his guilt, give uncommon 
force to the general impreffion. 

It may be apprehended, that the mixed 
feeling now mentioned may be termed in- 
dignation ; nor have I any objection to 
the ufe of the term. Indignation feems 
to avife from a comparative view of two 
objects; the one worthy, and the other 
unworthy ; which are, neverthelefs, united; 
but which, on account of the wrong or 
impropriety oecafioned’ by this incongru- 
ous union, we conceive fhould be dif- 
united and independent. ‘The man of 
merit fuffering negieé&t or contempt, and 
the unworthy man taifed to diftin&tion, 
provoke indignation. In like manner, 
mdignation may be provoked, by feeing 
Wultrious talents perverted to inhuman 
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and petfidious purpofes. Nor is the feel- 
ing, for it arifes from elevation of foul 
and confcioufnefs of virtue, by any means 
difagreeable. Indeed, the pleafure it 
yields us is different from that arifin 
from other emotions of a more placid and 
fofter charader ; different, for example, 
in a very renjarkable manner, from our 
fympathy with fuccefsful merit. We may 
alfo obferve, that fufpence, wonder, and 
furprifé, occafioned by the aStual opera. 
tion of great abilities, under the guidance 
of uncontrouled humanity, by their aw- 
ful effeéts, and the poftures they affume, 
together with anxiety to fee an union fo 
unworthy diffolved, give poignaney to 
our indignation, and annex to it, if I 
may ufe the expreffiun, a certain wild and 
alarming delight. 

The excellencies of this tragedy, be. 
fides the character of Richard, are, in- 
deed, of an inferior nature, but not un- 
worthy of Shakefpeare. The charaéters 
of Buckingham, Anne, Haftings, and 
Queen Margaret, are executed with live. 
ty colouring and firking features ; but, 
excepting Margaret, they” ave exhibited 
indireétly ; and are move fully known by 
the condu& of Richard towards them, 
thin by their own demeanour. They 
give the fketch and outlines in their own 
actions; but the picture appears finithed 
in the deportment of Richard. This, 
however, of itfelf, is a proof of very fin- 
gular fkill, The conduct of the ftory 
is not inferior to that in Shakefpeare’s 
other hiftorical tragedies. It exhibits a 
natural progrefs of events, terminated by 
one interefling and compléte cataitrophe. 
Many of the epifudcs have uncommon 
excellence. Of this kind are, in general, 
all the fpeeches of Margaret. Their ef- 
fect is awful ; they coincide with the ttyle 
of the tragedy ; and by wearing the fame 
gloomy complexion, her prophecies and 
imprecations fuit and increale its horvor. 
There was never in any poem a dream 
fuperior to that of Clarence. It pleafes, 
like the prophecies of Margaret, by a 
folemn anticipation of future events, and 
by its confonance with the general tone 
of the tragedy. It pleafes, by being fo 
fimple, fo natural, and fo pathetic, that 
every reader feems to have felt the fame 
or fimilar horrors ; and is inclined to fay 
with Brakenbury, 

No wonder, Lord, that it affrighted 

you, 

I am afraid, methinks, to hear you 

tel] it. 


. , This 
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For th WestTMIinsTER MAGAZINE. 


CRITICAL OBSERVATIONS on SHAKESPEARE’s TRAGEDY 
or RICHARD true THIRD. 


HE « Life and Death of King 
Richard the Third”’ 1s a popular tra- 
gedy : yet the port, in his principal cha- 
Facts, has connetted deformity of bedy 
with every vice that can pojlute buman 
nature. Nor are thoft vices difguifed or 
foftened. The hues and lineaments are 
as dark and as deep'y impreffedas we are 
capable of conceiving. Neither do they 
receive any coniiderable mitigation from 
the virtues of any other perfons repre- 
fented in the poem. The vices of Ri- 
chard are not to ferve as a foil or a teft to 
their virtues ; for the virtues and inno- 
cence of others ferve no other purpoie 
than to aggravate his hideous guilt. Fn 
reality, we «re not much attached by af- 
fe&tion, admiration, or efteem, to any 
charafter in the tragedy. The merit of 
dward, Clarence, and fome others, is 

b undecided, and has fuch a mixture of 
eakneis, as hinders us from entering 
deeply into their interefts. Richmond is 
fo little feen, bis goodnefs is fo general or 
unfeatured, and the difficulties he has to 
encounter are fo remote from view, are 
thrown, if I may ule the expreffion, fo 
far into. the back ground, and are fo 
much lefened by concu. ring events, that 
he cannot, with any propriety, be deem- 
ed the hero of the peiformance. Neither 
does the pleafure we receive proceed en- 
tirely from the gratification of our re- 
fentment, or the due difplay of poetical 
juftice. To he pleafed with fuch a dif- 
play, it is necefiary that we enter deeply 
gnto the interelts of thoie chat fuffer. But 
fo flvange is the flructure of this trage- 
dy, that we are !cfs intereited in the mi- 
feries of thofe that are oppreffed, than 
we are moved with indignation again the 
oppretlur . The faffere:s, no doubt, ex- 
cite fome degree of compatfion ; but, as 
we have now obferved, they have fo little 
claim to elteem, are fo numerous and dif- 
united, that no particular intereft of this 
fort takes hold of us during the whole 
exhibition, 


Phas, were the pleafure we 
receive to depend folely on the fulfilment 
of poetical juitice, that half of it would 
be loft which arifes from great regard for 
the fufferers, and efleem for the hero who 


performed the exploit. We may allo 


add, that if the punifhment of Richard 
were to conftitute our chief enjoyment, 
that event is put off for too long a period, 
The poet might have exhibted his cruel. 
ties in fhorter pace, fufficient, however, 
to excite our refentment; and fo might 
have brought us fooner to the cataftrophe, 
if that alone was to have yielded us plea. 
fure. In truth, the cataftrophe of a good 
tragedy is only the completion of our 
pleafure, and not the chief caufe of it, 
The fable, and the view which the poet 
exhibits of human nature, conduéted 
through a whole peiformance, mutt pro- 
duce our enjoyment. But in the work, 
now before us there is fearcely any fable; 
and there isno character of eminent im. 
portance, but that of Richard. He is 
the principal agent ; and the whole trage- 
dy 1s an exhibition of guilt, where ab. 
horrence for the criminal is much (tronger 
than our intereft in the fufferers, or ef 
teem for thofe, who, by accident rather 
than great exertion, promote his down- 
fal. We are pleafed, no doubt, with his 
puuifhment ; but the difplay of his enor- 
mities,. and their progrefs to this com- 
pletion, are the chief objeéts of our at- 
tention, Thus Shakefpeate, in order to 
render the fhocking vices of Richard an 
amuiing fpectacle, mult have recourfe to 
other expedients than thofe ufually prac. 
tied in fimilar fituations. Here, then, 
we are led to enquire inte the nature of 
thefe refources and expedients : for why 
do we not turn from the Richard of 
Shakefpeare, as we turn from his Titus 
Andronicus? Has he invefted him with 
any charm, or fecured him by fome f- 
cret talifman from difguft and averfion ? 
The fubje& is curious, anc deferves our 
aitention. 

Here, then, we may obferve in gene- 
ral, that the appearance is produced, not 
by veiling or contrafting offenfive features 
and colours, but by fo connecting them 
with agreeable qualities refiding in the 
charaéter itfelf, that the difagrecable ef- 
fect is either entirely fuppreffed, or by its 
union with coalefcing qualities, .is con- 
verted into. a pleafurable feeling. In 
particular, though Richard has no fenfe 
of juftice, nor indeed of any moral obli- 
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gation, he has an abundant fhare of thofe 
qualities which are termed intellectual. 
Deltitute of virtue, he poffeffes ability. 
He fhews difcernment of charaéter 5 art- 
ful contrivance in forming projects; great 
addrefs in the management of mankind 3 
fertility of refource ; a prudent command 
of temper; much verfatility of deport- 
ment; and fingular dexterity in conctal- 
ing his intentions. He poffeffes along 
with thefe, fach: perfe&t confcioufnefs of 
the fuperior powers of his own under- 
ftanding above thofe of other men,’ as 
leads him not oftentatioufly to treat them 
with contempt, but to employ them, 
while he really contemns their weaknefs, 
as enzines of his ambition. —Now, though 


thefe properties are not the objeéts of 


moral approbation, and may be employed 
as the inftruments of fraud no lefs than 
ef juftice, yet the native and unmingled 
effect which moft of them produce on 
the fpeétator, independent of the prin- 
ciple that employs them, is an emotion 
of pleafure. “Fhe perfon pofleffing them 
is regarded with defererice, with refpect, 
and with admiration. Thus, then, the 
fatisfattion we receive in contemplating 
the chara&ter of Richard, in the various 
fituations in which the poet has fhewn 
him, arifes from a mixed feeling ; a feel- 
ing, compounded of horror, on account 
of his guilt; and of admiration, on ac- 
count of his talents. By the concur- 
rence of thefe two emotions the mind is 
thrown into’a {tate of usufual agitation ; 
neither painful nor pleafant,in the extremes 
of pain or of pieafure, but ftrangely de- 
lightful. Surprife and amazement, ex- 
cited by the ftriking conjunctures which 
he himfelf very often occafions, and which 
give exercife to his talents, together with 
aflonifhment at the determined boldnefs 
and fuccefs of his guilt, give uncommon 
force to the general impreffion. 

It may be apprehended, that the mixed 
feeling now mentioned may be termed in- 
dignation ; nor have I any objection to 
the wie of the term. Indignation feems 
to arife from a comparative view of two 
objects; the one worthy, and the other 
unworthy ; which are, neverthelefs, united; 
but which, on account of the wrong or 
impropriety oecafioned by this incongru- 
ous union, we conceive fhould be dif- 
united and independent. The man of 
merit fuffering negieé&t or contempt, and 
the unworthy man taifed to diftinétion, 
provoke indignation. In like manner, 
mdignation may be provoked, by feeing 
Wiultrious talents perverted to imhuman 
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and petfidious purpofes. Nor is the feel- 
ing, for it avifes from elevation of foul 
and confcioufnefs of virtue, by any means 
difagreeable. Indeed, the pleafure it 
yields us is different from that arifing 
from other emotions of a more placid and 
Yofter charader ; different, for example, 
in a very reniarkable manner, from our 
fympathy with fuccefsful merit. We may 
alfo obferve, that fufpence, wonder, and 
furprife, occafioned by the aStual opera. 
tion of great abilities, under the guidance 
of uncontrouled humanity, by their aw- 
fu! effeéts, and the poftures they affume, 
together with anxiety to fee an union fo 
unworthy diffolved, give poignancy to 
our indignation, and annex to it, if I 
may ufe the expreffiun, a certain wild and 
alarming delight. 

The excellencies of this tragedy, bee 
fides the character of Richard, are, in- 
deed, of an inferior nature, but not un- 
worthy of Shakefpeare. The charaéters 
of Buckingham, Anne, Haftings, and 
Queen Margaret, are executed with live- 
ly colouring and ftr'king features ; but, 
excepting Margaret, they ave exhibited 
indireétly ; and are move fully known by 
the condu& of Richard towards them, 
than by their own demeanour. They 
give the fketch and outlines in their own 
actions; but the picture appears finithed 
in the deportment of Richard. This, 
however, of itfelf, is a proof of very fin- 
gular fkill. The conduct of the ftory 
is not inferior to that in Shakefpeare’s 
other hiftorical tragedies. It exhidits a 
natural progrefs of events, terminated by 
one interefling and complete cxtaitrophe. 
Many of the epifodcs have uncommon 
excellence. Of this kind sre, in general, 
all the fpeeches of Margaret. Their ef- 
fect is awful; they coincide with the ttyle 
of the tragedy ; and by wearing the fame 
gloomy complexion, her prophecies and 
imprecations fuit and increafe its horvor. 
There was never in any poem a dieam 
fuperior to that of Clarence. It pleafes, 
like the prophecies of Margaret, by a 
folemn anticipation of future events, and 
by its confonance with the general tone 
of the tragedy. It pleafes, by being fo 
fimple, fo natural, and fo pathetic, that 
every reader feems to have felt the fame 
or fimilar horrors ; and is inclined to fay 
with Brakenbury, 

No wonder, Lord, that it affrighted 

you, 

I am afraid, methinks, to hear you 

tell it. 
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72 EFlements 


This tracedy, however, like every one 
of Shakefpeare, has many faults ; and in 
puticular, it feems to have been too haf- 
tily written. Some inctdents are intro- 
duced without any apparent reafon, or 
without apparent neceility in the conduct 
of the performance. We are not, for in- 
ftance, fufficiently informed of the motive 
that prompted Richard to marry the wi- 
dow of Prince Edward. In other refpects, 
as was obferved, this fcene pofleffes very 
fingular merit. The fcene towards the 
clofe of the tragedy, between the Queen 
and Richard, when he folicits her con- 
fent to marry her daughter Elizabeth, 
feems no other than a capy of that now 
mentioned. As fuch, it is faulty ; and 
ftill more fo, by being executed with lefs 
ability. Yet this incident is not liable to 
the objection made to the former. We 
fee a good, prudential reafon, forthe mar- 
riage of Richard with Elizabeth; but 

none for his marriage with Lady Anne. 
We almoft with that the firft courthhip 
had been omitted, and that the dialogue 
‘between Richard and Anne had been 
fuited and appropriated to Richard and 
the Queen. Neither are we fufficiently 
‘informed of the motives, that, on fome 
occafions, influenced the conduct of Buck- 
ingham. We are not enough prepared 
for his animofity againft the Queen and 
her kindred, nor can we pronounce, 
without hazarding conjecture, that it 
proceeded from envy of their fudden 
greatnefs, or from having his vanity, flat- 
tered by the feeming deterencc of Richard. 
Yet thefe motives feem highly probable. 


of Policy. 


The young Princes bear too great a fhare 
in the drama. It would feem the poet 
intended to intereft us very much in their 
misfortunes. The reprefentation, how- 
ever, is not agreeable. The Princes 
have more fmartnefs than fimplicity ; and 
we are more affected with Tyrrel’s de- 
fcription of their death, than pleafed with 
any thing in their own converlation. Nor 
does the fcene of the gholts, in the laf 
aét, feem equal in execution to the defign 
of Shakefpeare. ‘There is more delight. 
ful horror in the fpeech of Richard awake 
ening from his dream, than in any of 
the predictions denounced againft him, 
There feems, indeed, fome impropriety 
in reprefenting thofe fpectres as actually 
appearing, which were only feen in a 
vifion. Befides, Richard might have de- 
fcribed them in the fucceeding fcene, to 
Ratcliff, fo as to have produced, at leatt 
in the perufal of the work, a much 
ftronger effect. The reprefentation of 
ghofts in this paflage, is by no means fe 
affecting, nor fo awful, as the dream re- 
lated by Clarence. Laftly, there is in 
this performance, too much deviation in 
the dialogue from the dignity of the buf- 
kin; and deviations ft'li more blameable, 
from the language of decent. manners. 
Yet, with thefe imperfections, this tra- 
gedy is a ftrikiag monument of human 
genius ; and the fuccefs of the poet, in 
delineating the character of Richard, has 
been as great as the fingular boldnefs of 


the defign. 
W.R, 
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ELEMENTS o POLICY and GOVERNMENT. 


IntroduGory to the Present Stare of Evrors. 


{Continued from Page 18 of our laft Magazine. ] 


Sect T. Wee. 

¥ HE effect of the climate is alfo ob- 

ferved in the languages, the number 
of which is infinite ; and that occafions 
another diverfity among people. At firft 
there was no fuch variety of languages, 
but many are derived from the intermix- 
ture ef nations, occafioned by migrations 
and conquefts. Languages may be di- 
vided into original or dialects.: the for- 
mer have no afiinity with any other ; the 


latterin fome meafure correfpand with ont 
or more. From the multiplicity of lan- 
guages are derived the many differences 
in writing and letters: of thefe the Chi- 
nefe characters ate the moft numerous, the 

mo diffcult, and the ftrangeft. 
Language deferves a place in a political 
confideration, no farther than as_ well 
framed and improved to a certain degre? 
of ornament and perfection: for fome 
Rations affect a preference of eit” 
of 
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The Strength of a State. 


for euphony, copioufnefs, and force ; as 
antiently the Greeks snd Romans, and at 
prefent the French.. A language chiefly 
recommends itfelf to foreign nations, by 
the ufeful and enteitaining books which it 
has produced. On _ this account it Is 
that we learn feveral living and dead lan- 

uages. ; 

XXIII. The ftrength of a ftate is efti- 
mated by the number of its inhabitants : 
the greater the increafe of people, and 
the more they excel in bodily and mental 
qualities, in ingenuity and wealth, the 
greater the power of the ftate. It is not 
extent of territory alone that makes a 
ftate powerful, it muft be fuitably inha- 
bited ; and a government fhould by all 
means promote population. There are 
few ftates in the world which could not 
admit of more inhabitants than they ac- 
tually poffefs. ‘The whole earth, accord. 
ing to fome computations, would con- 
tain fourteen thoufand millions; whereas 
the aggregate number of its inhabitants 
does not exceed a thoufand or eleven 
hundred millions; and the people in 
many countries are ftill in a lefs propcstion 
to the number which could fubfift there. 
The chief impediments to population are 
famine, war, and peftilence, or epidemi- 


eal contagions ; otherwife the inhabitants 
of fome countries would, in a certain 


number of years, be doubled. But from 
the preceding, and other caufes, connect-d 
with the internal arrangement of a ftate, 
this cannot come to pafs: fo that the 
whole body of human {pecies, contidered 
in general, and one country compared 
with another, continues without any con- 
fiderable alteration of number. It is, 
indeed, manifeft, that fingle diftricts and 
towns fometimes increafe very fait from 
parucular caufes ; but this increafe, in- 
ftead of continuing in the like extraordi- 
nary proportion, has a certain term, where 
it ceafes. Inftances ot this are, Paris, 
London, and Amfterdam, where the in- 
habitants have, for a long time, known 
no coniiderable increafe. 

XXIV. The citizens of a ftate are not 
all on a level; the laws, or cuitoms 
giving to fome perfons or families a dig- 
nity accompanied with privileges ; and 
fuch pre-eminence conftitutes nobility. 
This dignity either ceafes with the life of 
the perfon, or defcends to his heirs: the 
firft is called perfonal, the other hereditary 
nobility, which obtains in all the Chrif- 
tian parts of Europe ; whereas in China 
and Turkey, and other defpotic govern- 
mengs, only perfonal nobility takes place. 

Fep, 1784, 


As the nobility are diftinguithed from 
the other inhabitants of the ftate by their 
privileges ; there is, likewile, a difference 
between the latter, owing to their office 
and manner of living or occupation, 
either in the towns or in the country: 
hence arife feveral degrees among the in- 
habitants ; and thefe conititute different 
ftates or conditions in the political body. 

XXV. In large and popular ftates, it is 
no uncommon cafe for fome men to en- 
tertain relatively to certain objeéts ditferent 
thoughts and difpofitions from their fel- 
low-citizens. An open declaration of 
thefe their thoughts and difpafitions, and 
as open an oppofition to them, efpecially 
it carried to violence, are productive of 
parties ; and thefe affect their reciprocal 
intercourfe. This divifion is either in 
matters of belief or in politics; and thus 
the parties are called either religious or 
political. Such parties are particularly 
owing to the internal defeéts and dif- 
tempers of republics, and ftates of a 
mixed government ; and are of fuch dan- 
gerous confequence, that it greatly con- 
cerns the fupreme powers to apply effi- 
cacious remedies againft this evil before 
it grows toa head; as, befides its other 
various inconveniences, it may break out 
into tumults and civil wars. 

XXVI. The exercife of the fupreme 


‘power makes the third capital object in 


the confideration of a ftate. In this are 
included, 1. The conftitution, or fyftem 
of laws; and 2. The departments of the 
feveral offices of the adminiltration. 

XXVIII. The form of government int 
a {tate is known by its fundamental laws, 
to which the adminittering power is 
obliged to conform. Thefe tundamen- 
tals are very different in all ftates, feveral 
of them depending on the original efta- 
blifhments made by the people, or intro- 
duced by fublequent revolutions. 

In foe ftates they are many, in others . 
few ; in fome they are committed to writ- 
ing, andin others only traditional. The 
contents of the fundamental laws are 
called the conftitution, or legal fyftem. 
Now amidft fuch a difference in the fun- 
damental laws of ftates, the conititution 
muft alfo differ 5; and in proportion to the 
greater number of fundamental laws, its 
legal fyftem mult be more widely ex- 
tended. 

XXVIII. When the fovereign of a mo- 
narchy is, in certain cafes fpecitied by the 
fundamental laws, bound to exe:cife the 
fupreme power according to the opinion 
ot the nobility, or tie body of the people, 
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m4 Difference of Government. 


fuch a monarchy is faid to be limited, 
This makes the mixed form of govern- 
ment, in the firft cafe, monarchical and 
ariftocratical ; and in the latter, monar- 
chical, arittocratical, and democratical. 
The view of fuch a mixed arrangement 
is, that the regal prerogative being li- 
mited, the liberty of the fubject may in 
fome meafure be maintained : but this is 
fearce recencileable with the firtt of thefe 
governments ; for it has al! the inconve- 
niencies of ariftocracy ; and the people 
being excluded from all fhare in the go- 
vernment, inftead of enjoying any free- 
dom are generally opprefled. In the te- 
cond, however, where the power of the 
prince, of the nobility, and the people is 
tempered by a proper diltribution, tree- 
dom extends itfelt to every individual of 
the ftaie, and this form of government 
has manifeft advantages over the other 
two. When the power however of the 
three governing ftates is not jultly diftri- 
buted, fo as to form an equipoize, but 
one of the three preponderates, inteftine 
difturbances and civil wars, and even a 
total {ubverfion and change of the former 
government may be apprehended, This 
1s what befel England under Charles I. 
The democracy having gained the upper- 
hand, the Houfe of Commons raifed it- 


felf on the ruin of monarchy and aritto- 


cracy. The confequence was a bloody 
inteitine war, and the fubverfion of the 
form of government, which afterwards, 
from being firlt an anarchy, became a 
democracy; and laftiy, was modelled 
almoft into an unlimited monarchy. The 
like baneful confequences will certainly 
thew themfelves in fuch a mixed form of 
government, when the ariltocracy, in- 
ttead of being duly balanced, infringes on 
the monarchical and democratical power, 
even fo as to abolifh them. 

XXIX. Perfons, or aflemblies, to whofe 
opinion the monarch is to refer in the 
exereife of the ‘fovereignty, are called 
fiates of the kingdom. Thefe in an ari- 
ftacratic:l monarchy are only the great, 
or the nobility. Such was the orginal 
conttitution of all the monarchies founded 
by the German and Northern nations, 
and {till fubfiting in Poland ; whereas-in 
mon'rehies mixed with ariitocracy and 
democracy, betides the nobility, the peo- 
ple form one of the fates. At particular 
conjunciures, when, by the conttitution, 
the king cannot decide of himfelf, the 
ftates of the Kingdom are to by affembled ; 
and fuch allemably is called the Diet, 
‘Lhe reiolutious of thir ailemblies are 


generally regulated by a majority of votes, 
a perfeét unanimity being fearce poffible 
among fuch numbers : accordingly, where 
fuch unanimity is required, it 1s very fel. 
dom that an affair is carried into execu. 
tion. The power of kings and ftates, 
with regard to affairs brought before the 
diets, and the refolutions taken concern. 
ing.them are to be regulated by the con- 
ftitutional laws. In fome fates, the 
prince may retufe his aflent to refolutions 
which the other two ttates have agreed to; 
and there are {tates where he is abfolute- 
ly obliged to acquiefce in {uch refolutions, 

XXX. If the government of the ftate 
is lodged intirely in the monarch’s plea- 
fure, this conftitutes an unlimited mo- 
narchy. Here the prince exerci-es the 
fovereignty in an arbitrary manner, ac- 
cording to his own fentiments, and un- 
controuled by any of thofe limitations, 
with which the prerogative is tempered 
in mixed monarchies ; Regis in unius con- 
cedunt omnia legem. Aun unlimited mo- 
narch, however, is not to be looked on as 
raifed above all human laws, and fo as to 
have a power of making his own pleafure 
the rule of government ; for even az un- 
limited monarchy is not without certain 
tacit fundamental Jaws, which it behoves 
the prince to obferve, 

XXXI. If the fovereign, befides his 
unlimited prerogative, be invefted with 
the power of a lord over his flaves, fuch 
a ftate is called a defpotic government ; 
and the. fovereign a defpot. Now asa 
‘lord makes the moft he can of his flaves, 
fo in a defpotic government, both the 
perfons and fubftance of the fabjeéts are 
devoted to the avidity and paffions of the 
defpots ; confequentiy their welfare, in 
his eye, is a meer collateral concern. 
But as fuch fervitude is diametrically con- 
trary to the end of focicty, a delpctic fo- 
vereignty is, with very good reafon, not 
clafled among the particu‘ar forms of go- 
vernment, but confidered as a corruption 
and abufe of monarchy. The detpot, 
however, being not only regent, but like- 
wife lord of his fubjeéts, the govérnment 
is abfolutely fubordinate to his will, Yet 
there are, even in defpotic kingdems, 
fome ancient fundamentals, which the 
fovereign himfelf is not to violate; fuch 
as the eltablithed religion, and the fuccef- 
fion to the throne. Were the Grand 
Scignor himfelf, with all his unbounded 
{way, to attempt any alferation in either 
of thofe two articles, it would, very 
probably, coft him both his throne and 
his life. 

XXXII, Where 
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XXXII. Where the fundamental! laws 
are many, the fyftem of laws is extenfive ; 
and where few, it is concife. Now a 
limited monarchy having moft fundamen- 
tal laws, the Jegal fyftem muft of courte 
be multifarious. The unlimited monar- 
chies having but few, and defpotic {til 
fewer, the fyftem of laws in the former is 
but fhort, and in the latter ftii] more com- 
pendious ; therefore it may well be faid, 
that the will of an unlimited monarch, 
and much more of a defpot, conftitutes 
the fubftance of the legal fyftem. 

XXXIII. A monarchy, whether limit- 
ed or unlimited, is called an empire, or 
kingdom; and the fovereigns of them em- 
perors, or kings. 

XXXIV. The fovereignty may be con- 
fe:red on the fovereign, either for his own 
perfon, or at the fame time for his heirs. 
In the fit cafe, the kingdom is called 
elective ; in the fecond, hereditary. If 
in the latter the hereditary fucceffion be 
limited to the male line alone, this” is 
termed a male fucceffion ; but where fe- 
males likewife are admitted to the fuccef- 
fion, this is called a mixed fucceffion, 

XXXV. Some nations prefer eleétion 
to hereditary fucceffion, as better calcu- 
lated for fecuring their rights and privi? 
lezes, and keeping the monarchical pre- 
rogative within falutary limits. For this 
purpofe, they lay before the new elected 
fovereign certain conditions, which in his 
future government he muft promife, upon 
oath, mott punétually to obferve. Thetfe 
conditions thus propofed, and by the 
prince folemnly agreed to, is called the 
eleétion-compact. This is fometimes ac- 
companied with a declaration, that if the 
ele&ted prince a€ts contrary to them, he 
thereby forfeits his dignity; or that 
whatever he does contrary to that com- 
pat, fhall be of no force. Such decla- 
ration in the firft cafe is termed lex com- 
mifjoria; in the fecond, lex caffatoria. 
The election-compaéis are the primary 
and chief fundamental Jaws of a ftate ; 
as thofe of ancient date are fometimes ex- 
plained or altered by others more recent. 
But the people, even in hereditary ftates, 
having a right, on the extin&tion of the 
reigning family, to eleét a new fovoreign; 
may, likewife, lay down to him certain 


On the fovereign Power. - 


conditions as a rule of government, and 
by the two laws above-mentianed, bind 
him and his defcendauts, to the punctual 
obfer vance of the compact. 

XXXVI. The fupreme power in here- 
ditary’ ttates reverti g to the people, on 
the failure of the reigning family, they 
may alter the form of government as they 
think fit, and turn an hereditary into an 
elective ftate ; as, on the other hand, the 
ttates of an elective kingdom are at liber- 
ty to make the throne hereditary. 

XXXVII. The government, or re- 
gency, ceafes by the death, refignation, 
or depolition of the fovereign. 

XXXVIIT. The throne in ‘ele&ive 
kingdoms becoming vacant by the demife 
of the fovereign, guardians of the king- 
dom are to be appointed for conducting 
the government till the e'ection of anew 
foverecigen, unlefs he has been chofen 
whiift his predeceflor was ftill living ; for, 
in fuch a cafe, he immediately takes pof- 
feffion of the throne. 

XXXIX. In hereditary kingdoms, the 
throne, inftead of being vacant by the 
demife of the fovereign, immediately de- 
volves to the lawful fucceffor: but in 
cafe of his being a minor, tutors or 
guardians are appointed for his perfon, 
and a regency for managing the affairs 
of the king¢éom. The latter muft like- 
wife be inttituted when the monarch, by 
reafon of other impediments, cannot 
take the reins of government into his 
hands. 

XL. That a fovereign may refign the 
fupreme power, unlefs the fundamental 
laws, or elegtion compact, have enaéted 
otherwife, is unqueftionables but whether 
he can be depofed, is a more difficult and 
important quettion, The cafe moitly oc- 
curs in limited kingdoms, and efpecially 
if he has fubjeéted himfelf to the law of 
forfeiture. In ele&ive kingdoms, the 
confequence of fuch depofition is the 
choice of a new fovereign; in hereditary 
kingdoms, the inveltiture of the next 
heir: but when the depofition is attended 
with a total change of the form of govern- 
ment, the royal family is likewile ex- 
cluded from the fucceffion. 

(To be continued inour next.) 
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For the WESTMINSTER MAGAZINE. 


ExTraorDinary AmusEMENTS of the Ancient Kings of Evrore; 
with the Origin of wearing L1VERIES. 


K ING Pepin of France, who flourithed 
in the year 750, was furnamed the 
Short from his low ftature, which fome 
courtiers ufed to make a fubjeét of ridi- 
cule. “Thefe freedoms reaching his ears, 
he determined to eftablifh his authority by 
fome extraordinary feat ; and an oppor- 
tunity foon prefented itfelf. In anenter- 
tainment which he gave of a fight be- 
tween a bull and a lion, the latter had 
got his antagonift under, when Pepin turn- 
ing towaids his nobibity, faid, ‘* Who 
of you dave go, and part or kill thofe 
furious beafts?” ‘The bare propofal fet 
them a fliuddering ; no body made an- 
fwer. Then JJ] be the man,” replied 
the monarch ; and drawing his fabre, 
leapt down into the arena, makes up to 
the lion, kills him, and ‘without delay 
difcharges fuch a ftroke on the bull, as 
lett his head hanging by the upper part of 
the neck. The court was equally amazed 
at fu-h courage and ftrength ; and the 
ing, with an heroic loftinefs, faid to 
them, ‘* David wasiittle, yet he laid low 
the infulent giart who had dared to defpile 
him.” 

This paffage fhews that fights of wild 
beafts had been a common diverfion under 
our former kings ; and they not only 
entertained the people with fuch fights, 
but oftenhad them privately, within their 
palaces. 

Another amufement was the Cours ple- 
nieres, the name given to thofe famous 
affemblies, at which, on an invitation 
from the king, all the lords were obtiged 
to be prefent, They were held twice a 
year at Chriftmas and Eafter. The oc- 
cafion was ufually a marriage, or fome 
great rejoicing and they lafted a week. 
Semetimes they were kept at the prince's 
palace, fometimes at one of the chief 
cities, and fometimes in an open field ; 
but always at a p ace Jarge enough con- 
veuiently to lodge all the nobility of the 
kingdom. The ceremony was opened 
with a folemn mafs, at the beginning of 
which the ecclefiaftic who officiated put 
the crown on the king’s head, where it 


remained till he retired at night. During 
the whole time of the feftival, the king’s 
meals were always in public, the bithops 
and molt diftinguifhed dukes fieting at 
table with him. There was a fecond for 
the abbots, the counts, and other nobles ; 
and on both more profufion than delicacy, 
Each courfe was carried away with flutes 
and hautboys playing before it. On fery. 
ing the defert, twenty heralds at arms, 
each holding a rich goblet, called out 
three times, ** Largefs from the mof 
potent of kings; and threw about gold 
and filver money, which was accompanied 
with the fhouts of the people tumultuouf- 
ly gathering it up, and the flourifhes of 
trumpets. 

The afternoon's diverfions were fifhing, 
hunting, play, rope-dancing, buffoons, 
jugglers and pantomimes. The laf, 
amidit other excellencies in their art, had 
a wonderful talent at inftructing dogs,* 
dears, and monkies, training them upto 
imitate geftures, actions, and poftures of 
all kinds, fo as even to act a part of their 
dramas. Thefe fhews, which were al- 
‘vays very expenfive to the prince, made 
one of the favourite exhibitions of thofe 
aflemblies, that without them the feftival 
would not have been relifhed ; fuch was 
the tafte of that age. 

The reign of the Carlovingians may 
be {aid to have been that of the Cours 
plenieres. The height ct their magnifi- 
cence was under Cherles the Great ; the 
dukes and counts reforting thither from 
all the vaft extent of his dominions, and 
many attended by a brilliant court, and 
rivalling kings themfelves in expence. 

After Charles the Simple, this mag- 
nificence continually ‘declined, Lewis 
his fon, and his giandfon, were not able 
from the fcantinefs of their income, to 
give thefe fumptuous entertainments, 
Hugh Capet revived them, Robert con- 
tinued them, and St. Lewis, im other re- 
{pects fo infenfible to grandeur and fo 
averfe from revelry, carried them to fome 
excels. 

Charles the Seventh fuppreffed them, 

pleading 


* A fpeftacle of this kind was lat month exhibited by a company of dogs at 
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pleading his wars againft the Englifh, 
but the true reafon was their being. ex- 
tremely burthenfome to the ftate. The 
nobility frequentiy ruined themfelves 
there by gaming, and the monarch drain- 
ed his treafury, He was oblized every 
time to give new cloathing to his officers, 
and thofe of the queen and the princes. 
From thence came the word livery, thofe 
clothes being Jiwrés, or delivered out at 
the king’s expence. This charge, and 
that of the table and equipages, together 
with the donations and prefents which he 
was under a kind of neceflity of making 
to the people and the great men, rofe to 
immenfe fums. If there was any veffel 


Origin of Liveries —Englifh Sonnct. 57. 


on his beaufet particularly coftly, or any 
very curious jewel in his crown, he could 
not well avoid making a prefent of them 
to fome body, as it would have been a 
trefpafs againft cuftom. A wife cecono- 
my at length abolifled thefe ruinous afm 
femblies, as indeed they were rather often. 
tatious than neceffary, or even of any 
good confequence. The court, however, 
has not been withcut its entertainments, 
and indeed conduéted with more gallan- 
try, more politenefs and tafte, but very 
littie of that grandeur, that iplen 
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Hisroricus. 
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rmpHE example of Petrarch, and the au- 
thority of Boileau, might of thems 
felves ferve to give a decided fuperiority 

o the Sonnet over all the fmaller kinds of 
poetry ; inextent of fubjeét equally com- 
prehenfive with the Ode, and in its defign 

ore uniform and fimpie; more varied in 
he arrangement of its numbers than the 

legy, but equally flowing and pathetic. 
Pollefied of fuch advantages, what a lofs 
ult Englifh poetry fultain in being de- 
lared incapable of, or at leaft improper 
or that fpecies of compofition ? Yet fuch 
s apparently the wifh, and opinion of a 
ate celebrated critic by the conclufion of 

is fhort remarks on the Sonnets of Mil- 
on. 

“ The fabric of a Sonnet, however 
dapted to the Italian language, has ne- 
er fucceeded in ours, which having 
reater variety of terminations requires 
he rhymes to be often changed.” 

Dr. Johnfon's Life of Milton. 

It is certain that all Italian terminations 
f rhyme are graceful, but furely there 
re many of the Englith harth, and inad- 
iffible, which wiil perhaps reduce the 
ee? of ours to nearly the fame ftand- 


With all deference to fo refpeétable, 
ddiftinguifhed a name in the republic 
letters, (for I believe even Dr. John- 
pa would not have ita monarchy) I muft 
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ISH SONNET. 


obferve that the only argument which he 
ufes to confirm his aflertion, even admit. 
ting the faé&t on which he grounds it, is 
far from conclufive. 

The feemingly corroborating circum- 
ftance of the foblime and unfettered ge - 
nius of a Milton, not having fubmitted 
with giace to the fhackles of a Sonnet, 
will make but little in favourof the above 
profcription. 

It is true, that the Sonnet has been 
intirely neglected by thofe of our latter 
poets, who have been mojft remarkable 
for eafe and gracefulnefs; that it has 
failed in the hands of {ome others through 
their fondnefs for the manner and expref- 
fion of the firtt writers who introduced it 
into this country, which to a modern 
reader have given it an air of quaintnefs 
and affe&tation ? but above all, that its 
rules and limitations have been little at- 
tended to. Yet more than one inftance 
of fuccefs, where the above errors have 
been avoided, might eafily be produced, 
(fuch as that of Mr. Edwards, on the 


Hermitage at Wreft) which at the time 
they prove the poffibility of adapting our 
language to the Sonnet, fhould act asa 
ftimu'as to the lovers of the Mufes ta 
make trial ef their talents in that elegant 


department of poetry, 
Bath, Feb. 4. 
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and that majefty which fhone in the atk 
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THE 


HOSOEVER will be married, before 

all things it is neceflary that he hold 

the conjugal faith; and the conjugal faith 

js this, that there were two rational be- 

ings created both equal, and yet one fu- 

perior to the other, and the infe:ior fhall 

bear rule over the fupeior; which faith, 

except every one do keep whele und un. 

defiied, without doubt he tha!ll be {colded 
at everlafiingly. 

The man ts fuperior to the woman, 
and the wouan is inferior to the man, yet 
hath ave equa', and the woman fhal! go- 
vern the man. 

The woman is commanded to obey the 
man, and the min ought to obey the 
won, 

And yet they are not two obedients, 
burt one obedient, 

For there is one dom'nion nominal of 
the hufband, and another dominion real 
of the wife. And yet there are not two 
dom:nions but one dominion. 

For like as we are compelled by the 
Chritian verity to acknowledge, that 
wives muft fubmit themfe!ves to their 
hufbands, and be fubject to them in all 
things. 

So are we forbidden by the conjugal 
faith, that they fhould be at all influenced 
by the wiils, or pay any regard to their 
commands. 


MATRIMONIAL 


CREED. 


The man was not created for the wo. 
man, but the woman for the man, 

Yet the man fhall be the flave of the 
woman, and the woman the tyrant of the 
man : 

So that in ail things, asis sforefaid, the 
fubbjection of the fuperior to the inferior is 
to be believed. 

He therefore that will be married, mut 
thus think of tie woman, and the man. 

Furthermore nis necetlary to fubimniffive 
matrimony, that he alfo believe rightly 
the infallibility of the wife. 

For the right faith is, that we believe 
and confefs, that the wite is fallible and 
infallible. 

Perfeétly fallible and perfeatly infalli. 
ble, of one erring foul, and unctring 
mind, fubfitting: fallible as touching her 
female fex. 

Who although fhe be fallible and in. 
fallible, yet the 1s not two but one woman, 
who fubmstted to lawful marriage, to ac- 
quire unlawful dominion ; and promifed 
relizioufly to obey, that fhe might rule in 
folly and injuttice. 

This is the conjugal faith; which ex. 
cept a man believe faithfully, ‘he ought 
never to be married, 

ELIZA. 
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SECOND CONSTITUTIONAL LETTER. 


Jo th PEOPLE 
Countrymen and Friends! 
] Now take the libeity to refume my re- 
marks upon the prefent alarming dif- 
putes between the ditierent branches of 
the legiflature. ‘The excellence or wick- 
edpefs of the Eaft-India bill are equally 
indifferent to the real point in queft on. 
Much allowance fhould be made for 
error, much more for prejudice, and ftill 
more for the fears of Englifhmer, juftiy 
jealous at the very found of an attack up- 
vn their rights, I will admit, not be- 


of ENGLAND, 


caufe it is the faét, but to meet all objec- 
tions at once, that this bill went too far, 
that it was too fevere, inadequate, defpo- 
tic. - Not thefe, nor a thoufand times 
their weight of evil, can paliiate the means 
employed to defeat it, and in which the 
bill itfclf is the very fmalleft confidera- 
tion; the downfall of adminiftration be- 
ing the great and only obje&t, as I fhall 
hereafter fhew you. If the people of 
England difliked the Ealt-India bill, the 
legal road to oppofe it was open and ob- 
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Tc the People 


yious. Atthe worft it was but temporary, 
The evils it defined to remedy are ac- 
know!edged on al] hands to be aeperate, 
and the revival of the bill depended on its 
fuccefs. It expired with the prefent par- 
liament. You could inftrué&*your next 
reprefentatives to repeal it, or you could 
petition in the firt inftance againit its 
rafing. The city of London did fo, and 
the body of the people would do the fame 
if they difliked it. Extraordinary efforts 
were made to procwe more petitions 
againtt it, but the good fente of the nation 
could not be gulled. 

Upon the whole, if the Eaft-India bill 
were 4s infamous as the molt furious of 
its enemics have defcribed it, vou cannot 
without an oblivion of your former cha- 
raéter, and of the glorious exeitions of 
your anceftors in the caufe of freedom 
againft the Crown, be the lefs alive upon 
the dreadful blow given to the conltitu- 
tion through its medium, Your apathy 
under it were a dereliction of the moit fo- 
Jemn duties. It would be ruin tp the pre- 
fent and treachery to after times; If you 
were degenerate enough to feel a bafe in- 
difference to your own interefts, how 
could you reconcile the infamous fraud of 
cheating pofterity of thofe rights which 
are their legal inheritance ? Look the out- 
rage in the face, and meet it like men. 
In atchieving the fall of a Minitter, a 
proceeding takes place, which tells you 
in dire&t decifive terms, that one of the 
two ena&ting branches is at the abfolute 
difpofal of the Crown. ‘To talk of the 
Eatl-Inidia bill as the principle of adtion, 
or motive to this meafure were farcical. 
Even the fimplicity of childhood cannot 
be duped by fo grofs a fallacy. The very 
names of the chief afors cail upon the 
nation to be guarded againit impofition. 
Whin a and a forget 


their natures, and tiand up as champions 
tor the liberties of men, for the rights of 
te fubje&t and the fandtity of charters, 
no common injury is meant to the people 


ofEngland. ‘Ihe deteat of this bill was 
committed to perfons whofe pride and 
ambition fhould have precluded them all 
truit in fo tremendous an undertaking. 
Like other agents they looked only to 
themfelves, and the unhappy principal 
(too common a cafe) became the victim 
of their bad views. Dazzled with the 
profpeét of power, they loft all difcretion 
19 their impatience to atchieve it, and 
carele!s of every confequence but their own 
eevation, the plot was fo bungled be- 
ween the inftruments employed to accom- 


of England. 79 
plith it, that when only the ruin of a Mi- 
niftry was projeéted, their sathnefs and 
folly difclofed this dreadful fecret to the 
world, that, when it was neceflary to 
make it fo, one branch of the legiilacure 
was ufelefs. 

The forms of a conftitutiin may ‘e- 
preferved when the {ubtiance has evapo- 
rated, and we know that the impcting 
formalities of a fiee fyftem are perfedily 
compatible with folid tyranny. Of ail 
bad governments, the wortt is that, whee 
the venerable prejudices of mankind. are 
perverted to their own deftruction, and 
the ceremonies of freedom are made in- 
ftruments of flavery. There is a Joath- 
fomenefs at all times in fervitude, and 
when men are held faft in the very trap- 
pings of their former fieedom, at firit 
fight it would appear an aggravation of 
the calamity. But experience proves it 
otherwife. Men are but children of a 
larger growth, and artful despots have 
turned the very baubles of fieedum into 
ftrong chains of defpotifm. That great 
ftate, from which the reft of Europe has 
drawn its lights of fcience and civility, 
attraéts our attention in all cales that ap- 
ply to our own. 

When Auguttus Cefar vanquified his 
perional enemies, and in their conquelt 
gained the firft battle over the liberties of 
Rome, he had yet the fenate to fubdue, 
and the city to reconcile. The fit he 
modelled to his own purpofe by honours 
and emoluments, the fecond he garined 
over by oftentation and duplicity. [t was 
more agreeable to his turn of mind to 
rule by the mock confent of the p.cpley 
than by dint of power, Whitt the ty- 
rant reclined at his villa, all his fchemes 
were accompiifhed in the fenate by fecret 
influence ; and through a religious obfer- 
vance of the externals of the old {vttem, 
he foftened the rough genius of his cour- 
try into facility and fubmiffion. The 
croud continued to be <ajoled by the 
plaufibilities of voting in the fenate, aid 
fuffrage among the people, long after the 
freedom of judgment and liberty of choice 
had been banifhed from both. Etfemi- 
nated by vice, and relaxed by luxury, 
the people loit all the energy of their for- 
mer character. A few there were who 
faw things in their true light, and theie 
became the victims of the tyrant’s oppref- 
fion. But he was fometimes difcreer in 
his rancour. His charaéter was dirk 
without daring, and treacherous without 
fpirit. By nature cruel, he never forgave 
any man, although hs policy often re- 
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preffed his wrath. In his general conduét, 
however, he was chafte, and having af- 
fumed fome virtues, his hypocrify grew 
current. The people, debauched into 
confidence by his moderation, made no 
account for his fucceffors, but furrendered 
allto him. The fruits of their infatua- 
tion are well known. A race of princes 
followed Auguftus, whofe barbarities 
cannot be equalled in any country fince 
the creation; the whole leaving to man- 
kind a memorable leffon, that a blind, 
bafe, degeneracy in the people, is fure 
to terminate in their own difgrace, and 
the miferies of pofterity. ‘ 
Bewitched with the name of a parlia- 
ment, men but too aptly overlook the ini- 
quities which are matked under a fpecious 
exterior. Like lovers we are captivated 
by a beautiful outfide, and loft in a hitthefs 
attachment, never fee the depravity of our 
fubjeét, until the broad ruin awakes to 
conviétion. I will {peak with due refpeé 
of the peerage, but I will {peak with pro- 
per freedom alfo. There was undoubted 
wifdom in giving them an_ hereditary 
fhare in legiilation ; but it fhould be re- 
colleéted, that time has worked a confi- 
derable revolution in the complexion of 
this body, Peers were once the firlt in 
every great and gallant atchievement, and 
their ruling impulfe was to fhine and to 
excel. In military and civil fame, they 
were always foremoft, for infamy was 
combined with inaction. For a falutary 
exercife of the folemn powers with which 
the lords were invetted, the enlargement 
of mind, and dignity of sentiment, which 
naturally {prung from fuch a courfe of 
life, were a pledge to the public. But 
that thefe fureties are of late extremeiy 


impaired, is, what I prefume the Teade 
will not difpute. : 

If talents were tranfinitted with titles, 
and virtue was an indifpenfable inher. 
tance in an acceffion to fortune, the peo. 
ple would look towards the Houfe gf 
Lords with attachment and confidence, 
But a feries of ages has produced anothe 
fyftem of habits; and as honours gene. 
rally avofe from the accident of birth, the 
ufe derived from that advantage, has been 
for the moft part, an abufe of whatever 
conttitutes intrinfic nobility. The brightet 
genius, and molt unfullied virtues of the 
country, are to be found among the pec. 
age undoubtedly ; but it is ftill more un. 
doubted that the-counter attributes ar: 
nicre numerous in that affembly. 

Not a few of the peerage, degraded to 
infignificance, and diffolved in all the lit. 
tlenefs of modern manners, have dini- 
nifhed the reverence antiently paid to that 
body, and forced the public into habitsof 
diffidence and alienation. To that branch 
immediately conftituted by itfelf, the na 
tion has long looked with eyes of almot 
exclutive interefl, and it is natural enough 
that popular attention fhould be prina. 
pally directed where popular confideration 
were more likely to prevail. The pride 
of many of the peerage has long con- 
fiited in a vaffalage to the court. Parlia 
ment folemnly declared the influence of 
Crown exorbitant, and neceffary to be die 
minifhed. No man doubted that this in- 
flnence was cnormous in the Upper Hout 
beforé the late ineident, but untid now the 
country Knew not that Prince and Pees 
were almoft fynonimous ia legiflation, 

ARISTIDES. 

January 31, 1784. 
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Curious Account of the DANCING GIRLS in the East-Inpirs 
By an Orricer. 


HE Indian dancing girls are almoft 
the only females of thofe countries 
that learn to read, write, fing, dance, and 
play upon mufical inftruments; fome of 
thefe underftand three or four languages. 
They live in troops under the direétion of 
difcreet matrcns, and there are no cere- 
monies or feafts, whether civil or religious, 
at which their affifttance is not confidered 


as one of the moft indifpenfible ornaments. ° 


As it is their office to celebrate the 





praifes of the gods, and as the religion of 
the Afiatics does not interdiét fenfual plea 
fures, they confider it as a religious duty 
to contribute to the pleafures of their 
adorers, provided they belong to a tt 
putable cat. There are fome, however, 
who, in the refinement of their piety, 
referve themfelves for the embraces of t¢ 

Bramins alone. 
Thefe women are very referved with Ev 
ropeans 5 they would be expelled from 
fociety, 
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fociety, if they were conviéted of too great 
intimacy with men whom they ought to 
confider as unclean. 

As the Indian girls have been the fub- 
ject of much difcuffion, and as objects 
prefent theméfelves in different forms to 
d ffevent perfons, I will add a few more 


ther cbiervations concerning them, Their 
Nee drefs, though light and voluptuous, is 


yet more decent than that of the other na- 
tives of the fame fex. It is, moreover, 
well adapted to their complexion. The 
practice of introducing calcined antimony 
under the fkin of their eye-lids, occafions 
a degree of harfhnefs in their phyfiog- 
nomy. This praétice they pretend 
ftrengthens the eyes, and renders them 
more expreflive. In their public dances, 
efpecially in the European fettlements, 
there is nothing unbecoming. Under 
thefe circumftances, their great fault is a 
tirefome monotony. But in Gentoo, or 
Mahometan villages, and in the fecrecy 
of tents and houfes, they are taught to 
exhibit the moft open immodelly. There 
they will a&t an amorous adventure with 
fupplenefs, dexterity, and precifion. The 
confent of vocal and inftrumental mufic, 
the fragancy of perfumes and flowers, the 


nis 


ch 


mn 
de feduétion of charms which they difplay 
be before the fpectators, all concur to excite 


lafcivioufnefs and intoxication. Some- 
times the actrefles appear to be penetrated 
by foft emotions, feized with a flame 
never before experienced, and fometimes 
with the powers of life apparently fuf- 
pended, agitated and panting, they feem 
to fink under the influence of an overpow- 
erful illufion. Thus by the moft expref- 
five geftures and pofitions, with ftifled 
fighs and languid looks, they exprefs 
every gradation of paffion from the em- 
barraflment of fhame through defire, fear, 
and hope, to the trepidations of enjoy- 
ment. 

Thefe dances form one of the fpeéta- 


i, 


Singular Cufioms of the Gentes. 
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cles moft amufing to the Afiatic women, 
who in the receffes of: their Zenanos thus 
form themfelves to the refinements of vo- 
luptuoufnels. 

Has not, it will be afked,-the legifla- 
ture, by permitting fuch ufiges, given its 
fan&tion to the moft enormous abufes ? 
The rich, more efpecially in former times, 
did not content themfelves with ere&ing 
places on the road, whete warm water, 
butter-milk, and even rice, are diftri- 
buted gratis: their charity went even fo 
far as to provide for the maintenance of 
dancing girls, whofe bufinefs i: is to folace 
the travelier withcut remuneration. ‘There 
are, notwithftanding, few countries where 
focial manners are purer and more re- 
fpeéted, than in thole provinces, where 
the native difpofition of the Indian has not 
been corrupted by intercourfe with fo- 
reigners. ‘Che Indian is {carce acquainted 
with the name of thofe horrid vices which 
prevail among fume Mahometan tribes, in 
which the external carriage of individuals 
is referved and auftere. In villages, and 
even in towns, the houfe doors are timply 
fhut, and the greater part of the inhabi- 
tants, men, women, and children, fleep 
in profound fecurity under pent-houfes 
built in the front of the dwelling. But 
what F have obferved on the great roads, 
is ftiil more charasteriitic of fimplicity. 
Traveilers of both fexes lie promifcuoully 
in the galleries at the public inns. A 
modeft girl, attended perhaps only by her 
mother, may without rifk fleep within the 
diftance of two or three feet from ftrangers 
to whom fhe is totally unknown, We 
may there conclude that among the Gen- 
toos, inhabitants of the tor:id zone, there 
is greater decency and referve than among 
Europeans, into whom it is ftrenuoufly ine 
culcated from their infancy, that fimple 
incontinence is among aétions fubjeéted to 
the divine Anathema. 













































































SOUTH SEAS. 


M MARIon Du FRESNE, animated 

* with an ardent cariofity, fimilar. to 
shat of Captain Cook (whom he refembled 
FEBRUARY, 1734. 
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4 Brief Revation of a New and Unfortunate VoYAaGe to the 
Undertaken by Monf. Marion. 


fA full Account of this Voyage has juft appeared at Paris, from which the following 
Particulars are feleéted.} 
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Indian, whom M. Bougainville had con- 
duéted from thence to Paris. He only 
demanded the addition of .a King’s floop 
to the veffel of which he was himfelf the 
proprietor, and with thefe two thips he fet 
out tor the Ifle of France, where he was 
to take the Indian on board. 

Soon after the young Taitian died, 
which difconcerted the projeéts of M. 
Marion, with refpect to the South Sea. He 
fet fail, however, from Madagafcar to the 
Cape of Gord Hope ; and after laying in 
provifions there for eight months, he pro- 
ceeded for Van Diemen’s Land, and ar- 
rived at it, atter having difcovered in his 

aflage feveral iflands. ‘The view of this 
Teed, and of New Holland, appeared in- 
viting, as a multitude of circumtiances 
feemed to announce an inhabited country. 

Our adventurers land; the natives come 
down to the coaft, and difcover no marks 
of oppofition or hoftility : they gather dry 
wood, and form it into a fort of pile; 
they prefent to the ftrangers fome branches 
of the wood, and invite them, by figns, 
to fet fire to the pile, which the latter did 
jn effect, without knowing the meaning of 
this ceremony: while the pile was in 
flames, the favages feemed neither of- 
fended, nor pleafed. nor {urprifed. With 
their wives and children (all black, naked, 
and cotton-haired) they beheld their new 
guefts with an apparent indifference. But 
when prefents of looking-glafles, hand- 
kerchiefs, iron, linen, and poultry, were 
offered to them, they were rejeéted with 
difdain, and marks of refentment; and 
this rejection was followed by a declaration 
of war: for they :etired toa rifing ground, 
from which they fent a violent difcharge 
of ftones againft the Europeans, wounding 
Captain Marion, and one of his officers, 
who took to their boats, and made a new 
landing on another part of the coalt, Here 
they faw a fandy country, covered with 
heath and {mall trees, ‘of which the natives 
burn the bark to dre/s the thell fith, which 
feemed to be their principal nourifhment. 
‘They obferved, in their excurfion, the 
tiger-cat, crows, black-birds,  turtle- 
doves, and a parroquet, whofe plumage 
refembled that of the parroquet in South 
America. 

From New Holland M. Marion fet fail 
for New Zealand, of which Talman had 
perceived a point in the year 1642, and 
where M. de Surville (an extract from 
whole voyage is fubjoined to this work) 
had anchored in a bay, which he called 
Lauiifton, at the fame time that Captain 
Cook difcoyered the two points of the 





fame bay, without knowing, as it feems, 
that the French lay there at anchor. 

It was here that M. Marion met his 
fate. Having ereéted tents in the ifland 
of Motouaro, and converfed with the 
natives by means of a vocabulary of On- 
h-ite, whofe language is the fame with thet 
of the New- Zealanders, as is well known, 
he found, at firft, their behaviour pro. 
mifing. ‘They came in crowds, with their 
chiefs on board his fhips, and without 
arms. Thirty days were pafled in feem. 
ing friendfhip, and the exchange of good 
offices; and their manners, and way of 
living are here deferibed at length ; but 
to thofe, who have vead the voyage of 
Sir Jofeph Banks and Captain Cook, pub. 
lifhed by Hawkefwoith, tew of thefe re- 
lations will appear new. 

In the midft of this apparent good in- 
telligence a bloody proje& was formed of 
putting to death M. Marion, and his at- 
tendants, who ought not to have trufted, 
with fo much fimplicity to the good faith 
of thefe favages; more efpecially if he 
knew, that, two years before, they had 
been treated with the greateft and the mot 
abfurd feverity by Monf. de Surville, who, 
to punifh them for carrying off his canoe, 
had fet fire to their huts, and fpread terror 
and defolation through their villages. 

Meff. Marion, Vaudricourt, and four- 
teen more of the fhip’s crew went on fhore 


for the third time, accompanied by {everal- 


favages, on a fifhing party: and were 
conduéted by Tacoury, one of the Indian 
chiefs, to whom Marion had fhewn par- 
ticular marks of civility and kindnefs. In 
the evening, he was expected in his hhip, 
but did not appear. ‘The next morning 
a boat was fent out, to take in water and 
wood ; and, about nine o’clock, a man 
was perceived {wimniing towards the fhip. 
He was the only one, who efcaped the 
maffacre of his comrades, whom he had 
feen murdered with their unfortunate 
commander, and their bodies cut into 

pieces, and divided among the favages. 
Mefficurs de Clefmeur and Crozet, on 
receiving this fatal news, took al] the pree 
cautions that were neceflary to fave the 
detachments, that were pofted on the 
fhore ; and «marched at the head of them 
through a crowd of favages, whofe looks 
exprefled hoftility and refentment. In 
their paflage through a village they found 
a part of the clothes of thew flaughtered 
companions, and a human thigh which 
had been half devoured. ‘ 
After difcovering fome other iflands in 
the South Sea, our furviving travellers 
; returned 
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returned to Guam, the largeft of the Ma- 
rianne iflands, where M. Tobias, the 
Spanith Governor, had been aétive in the 


introduétion of agriculture and other Eu- 


ropean arts. M. Crozet, in this voyage, 
gives a circumftantial and accurate de- 
fcription of this ifland, and particularly of 


that beautiful and uleful tree, called the 


The Dignity of the Commons. 





Rima, whofe fruit has exa&tly the tafte of 
our bread, though fuperior to it in a cer- 
tain delicious -fiefhnefs, and is fufficient 
for the nourifhment of the inhabitants. 
This tree was tranfplanted into the Ifle of 
France, by M. Poivre, who has alfo 
tranfplanted feveral trees and fhrubs from 
the fpice-iflands of the Dutch. 





THE Britith Houfe of Commons is, 
perhaps, the nobleft and moit confpi- 
cuous theatre in the world for the full ex- 
hibition of a tran{cendant capacity. To 
this illuftrious fchool of oratory and po- 
litics, the education of young men in high 
life is dire&ted, and in the whole fcale of 
political fubordination there is not a ftation 
more honourable and important. 

Here the whole body of the people is 
reprefented, every material point of go- 
vernment canvafled, and the ampleft la- 
titude allowed to intereft, ambition, ho- 
nour, and fhame, friendfhip and enmity. 
gratitude and revenge. ‘The magnitude 
of the objects which challenge attention, 
the dignity of the audience, and the con- 
fequences neceflari!y refulting from the 
feparate and combined influence of indi- 
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On the Dicrity and Importance of th Brittsh HOUSE or 
COMMONS, 


Whoever, therefore, afpires at di- 
ftinction for political fagacity or public 
virtue, or would obtain a lead in con- 
ducting the affairs of the nation, or fill 
any of the great efficient offices of ftate, or 
direct the counfels of his fovereign, muft 
begin by enrolling himfelf among the Re- 
prefentatives of the people. It is only 
from fuch an elevated and refpeétable 
fituation he can hope to difplay his abi- 
Jities with credit, or accomplith the object 
of his wifhes. On this bufy and intereft- 
ing {cene the public eye is invariably fixed ; 
and according to the part he aéts, or the 
principles he adopts, as a Britifh Senator, 
or the delegate of Englithmen, his conduct 
will inevitably draw along with it the 
moft pointed and general approbation or 
contempt. 
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viduals, render a feat in this popular and 
auguft affembly peculiarly defiiable to M. 
every eligible candidate. , 
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ANECDOTES or tHe tate Dr. BETHAM. 


FPWARD BeTuaM, B. D. received gentle, of friendthip moft fufceptible, of 
* his education at Eton, of which fe- knowledge extenfive, he acquired the praiie 
minary he was a diltinguifhed ornament; and commendation of all men. His for- 


on : : 2 ae ; 

“ was elected from thence to King’s Col- tune was not extentive, yet his liberality 
2 , . . > = . . 

he ledge, Cambridge, in 1728, of which he kept more than equal pace with it, and 

a became a fellow in 1731; was fome time pointed out objects and-things to which it 


burfar, and by the provoft and fellows, was impoffibie for his nature to refit lend- 


is ~_ fenior fellow, was prefented to the ing his affiftance. 

Th wing of Greenford, in Middlefex. In his life-time he gave 2eo0!, for the 
nd In 1771 the provoft and feliows of Eton _ better maintaining the botanical garden at 
“ elected him to a vacant fellowfhip in that Cambridge, thereby encouraging a tludy 
ch fociety. So unexceptionable was his life, whichdid peculiar honour to his tatte, and 


that he may truly b® faid tohave made no materially benefited mankind, So humane 
enemy in the progrefs of it, Of manners was his difpofition, tha: He founded and 
L 2 endowed 





























































































































































84 Hanejty the bef 
endoweda charity (choohin hisown parith ; 
and this moft nobly in his life time, when 
avarice might have forbid it, or the tear 
of want might have excepted againft it. 
He was exemplary for his meekuels of 
mind, for his complacency, moderation, 
and affability: no pride, except that of 
being an honour to human nature, mani- 
feiied itfelf in him. 

As in his life he indicated the moft ex- 
tenfive liberality, fo at h's death he ex- 
hibited a lafiing record of his gratitude. 
Impreffed with the higheit fenfe of the 
munificence of the Royal Founder of 
Eton, within whofe walls he had imbibed 
the firtt feeds of education, he by his will 
directed a flatue of marble, in honour of 
Henry V1. to be erected at the expence of 


Policy, A Tale. 


‘ool. And, in order infallibly to carry 
his purpofe into execution, he contracted 
a few months before his death with Mr, 
Bacon, the ftatuary, to execute it, fo very 
grateful was his difpolition, that he could 
not content himfelf without this inttance 
of difplaying it: an example worthy of 
all jmitation. 

Reader! if you fcrutinife the actions of 
his life they will excite your imitation; 
if you contemplate him when expiring, 
you will honour his gratitude. Few men 
have lived more refpected, none have died 
more defervedly regretted. Hence, con. 
template his virtues! Ferget not the afy. 
lum he has erected for diftreffed inno. 
cence! ** Go, and do likewife?” 
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HONESTY THe 


BEST 


CBAries PERRIN loft both parents 
before he could articulate their names, 
aud was obliged to a charity-houle for his 
education. «Xt the age of fifteen he was 
hired by a farmer to be a thepherd, in the 
neighbourhood of Lucetta, who kept her 
father’s fheep. They often met, and were 
fone of being together. Five years thus 
pafled, when their fenfations became more 
ferious, 

Pervin propofed to Lucetta to demand 
her trom her tather: She bluthed, and 
confefled her willingnefS. As fhe had an 

d to the town next day, the cppor- 
tunity of her abfence was cholen for mak- 
ing the propofal. You want to marry my 
daughter, faid the old man, Have youa 
houle to cover her, or money to maintain 
her? Lucetta’s fortune is net enough for 
both. It won’t do, Perrin, it won't do. 
But, replied Perrin, I have hands to 
work: I haye laid up twenty crowns of 
my wages, which will defray the expence 
of the wedding r T]l work harder, and 
lay up more. Well, faid the old man, 
you are young, and may wait a little : 
Get rich, and my daughter is at your 
fervice. 

Perrin waited for Lucetta returning in 
the evening. Has my father given you a 
retulal, cried Lucetta? Ah Lucetta, re- 
plied Per:in, how unhappy am I for being 
poor? But I have not loft all hopes : My 
circumftances may change for the better. 
41s they never t red of comverfing together, 





POLICY. A tTave Srory, 


the night drew on, and it became dark, 
Perrin, making a falfe ftep, fell on the 
ground. He found a bag, which was 
heavy. Drawing toward a light in the 
neighbourhood, he difcovered that it was 
filled with go!d. I- thank Heaven, cries 
Perrin, in a tranfport, for being favour 
able to our wifhes. This will fatisfy you 
father, and make us happy. 

In their way to her father’s houfe, a 
thought ftruck Perrin. * This money is 
not ours: It belongs to fome ftranger; 
and perhaps this moment he is lamenting 
the lofs of it: Let us go to the vicar fo: 
advic:: He has always been kind to me,’ 
Perrin put the bag into the vicar’s hand, 
feying, that at firlt he looked on it a 
a providential prefent to remove the only 
obftacle to their marriage ; but that he 
now doubted whether he could lawfully 
retain it. The vicar eyed the lovers with 
attention: He admired their honefy, 
which appeared even to furpafs their a- 
feStion. Perrin, faid he, cherith thet 
fentiments : Heaven will plefs you. We 
will endeavour to find out the owner. 
He will reward thy honefty: I will add 
what I can fpare: You fhall have Lucetta 

The bag was advertifed in the news- 
papers, and cried in the neighbouring 
parifhes. Some time having elapfed, and 
the money not demanded, the vicar cat- 
ried itto Perrin, ‘ Thefe twelve thoufand 
livres bear at prefent no profit : You may 
reap the intereft at leat, Lay them out 
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in fach a manner, 28 to enfure the fum 
ielf to the owner, if he fhall appear.’ 

A farm was purchafed, and the con- 
fent of Lucetta’s father to the marriage 
was obtained. Perrin was employed in 
hufbandry, and Lucetta in family af- 
fairs. They lived in perfeét cordiality ; 
and two children endeared them ftill the 
more to each other. 

Perrin, one evening returning home- 
ward from his work, faw a chaife over- 
turned, with two gentleman in it. He 
ran to their affiftance, and offered them 
every accommodation his fmall houfe 
could afford. This fpot, cried one of 
the gentlemen, is very fatal tome. Ten 
years ago, I loft here twelve thoufand 
livres. Perrin liftened with attention. 
What fearch made you for them ? faid he. 
It was not in my power, replied the 
ftranger, to make any fearch. I was 
hurrying to Port l’Orient to embark for 
the Indies, for the veflel was ready to 
fail. 

Next morning, Perrin thewed to his 
cuefts his houfe, his garden, his cattle, 
and mentioned the produce of his fields, 
© All thefe are your property,’ addrefling 
the gentleman who had loft the bag ; «th 


money fell into my hands ; I purchafed 
this farm with it; the farm is vour's. 
The vicar has an inflrument which fee 
cures your property, though I had died 
without feeing you,” 

The itranger read the infrument with 
emotion ; he leoked on Perrin, Lucetta, 
and the children. Where am I, cried 
he, and what doT hear? What virtue 
in people fo low? Have you any other 
Jand but this farm ? No, replie! Perrin; but 
you will have occafion for a tenant, and E 
hope you will allow me to remain here. 
Your honetty deferves a better recome 
pence, anfwered the ftranger: my fuce 
cefs in trade has been great, and I have 
forgot my lofs. You are well entitled 
to this little fortune: keep it as your 
own. 

What man in the world would have 
acted like Perrin? Perrin and Lucetta 
fhed tears of affection and joy. £ My 
dear children, faid he, kifs the hand of 
your benefactor. Lucetta, this farm now 
belongs to us, and we can enjoy it with. 
out anxiety or remorfe.’ Thus was 
honefty rewarded. 

Let thofe whodefie the REWARD prac~ 
tife the VIRTUE. 
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ANECDOTES or HENRY rue GREAT ofr FRANCE, 


AS Henry IV. a fhort time after the 

peace of Vervain, was returning from 
the chace, very plainly dreffed, and at- 
tended only by two gentlemen; they 
called the ferry-boat at Malaquaig Key, 
to crofs the river to Paris. ‘he King, 
perceiving the boatman did not know 
him, enquired how people liked the new 
peace? Faith, mafter, replied the fel- 
low, I aannot tell in what we are the 
better for this fine peace ; we are eat up 
with taxes, every thing is taxed now; 
even this poor little boat of mine pays fo 
much to maintain the King, that I can 
hardly get bread to eat by it! What! 
I fuppofe (faid the Monarch) the King 
don’t enquire into thefe things ! O ! for 
that matter (anfwered the waterman) his 
Majelty is a good fort of a man enough ; 
but then he keeps a miftrefs, who will 
have fo many fine gowns and a damned 
quantity of trinkets ! and the wortt is, 
we poor folks muft pay for them ail. 
Not that it would fignify fo much if 
her Ladythip only belonged to hin ; but 


they fay the allows cther people to go 
fnacks. 

Henry was fo diverted with this cons 
verfation that he fent for the waterman 
the next day and made him repeat to the 
Duchefs of Beaufort (his mifirefs) all he 
had faid inthe ferry-boat. The Duchefs 
was fo offended, fhe wanted to-have the 
fellow hanged. —No, no, you are fimple- 
ton, faid Henry, this is only a poor 
devil that poverty has put out of humour; 
he-thall enjoy his boat-tax free for the fu- 
ture, and I'll anfwer for it, his note will bs 
every day, ** Long live Henry aud Gas 
brielle !” 

This excellent Monarch one day afked 
the Ambaflador of Rhodolphus the IId. 
Emperor of Germany, whether his Maf- 
ter had any Miftretfes? If the Empe- 
ror has-intrigues (replied the Min:fter) 
he conceals them from the public.—Ay, 
ay, like enough, rejoined Henry, there 
are fome Potentates, who have not a fuf- 
ficient number of great gualities to yen- 
ture a difcovery of their foibles ! 
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For the WestminsTer Macazine. 


On PUBLIC PREJUDICES. 


Illuftrated by the different Characters in Human. Nature. 


Ww. efteem things according te their 
intrinfic merit: it is ftrange man 
fhould be an exception. We prizca horfe 
for his ftrength and courage, not for his 
furniture. We prize a man for his fump- 
tuous palace, his great train, his vat 
revenue; yet thefe are his furniture, not 
his mind. 

The riches, nay the drefs of the fpeaker, 
will recommend the moft trifling thous hts: 
his motions and grimaces appear of im- 
portance. It cannot be, we think, but 
that the man who enjoys fo many pofts 
and preferments, who is fo haughty and 
high-{pirited, muft know more than the 
common people. 

Let a man of the moft moderate parts 
be raifed to an exalted ftation, and our 
heart comes to be infenfibly filled with 
awe, diftance, and refpeét. Let him fink 
down again among the crowd, and we 
are furprifed what hath become of his 
good qualities. 

Let not the pomp that furrounds the 
preat dazzle your underftanding. The 
prince, fo magnificent in the {plendour of 
a court, appears behind the curtain but 
a common man. Irrefolution and care 
haunt him as much as another, and fear 
lays hold of him in the mid& of his 
guards. : 

The true conveniences of life are com- 
mon to the king with his meaneft fubjeét. 
The king’s fleep is not fweeter, nor his 
appetite better. : ; 

A rich man cannot enjoy a found mind 
nor a found body, without exercife and 
abitinence ; and yet thefe are truly the 
worft jngredients of poverty. 

The pomp which diftinguithes the great 
man from the mob, defends him not 
from the fever nor trom grief. Give a 
prince all the names ef majetty that are 
found in a folio dictionary, the firit at- 
tack of the gout will make him forget 
his palace and his guards. If he be in 
choler, wil! his princedom fecure him 
from turning pale and guafhing his teeth 
like a fool? The finallett prick of a 
nail, the flighteft paffion of the foul, is 
capable to render infipid the monarchy of 
the world. 


Leifure and folitude, the moft valuable 
bleffings that riches can procure, are 
avoided by the opulent; who, weary of 
themfelves, fly to company and bufinefs 
for relief. Where then lies the advan. 
tage of riches over poverty ? 

The great and the little are more upon 
a level than they them(felves are aware of: 
the fplendor of the former is more than 
compenfated by the fecurity of the latter, 

Wifdom is better than riches ; never- 
thelefs the poor man’s wifdom is defpifed, 
and his words are not heard. 

A civility from a fuperior is equivalent 
to a real fervice from an equal: how 
much, then, is it the intereft of the great 
to be affable ? 

The leaft coldnefs or incivility from 
our betters, makes us hate them. But 
they need not be in pain ; the fir fmile 
fets all to rights. 

Weak mortal! a great man in his paf- 
fion calls your friend a fool. I do not 
pretend you fhould tell him he is miftaken, 
I only beg you to think fo. 

To gaina breach, conduét an embafly, 
govern a people, are fhining aétions. To 
tell, pay, love, hate, laugh, rejoice, con- 
verfe, properly or honeltly, to be firm to 
a true interefi, to be fair and candid, are 
things more rare, more difficult, and yet 
lefs con{picuous, 

The virtue of Alexander appears to me 
lef vigorous than that of Socrates. So- 
crates in Alexander's place I can readily 
conceive: Alexander in that of Socrates I 
cannot. Alexander will'tell you, he can 
fubdue the world: it was a greater work 
in Socrates to fulfil the w ole duties of 
life. Worth confifts moft, not in great, 
butin good actions. 

_ We are apt to reckon as nothing the 
virtues of the heart, while we idolize 
the talents of the body or mind. One 
fhall fay of himfelf coldly, and without 
thinking to offend modefty, that he is 
conftant, faithful, honeft, grateful; yet 
dare not acknowledge that he has vivacity, 
er that he has white teeth, or a good 
complexion. 

Beauty of mind. firmnefs of foul, difin- 
tereftednels, extenfive capacity, make real 
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merit; and yet they are not the aptelt to 
yaile admiration. I have known an ad- 
vice given by a man of figure, which 
would have proved the ruin of a great 
fate: I have known a contrary gne fol- 
lowed after mature deliberation, that 
proved its prefervation, without fo much 
reputation to the author, as he would have 
cained by defeating a party of fix hundred 
horfe. Events of this kind ttrike the eye 
and imagination of every one: good 
fenfe and refined policy are obvious to 
few, becaufe they are not difcovered but 
by a train of reflection. 

“Cry to the multitude, There goes a 
learned man; every one is ftruck with 
admiration and refpeé&t. Cry, There 
goes a good man; no mortal regards. 
We are curious to know whether he un- 
derftand Latin and Greek ; but whether 
he have become a better man, no body 
inquires. Yet one fhould imagine, the 
principal end of learning, is not merely 
to know, but to know for fome end or 
purpofe. 

To how many ftupid fouls has a cold 
filent mien procured the opinion of capa- 
city ? 

It is a common failing, that one will 
fooner renounce a large fum owing to 
him, than give a fmall fum out of his 
hand. 

Guicciardin obferves, that prodigality 
in kings, though accompanied with ava- 
rice and extortion, is more praifed, than 
pariimony, though accompanied with juf- 
tice. 

Nothing mends a man’s charaéter fo 
much as death, Is it that he grows bet- 
ter toward his latter end ? By no means. 
But circumttances are changed : emula- 
tion and envy are at an end, and com- 
paflion has taken pofleffion. It belongs 
to the generous and impartial heart, to 
confider others in the fame light as if they 
were dead. But this is a rule too fevere 
for the generality: it is much if one ob- 
ferve it with regard to his companions. 


wild Man. 87 

The admiration beflowed on former 
times, is the bias of alltimes: the golden 
age never was the prefent age. 

Such is the power of imagination, 
that even a chimerical pleafure in expec- 
tation, affe€ts us more than a folid piea- 
{ure in poffeffion. 

Expectation takes up more joy on truft 
than fruition can difcharge : it imagines 
its rofes all flower and no prickle: men 
always forecount their wives prudent and 
their children dutiful. A good un. 
looked for is a virgin happinefs ; whereas 
they who obtain what has been long ex- 
pected, only marry whom they have de. 
flowered. 

We part more eafily with what we pof- 
fefs, than with our expectations of what 
we with for ; becaufe expeétation always 
goes beyond enjoyment. 

Things remote, whether in time or 
place, make little impreffion. A fmall 
reward will fatisfy a great fervice long 
pat. Artful people, therefore, never 
pay beforehand, or while the work is freth 
in memory. The intereft of their money, 
is not the only thing that is faved by fuch 
delay. : 

Report gives more {cope to the imagi- 
nation than ocular infpection. Had we 
been prefent when Caliguia’s horfe was 
made aconful, we fhould have heen lefs 
aftonifhed, than we are by the hittorical 
relation, 

The more powerful, though it is he 
who is injured, is-commonly deemed the 
aggreflor. 

Death, whether it regard ourfelves or 
others, appears lefs terrible in war than 
athome. The cries of women aud chil- 
dren, friends in anguifh, a dark room, 
dim tapers, priefts and phylicians, are 
what affeé&t us the moft on a death-bed, 
Behold us alweady more than half dead 
and buried. 

Narrow minds think nothing right that 
is above their own capacity. 





N the year 1599, the Marfhal de Beau- 
monier was hunting one day in the 
foreft of Maine, when his domeftics 
brought a man of an extraordinary ap- 
pearance, whom they had taken afleep in a 
thicket, On his forehead grew two 
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ANECDOTE, from tbe celebrated Hiftorian De Tuov. 


horns, exactly retembling thofe of a ram; 
his head was bald, and his beard red and 
woolly, as fatyrs are painted. He never 
{poke articulately; but bieated like a theep- 
He was carried to M. Beaumoniet’s ho- 
tel ; but his vexation at being expofed to 
the 
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38 Anecdstes of De Thou. 


the view of the public, at the neighbour- 
ing fairs and markets, was fo extreme, 
ghat he lived only three months ; and was 
buried in the church-yard of S.. . Come. 
‘The purport of bis epitaph was (in Eng- 
Jif) as follows: 


Near this foot worn path is laid 
A cuckold frange——-whom nature made; 
Plorns he wore—yet had no wife! 
Pray tor his blifs in future life. . 
F, 
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,SIDERED-~ 


NUMBER I. 


HE hour of quiet and repofe is the 
fgafon moft proper for cool and dif- 
palfonate eflecton. The alarm and 
horiy incident to bufy and eventful {cenes, 
and the turdulent paffions excited by a 
fofpenfion of hope and fear, ina tite of 
extended and hazar:dcus hoftility, dilqua- 
lify. the mind tor fuch atientive confider- 
ation of the commonwealth, as is nece{- 
fary, in order to enable a goo citizen to 
a&t in the minner moft condu ive to the 
folid and fubftantial interefts of his coun- 
try. Such confideration is ufeful at all 
times, but more particularly fo ma period 
dacibve of our future welfare. 

Without iature reflection, and a de- 
tailed view of the ttate of public affairs, 
there is a danger that the honett aod un- 
fit pe a) 9 will become dupes to the felih 
aad defigning. It 1s not my purpofe to 
queltion the decree of 
rence due, to that fpecies of public opi- 
wion, which ts ufuaily termed the voice 
of the people. But I cannot f rbear to 
obferve, that the true way to preferve its 
dig: ity and importance, is to render it 
the voice of truth and juftice, and a fober 
diferetion. The voice of the people ought 
never to be degraded to the echo of 
venge, difcontent and difappointed ambi- 
tion. To make the popular voice the 
juit Randard of public virtue, it is necef- 
fary thar it thould be the refult of minute 
jnveftigation and attentive enquiry. It 
wiil »¢ contemned and difvegarded, when 
debafed to the inconttant acclamation of 
inconfiJer te temerity, or to the idle cla- 
mour of -imiguided folly. It canaot 
therefore be an unprofitable tak, to at- 
tempt to enlivhten the public mind, thit 
the energy of national opinion may be di- 
rected with efficacy (0 promote the gene 
ral weifare. this, [ think, will be 
found more necefiary in the prefent, than 
in any pal time, 


regard and reve-’ 


On fetting out to the public view a plain 
{tate of our affairs, both foreign and do- 
meftic, it will be feen, that if there ever 
has been a feafon of peculiar emergence, 
acrifis of uncommon delicacy ; if there 
has been, at any time, a conjun@ure in 
the affairs of a nation that called for the 
colleGiive wifdom, and united exertion of 
the whole body cf the people, it is to be 
met with in the prefent fituation of the 
Britith empire. It is the purpofe of the 
prefent addrefs, to colle& into one point 
of view, the numerous difficulties and em- 
barraffments. with which we are furround- 
ed on every fide; and to fketch out fucha 
picture of our true fituation, as will move 
every Britith heart and hand ta.co- -operate 
in the great work of reftoring us to our 
former piofperous ftate. Toe plan of 
fyftematic difcord had a long trial, and 
moft calamitous iffue. . Every good man 
withes to fee it buried in the fame grave, 
where it has laid the grandeur and prof 
perity of his country. 

It is fomething, that we have gota 
breathing time from onr difficulties. It 
has been dearly purchafed, and requires 
much management and addrefs to tum tt 
to account. In this paufe of calamity, 
we have time to lovk around us, and 
contemplate the many new political rela- 
tions, which the independence of America 
has introduced, Many and great as the 
changes are, that have been already pro- 
duced by this revolution, I hazard but 
little in pronouncing: it pregnant with 
events, ftill mare numerous and impo- 
tant. 

The difficulties are confiderable that at 


tend any {peculation on a fubjeét, at once’ 


complicated and new, Hiltory furnithes 
no lights to guide us, in a conjungure, 
to which nothing parallel can. be dilco- 
vered in the annals of mankind. The 
balance of power, which has exercifed the 

talents 
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yilents, and agitated the paffions of the 
Furepean world, for near a century palt, 
is now entirely deftroyed, and a frefh 
equilibrium 18 to be fought after in the 
nice equipoife of new divifions and fubdi- 
vilions of alliance, power, jealoufy and 
competition. Werea new world to have 
fprung up from the depths of the ocean, 
flourihing in men, arms, cultivation and 
commerce 3 @ more entire and complete 
reverle of the fyftem of European politics, 
could not have been effected. 

Nor is it the aStual fituation of things, 
that alone has been 1everfed by the late 
revolution. The opinions of mankind 
have undergone a mighty change. All 
the fpecious plaufbilities of the world 
have lott their authority. The minds of 
men unreltrained by the reverence due to 
ancient maxims, and eftablifhed ufage, 
are univerfally agitated with a bufy fpirit 
of change and innovation, Thole, who 
are acquainied with the mighty influence 
of opinion in all human affairs, are not to 
be informed, what a large portion of poli- 
tical obedience depends upon its autho- 
itv. 

Ret:ofpetive wif’om, and book know- 
ledge, are little available in fuch a trying 
concwrence cf difficulties. It requires a 


prompt fagacity to difce.n the objedts ac- 


tually pafling m view, and to adapt our 
conduct to the exigency of the times, in- 
tead of Sally pl.dding on in the anti- 
qua’ed trammels of an exploded fyftem. 
It is not the leatt of her misfortunes, that 
bt tain fhould be obliged to quit her an- 
cient maxims, and be compelled, in her 
old ag’, to enter upon a new ftudy of 
experimental policy, where knowledge is 
to be gradually gleaned from laborious 
difcovery, independent of any known efta- 
blified theory. An intimate acquaint- 
ance with the thoufand ways in which 
our remaining power and commerce are 
liable to be afieéted, by the shifting im- 
preilion of a new empire, in a new world, 
is a fcene the moft abitrufe and. compli- 
cated, 

This impreffion is felt in all quarters. 
In our treaty with France, we find a fti- 
pulation for new commercial regulations. 
The fame- in the Spanith treaty, The 
Dutch too, I mean the rwling faétion in 
Holland, feem but little difpofed to renew 
the ancient conne&tion which has fubfitted 
between England and her, with little exe 
ception, from the Revolution to the pre- 
fent time. Such are the fymptoms of 
change abroad, created by American in- 
dependence, while in its dameftic affairs, 
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England feels the thock to the very centr® 
of her comynerce and power. Can any 
man, who means honeftly to the com- 
monwealth, think this a fit time for exaf- 
perating the bitternefs of internal divifion, 
and attempting a revival of paft animo- 
fities ? 

On a more diftinct view of our affairs, 
it will evidently appear, that this general 
picture of our difficulties and embarraff- 
ments, is, by no means, overcharged. It 


will be preffed home to the conviction and 


feeling of every man, that to extricate us, 
is required not only a combination of 
whatever is left to this-country, of talents, 
of virtue, of perfonal weight and family 
confideration, in the higher orders ; but 
alfo the chearful concurrence, and ani« 
mating confidence of the people at large. 
To begin with our foreign politics. 

Fiance has been fo long in a ftate of 
con{tant competition, and fo frequently 
of bitter hoftility with this country, as to 
be deemed, and generally ftiled, her na- 
turalenemy. The propriety of the phrafe 
may be an object of criticifm; but the 
juftnefs of the national feeling that origi+ 
nally gave birth to it, has feldom been 
queltioned. The national antipathy to 
France, is by no means founded on a na-~ 
tional contraction of fentiment; it origi- 
nates from the neceflary relation of things, 
and a ftrong fenfe of national intereit. 
Where two great ftates are fo fituated, as 
that the fecurity and power of the one are 
dependent on the weaknefs and depreffion 
of the other; where the gain of one is 
the lofs of the other; a fentiment of felf- 
prefervation, and, what is almoit equally 
forcible in its operation, a fentiment of 
ambition intolerant of equility, will for 
ever Keep them in a ftate of fecret rival- 
fhip, or open hoftility. France and Eng«~ 
Jand furnifh an example in point. Ever 
fince the growth of the power of France, 
by the union of her provinces, the de~ 
preffion, of the Houfe of Aufvia, the 
weaknefs firft, and confequent se¢ceffion 
of Spain, and the creation of a fotmida- 
ble marine by Lewis XIV. that power 
has proved a moft dangerous neighbour 
to Great-Britain. Nor will the competie 
tion ceafe, till a decided fuperioricy or an 
entire fubjugation of either kingdem be 
fully accomplifhed. 


To give an adequate view, therefore, 


of the prefent ftate of our foreign politics, 
it will be neceffary to confider our new 
relations to other fates, a$ they have a 
tendency to affect our grand relation, te 
this our great and natural rival, and in 
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this cohfidefation to look attentively to 
fhe changes which commerce, the great 
fource ot power, has fuftained by the late 
fevolution,’ In purfuance of this plan, 
the moft natural way is to begin with 





America, the great original caufe' of all 
the late and prefent alterations. This 
very important fubject I thall endeavour 
candidly to difeuls in my next numbet, 
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TER MacaziIne. 


JOURNAL ofthe PROCEEDINGS of the FOURTH. 


SESSIONS of the FIFTEENTH PARLIAMENT 


of GREAT-BRITAIN. 
HOUSE OF 


COMMONS. 


Monpay, January 12. 


FPHE Houle of Commons met after the 
veceis, during the holidays. 

Mr. Fox rofe to move the order of the 
day for entering upon the ftate of the 
ration ; but feveral Members waiting to 
de fworn, Mr. Fox was under the necef- 
fity of fitting down. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt was the laft fworn, 
and then took -his‘feat on the Treafury 
B.ach. 

Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox rofe at the fame 
¢ime, which produced a general uproar, 
the friends of each gentleman calling upon 
him to proceed. 

r. Pitt faid, he had a meffage to de- 
liver from his Majeity. 

Mr. Fox exprefled the higheft refpect 
for a meflage from the King ; but declared 
his duty to his country rendered it riecef- 
fary for him to perfevere in moving for the 
order of the day. 

The Speaker decided in favour of Mr. 
Fox, on the ground of his having rifen to 
move the order of the day betore Mr, Pitt 
‘¢ame into the Houfe. 

Mf. Fox moved, that the order of the 
“day be read 5 which being feconded, 
"Mir. Pitt infifted, that no cenfure for 
‘diferder could fairly be imputed’ to him, 
“his perfevérance being in confequence of a 
“metlage from his Majefty, which he would 
‘How poftpone till a free opportunity of- 
“fered to lay'it before the Houle. Hecom- 
‘Plained; with fome afperity, of the rapié 

refolutions which the Honfe had been fur- 
prifed into during the abfence of his Ma- 
_yéfty’s Minifters, whofe prefence was ef- 
‘Yential to all proceedings in Parliament. 
Fo the order of the day, he faid, he had 
mo objection; the fate of the nation was 
‘gn objec at all. times worthy. the confi- 
& be ee 


deration of the Houfe; but he faw no 
prefling neceflity for going into it at 
prefent. As the Minifier of the Crown, 
he was ready’to hear every thing any man 
had to propofe in that Houfe ; but he was 
not to be influenced by party-heat or the 
90 of violence. At prefent, he thought 
the motion for the order of the day ought 
to be withdrawn ; there were many c. gent 
reafons for deferring it. The fituation of 
India he ftated as the principal ; it was 
alarming, ‘and demanded immediate at- 
tention. The rejeGled bill he had oppofid 
from a confcientious conviction of its evil 
tendency. He ftated it as militating with 
the conflitution ; creating a new power; 
giving influence and patronage to patti- 
cular men; and as being a violation of 
chartered rights, fané&tified by repeated 
a&ts of parliament. He enlarged on the 
unjoftifiable manner in which it had been 
hurried through the Houfe, before it was 
poflible for gentlemen to be apprifed of its 
malignity ; and concluded with withing 
the Houfe to wave the confideration of the 
order of the day, and give him leave to 
move a new India bill. 

Mr. Erfkine rofe, and with great ani- 
mation juftified the refolutions of which 
the Right Hon. Gentleman comp’ained. 
He thought it bis duty, as a member 
that Houfe, to exert himfelt in averting 
the impending ruin with which that Right 
Hon. Gentleman's mifguided ambition 
threatened his country. The title of Mi- 
nifler of the Crown, which the Right Hon 
Gentleman arrogated to. himfelf, was 4 
new character, which the conftitution of 
England neither acknowledged nor knew. 
He called upon the Miniter of the Crowty 
Yo be informed whether it was his in- 
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tention to prorogue or diffolve the Parlia- 


ment? If the meflage was for that purpofe, 
he mult fay, that Minitters had abufed the 
confidence of the Houfe, and that the 
Houfe had the confidence of the people. 
He was furprifed the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man could think of being a Minifter when 
there was fuch a confiderable majority 
againft him. It was a tatk invidious in 
its nature; it was dangerous. If Parlia- 
ment were to be diffolved, the reprefenta- 
tives of the people might be faid-to be 
mere tenants at will; the creatures of de- 
fpotilin, affembled only to regifter edicts 
of the Minifter of the day. He drew a 
picture of Mr. Pitt’s fituation now as a 
Minitter; and at the time when his coun- 
try looked up to his abities and his name 
as one of the great props of the contti- 
tution. He defcribed his own feelings 
when he firt heard him; but muft view 
him now as Hamlet did the pigtures of his 
tather and uncle. Here he pronounced a 
paraphrafe on Hamlet's fpcech, drawing a 
pidtue of what Mr. Pitt was, and what 
Mr. Pitt is. He contrafted his conduét 
with that of Mr. Fox. He adverted to a 
former declaration of his, that he would 
never accept of a fubordinate fituation ; 
but Mr. Fox had paffed through fubordi- 
nations in office, to acquire wifdom and 
experience. He had {upported laborious 
oppofitions, and acquired the power to 
ferve his country on conftitutional princi- 
ples; not by fecret influence, dark in- 
trigues, and the thameful privacy of back- 
ftairs. oe 

Mr. Erkine digreffed in vindication of 
Lord North. To the American war, he 
faid, he himfelf had ever been an enemy ; 
but if the noble Lord had been deceived, 
fo was the majority of Parliament, fo was 
the nation ; and the noble Lord had never 
delcended to be the Minifter of a clofet. 

Mr. Powys wihhed to fee the diftracted 
government of this counery broadly and 
permanently eftablifhed, not to be de- 
prived of the great abilities of the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, Mr. Fox, though at 
the fame time he was happy the prefent 
Adminittration had not that perfon in it 
who had brought on the calamities of the 
American war. The bufinefs of the day, 
he confidered, as a ftruggle for power, 
Inno moment of his life was he better 
pleated than when he heard the Eaft-India 
bill had been thrown outs but he fhould 
have been {till more pleated, if it had been 
lott in that Houfe inftead of the Lords, 
He thought the diffolution of Parliament a 
bazadous meafure ; but would by no 
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means adyife M:nifterg to pledge them- 
felves againft it. He declared againft 
afperity in debate, and expreffed his con- 
fidence in the new Minifter. He execrated 
the conduct of the prefent oppofition, b 
condemning in the grofs, and cenfurin 
without the leaft thalow of a crime, a 
before any one meafure had been catried 
into effect. The Eaft-India Bill, intended 
by the prefent Minifter, he knew nothing 
of, It he liked it, he would fupport it 5 
but he thought nothing ought to divert 
the attention of the Houle from that moft 
important object. 

Mr. Fox retorted, that no man in the 
Houfe made greater ufe of it. He had 
himfelf been often its object. He admitted 
the neceflity of urging forward the India 
bulinefs, provided the meafure was fuch 
as would produce the wifhed-for effect. 
Reports were abroad, that the exiftence of 
Parliament depended upon the fate of this 
bill, If oppofed, a diffolution was to 
follow. He urged this as a reafon for the 
ftate of the nation to be entered upon as a 
previous bufinefs, even though the bill 
was to be brought in by the King’s Mi- 
nifter. He doubted not the King’s preroe 
oye to diffolve at the end of the feilion; 

ut lawyers had doubts upon the power of 
diffolving at a crifis like the prefent; and 
a ftatute of Richard II. was pofitive for 
prohibiting diffolutions while petitions were 
pending. He digreffed to a long defence 
of the coahtion, which he confidered as 
the only means of reftoring the nation to 
profperity and luftre. 

Lord Mulgrave ridiculed the idea of 
conftitutional precedents in the reign of 
Richard II. when the Commons were fo 
ignorant that they confulted with the Lords 
tor information. He ftated the time for 
fuch refearches to begin at the Revolution. 
Mr. Fox, his Lordfhip faid, had often 
attacked Lord North as the creature of 
influence, his Lordfhip held it in abhor- 
rence! He imputed to oppofition a fpirit of 
contention inconfiftent with their profef- 
fions of patriotifm and public good. He 


' regretted, that men of abilities fhould be 


excluded from a fhare in the government 
of their country, and ftrongly urged a 
general coalition. He reprobated the idea 


_of fecret influence, and ftated the quefion , 
before the Houfe as an obvious one, whe- © 


ther this kingdom was henceforth to be 
overned by a faétion, or by men re- 

ponfible for their actions? and whether 
the Sovereign was to be a free man or a 
flave? Perhaps, his Lordfhip faid, fecret 
influence was lefs to be dreaded than 
Ms another 





































































































































































































































































































































































































¥ On fecret 
another fort of influence, which had been 
recommended, but he trufted, perifhed in 
the India bill. 3 
Mr. Pulteney obferved, that two great 
sival factions had forgot their enmities, 
and were united to monopolize all the 
power of the country into their own hands, 
’ and to render the King nobody. To 
break that power, a diffolution of Parlia- 
ment might be neceffary. 

Lord North never felt, he Yaid, during 
‘the twelve years he had heen in office, 
that fecret influence under which he had 
heen fuppoted to aé&t ; but it from thence 
by no means followed, that no fuch in- 
fluence did really exift. For aught he 
knew, there might have been a mine‘un- 
der his houle, and though it was not blown 
up, it was no proof that the mine was 
not there, Not knowing or fuipeéting it, 
he might live in fecurity ; but he mutt be 
a madman who, with his eyes open, would 
build his houle upon a mine which his 
enemy might blow up whenever he chofe 
foto do. Secret influence, which might 
formerly be problematical, was now open- 
ly avowed. A Peer of Parliament had 
given fecret advice, and gloried in it. 
“The prerogative of the Crown to diffolve 
Parliaments was ucqueftionable ; but pre- 
rogative could receive efficacy only from 
the fupport and confidence of Parliament. 
Without thefe it would be a fcare crow 
prerogative, and without them the King 
would be nobody; but when the prero- 
gative was fupported by the confidence of 
the nation, it made the King fomebody 3 
it made him the greatett Prince in the 
world. 

Mr. Dundas wondered, that the noble 
Lord was not able to fpeak more decidedly 
to the exiftence of a fecret influence. It 
was ftrange, indeed, that the noble Lord 
could live twelve years over a mine with- 
out once feeing or fmelling it out. The 
noble Lord had taken great pains to prove 
propofitions, fo evidently true, that no 
anan could difpute them: the King, with- 
out the fupport of his people, was nobody ; 
with it, he was a great Prince. But 
where was tie ground to fuppofe, that in 
the late changes the King had not the 
fupport of his people? He advifed the 
noble Lord not to ule out-of the. way ex- 
preffions, which might be remembered 
when the circumftances with which they 
were coupled might be forgotten: of this 
kind was the expreffion of {care-crow pre- 
rogative, A learned friend of his (Mr, 
Lee) was greatly mifreprefented in public, 
tor faying a charter was Only a ikin ef 
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parchment with a piece of wax dangling 
toit. In the fenfe the learned gentlemi 
ufed them, the words might be perfeilly 
jw; but, remembered alone, had givea 
rife to a print witha label, * An Atta. 
ney-General to be only a carcafe, dang. 
ling at the end of a rope.” 

General Conway was aftonifhed at the 
new doétrine he had heard this day from 
a new Minifter ; «* that he held it as his 
duty, not to give verbal explanations cf 
an anfwer given by his Majefty to that 
Houle,” Hitherto, he underttood, thet 
every fpeech and anfwer from the throne 
were to be confidered as coming from the 
Minilter ; but he had now learned from 
the new Minifter, that all former opi- 
nions on this head were uncontftitutional, 
The advocates for the abfolute preroga 
tve of the Crown, in calling and diffolving 
Parliaments, ought to look back to the 
hiftory of this country. Charles I, ud 
‘to diffolve Parliaments at his pleafure, as 
did alfo Charks If. Unfortunate James 
II. trod in their fteps; but thefe diflou- 
tions loft the firtt his head, and the lat 
his kingdom. He then drew a contrat 
between the late Earl of Chatham and his 
fon, the prefent Minifler. The former 
quitted his office of Minifter becaufe he 
found behind the throne fomething greater 
than the King: while the latter was avow. 
edly introduced into the cabinet by thit 
very fomething which had driven his fa- 
ther from it. The wording of the King’s 
anfwer was ebfcure. Why could not the 
right honourable gentleman come forward, 
and declare openly, that the Parliament 
was or was not to be diffolved ? This isa 
point which the Parliament had a right to 
know. 

Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer in 
reply faid, that when his honourable friend 
(Mr. Banks) had pledged his name to the 
Houfe on the fubject of the diffolution, 
and faid, that he (Mr. Pitt) would not 
advife fuch a meafure, his intention % 
that time certainly was not to advife the 
Crown to diffolve the Parliament; butit 
could never be fairly inferred from thence, 
that in no poffible future contingences {uch 
a meafure would not be advifeable. 

Mr. Sheridan rofe in great warmth, and 
faid, ‘the right honourable gentleman had 
fhamefully, fcandaloufly, and hypocriti- 
cally deceived the Houfe. How thuffting 


Was this conduét in a young Miniter, 
unhackneyed in the ways of men! This 
was an initance of duplicity ftarce to be 
paralleled by the moft hoary hypocnte 
that ever guided the councils of @ grest 
natiolls 
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nation. If, in the very outfer, the young 
Miniter thus trampes on the conttitu- 
tion, what may not be apprehended fom 
the andaeity of bis riper years ? Mr. She- 
nidan digreffed to pomt the edge of his /a- 
tive at Mi. Dundas: to match the Attor- 
ney General’s dangling at a rope’s end, 
micht be drawn a ttriking likenefs of the 
jearned gentleman and a label fiom his 
mouth, expreffing an appeal from the Par 
liament to the people; or he might be 
drawn after he fhall have been dilinifled 
from office, as ftretched on a bed of tor- 
ture, with a label out of his pocket, ‘* The 
martyr of the chartered rights of man- 
kind;” and, as a contvaft, another iabel 
miglit come from his mouth, with the 
title of his own bill, ** Fhe Government 
of India.” This kept the Noufe in a roar 
for a confiderable time. He concluded 
his ferio comic {peech with a ftory from 
the journals, which happened in the reign 
of Charles II. of a Sir Richard Temple, 
which bore, he faid, a ttriking refem- 
blance to a very recent traniaétion of a 
name fake of his, which he recommended 
as a pattern for his friends to foilow. 

General Rofs related a converfation 
which he had lately had with a noble 
Earl, fuppofed to be in the intereft of the 
prefent adminiftration, The noble Earl 
told him, he had feen his aame in a lift 
that wis handed about of gentlemen fup- 
yoled to be friends to the difcarded Mini- 
tters. His reply was, that he had given 
no perfon authority to infert his name in 
any lift whatever. He was a plain man, 
very willing to ferve his King, whom he 
had already ferved for thirty-eight years 
at the expence of fome of his blood, and 
was ready to ferve him again when called 
upon in the way of his profeffion ; but, 
as a member of parliament, he would 
purfue his own judgment, and very pro- 
bably he might vote againit the prefent 
minittry. The noble Lord then told him, 
that whoever fhould vote againft them 
would be looked upon as the King’s ene- 
my. He was fo hurt at this, that he re- 
folved to lay the affair before the Houle, 
though he withed not to give up the name 
of the nobte Lord. 

Lord Maitland hoped the honourable 
gentleman, if he would not give up the 
name, would at leaft teil the Houle, whe- 
ther the noble Lord has any place under 
the Crown, 

General Rofs replied, that he had; as 
he is Lord of the Bedchamber. Tivis 
created an uproar, and the name of Lord 
Galway was prefently whifpered through 
the Houfe, : 
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Mr. Lee {late Ate. Gen.} faid, his 
family had always been triends to the 
Brunfwick family, and his blood san 
warm at the very name of the princefs 
Sophia, yet his Jove for that family did 
not not extinguith his love for the conftie 
tution. He defended his expreffion rela- 
tive ‘to a charter being only a piece of 
parchment, with a piece of wax dangling 
to it. He fpoke, he faid, comparatively,: 
What was a charter, when compared with 
the falvation of thirty millions, and the 
prefervation of an empire, but a piece of 
pirchment, with a piece of wax cangling 
at the end of it ? 

Mr. Rigby had heard, he faid, thar, 
if Mlinifters fhould be lett ina minority, 
Parlianient would be diffolved. He de- 
clared, he did not believe it, till he had 
heard the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
deliver his fentiments; and now he had 
not a doubt of it, unlefs the Houfe thould 
frighten the Minitter out of his intentions 
by numbers on the divifion. The woid- 
ing of the King’s anfwer was conceived 
in terms that an Old Bailey or a Newgate 
Solicitor would be afhained of. Why 
did not the Minifter {peak out? Was he 
afraid of the Houle he was about to dif= 
folve? Was he afraid to tell the nation 
what he thought of their reprefentatives ? 
It was a poor equivocation in the Minitter 
relative to what-his friend had {aid fo 
htm, obvious to the meancit capacity. Hi 
then adverted to the late refolunions of the 
Ealt-India Company. !f they were to be 
the bafis of the Minifter’s new bill, he 
muft call it tie moft wreichcd of all the 
half me fures he had ever heard of. 

The Houle div:ded on the order of the 
day, 

Ayes 232 
Noes 193 

Majority againftthe Minifter - 39 

Immediately after the diviton the Houfe, 
went into a Committee on the ftate of the 
nation, in which Mr. Fox moved a firing 
of refolutions in fubftance as follows: 18. 
Refolved, That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that for any perfon in his 
Majefty’s Treafury, Exchequer, &c. to 
iffue any public money for fervices alieady 
voted by this Houle, unlefs the ufual bill 
for appropriating the fums voted for fer- 
vices fhould pais into a law before any 
dilolution or prerog tion of Parliament, 
would be a high mifdemeanor, &c. 

2dly. That there be laid before the 
Houte, an account of all fums iffued for 
public fervices from Dec. 19 1783, to 
Jan, 12, 1784. gdly. 


















































































































































3dly. That no more money be iffued 
on the credit of a vote of the Houfe, until 
the above account fhall be Jaid betore the 
Houle, nov for three days after. — 

4thly. That the Chairman be inftruéted 
to move the Houfe, that the mutiny bill 
be read a fecond time on the 23d day of 
February next. 

ObjeGiions having been made to the 
third refolution, Mr. Fox, to thew that 
he had no intentions to withhold the fup- 

lees, gave itup; and, on his faying he 

ad no more refolutions to move, 

Lord, Surrey refe to trouble the Com- 
mittee with two, which were in fubltarce : 

sft, Refoived, That, the prefent fita- 
ation of his Majeity’s dominions and ad- 
minitiration, it is abfolutely necefiiy, 
that the Minittry fhould enjoy the confi- 
dence of that Houfe, and of the public. 

adly. Refolved, ‘That the late ch nges 
in bis Majchy’s government were preceded 
by general and alarming seports 5 that his 
Majelty’s ficred name had been uftd for 
the purpok of influencing the deliberations 
ot Parliament; and the vew appointments 
were at ended with new and extraordinary 
circumftances, by no means tending to 
conciliate the confidence and fupport of 
rliament. 
Mr. Dundas moved an amendment to 
e firlt, which, after fome debate, was 
Negaiived. 

The fecond refolution pomting fo di- 
reQtly againft the new Miniltry, their 
friends of courfe oppefed it. 

Mr. Dandas moved, that the Chairman 
do leave the chair, report progrels, and 
afk leave to fit again. On this motion a 
debate and divilion took piace. 

For the chairman to leave the chair 142, 
aga nit it 196. 

Lord Surry’s motion was then carried 
w-thout a diviliens The Houle was re- 
fumed, and the different refolutions were 
reported: after which Mr. Pitt prefented 
the King’s meffige re!at.ve to the accom- 
modation of the Heflian trocps tion Ame- 
yica, who being prevented entering the 
Welter by the ice, were therefore obliged 
to be landed and quartered at Chatham ; 
and then moved an addrefS of thanks to 
his Majelly, tor h.s gracious communi- 
cat‘on. ; 

The Honfe, at a quarter before feven 
in the mornings adjourned to Wednef- 
day. 

Wednucfdiay, Yan. r4. 

Mr. Pitt laid betore the Houte the plan 
of bs India bill, 33, 

Alx, Hanilten, of Bargany in Scotland, 


Hiffian Troops at Chatham. 


prefent qucitign -was precWely this, Wha 


was fummoned to appear before the Houfe, 

being charged with bribery, ‘which after. 

wards was found to be occationed by a 

mifapprehenfion in Mr. Dalrymple. 
Friday, Fan. 16. 

The Houfe went into a Committee on 
the ftate of the nation. 

Lord Charles Spencer moved, “ That 
(it having been declared to be the opinion 
of this Houfe, that, in the prefent fitua- 
tion of his Majetty’s dominions, it is pe. 
culiarly neceffary, that there fhould be an 
Adminiftration which has the confidence 
of this Houfe, and of the public; that 
the appointinents of his Majetly’s prefent 
Minilters, were accompanied by circum. 
ftances new and extraordinary, and fuch 
as do not conciliate or engage the confi. 
dence of this Houfe) the continuance of 
the pretent Miniiters, in trutts of the high- 
eft importance ane refponfibility, is con. 
trary to confitutional principles, and in- 
jurious to the interetts of his Majefty and 
his people.” : 

Mr. Baker very ably feconded the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Powys regretted the melancholy 
ftruggies and divifions which daily pre- 
vailed in the Houfe; wiflied mot devout. 
ly that principles of agreement and coali- 
tion might be fome how or other eftablith- 
ed among the oppofition parties ; and ic- 
probated the feverity of the refolutions of 
Monday night. But while he thus ardently 
detired coalition, he could fcarcely fee 
how it could be accomplifhed. A coali- 
tion, unfortunate to this country, had 
taken place between a right honourable 
member, with whom he had long atted, 
whote political maxims he had been ac- 
cultomed to revere, and a noble Lord, 
whole virtues he refpeéted, but whofe par- 
liamentary conduét he-reprobated. This 
connection was now, perhaps, of iuch a 
natme as could not be broken ; he, for 
his part, would not defire either party to 
violate the chaftity of his marriage vow. 
The noble Lord was perhaps to be /au- 
dandus, ornandus, fed toendus. Jn that 
event, their coalition would at leat ceale 
in that Houle, but their fentiments and 
politics would fill be coupled together. 

_ Mr. Jollitiy {poke in favour of the mo- 
tion. ' 

Mr. Drake wifhed the Houfe to at 
with moderation ; moderation was the b tt 
means for fifting the fentiments of the 
Houle, and the ‘ true ventilator of the 
Conftitution.” 

Mr. Holdfworth obferved, that the 
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was to be the Minifter? He took a fur- 
vey of the chara¢ter of Lord North, Mr, 
Fox, and the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and concluded, that to the nation 
the option of either, or all of them, was 
dreadful. 

General Rofs, Sir William Dolben, 
and many otheis fpoke. 

Mr. Fox obferved, that political di- 
ftin&ions were by no means involved in 
the prefent queflion. The principles of 
Whig and Tory, which had given rile to 
fo much difference of fentiment, and to 
fo much difputation in the world, had no 
connexion with it. In his converfations 
with the rankeitt Whigs, and in the courfe 
of his reading on their political quettions, 
he had never found the hardiett of them 
deny a right inherent in the prerogative to 
eleét its own minifters. On this point all 
agreed. But though this was admitted, 
was it not alfo the privilege of that Houfe, 
and of Pa:liament, to decide on the con- 
duét of Adminiltration, the peculiarity 
ot their introduction into office, and the 
circumftances which entitled them to the 
confidence or reprobation of that Houfe ? 
This principle was allowed on all! hands, 
and the exercife of itin many and various 
inftances, had faved the country from 
ruins Though it was alfo the preroga- 
tive of his Majefty to appoiut his Mli- 
niflers, it might ftill be a point worthy 
of confideration, how far it was prudent, 
wile, and politic in a Monarch to continue 
them in power, and fupport them in of- 
fice, when declared by that Houfe to have 
been elevated in their {tation by unconitti- 
tutional means, and fuch as had rendered 
them unworthy of the confidence of that 
Houfe. On this queftion, as he could 
not allow himielf even to imagine that a 
Monarch would appoint Minifters whom 
he did not think poffeffed of the confi- 
dence of Parliament, fo he could not even 
form an idea that a wife and prudent So- 
vereign would be hardy enough to con- 
tinue in office thofe who had been repro- 
bated as undeferving their regard. In 
his opinion, therefore, there was no me- 
dium, no option to the Crown, if the 
late refolutions remained-expunged. ‘ 

It had been alledged, that thefe refo- 
lutions were pafled at a late hour, and 
were precipitated in a manner unbecom- 
ing their magnitude and importance. It 
was true they were decided at the con- 
clufion of a long and tedious meeting. 
But gentlemen were to reflect on the num- 
bers who voted on the occafion, and on the 
length of difcuffion, to which they had 
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been previoufly fulje&ted. There were 
338 Members in the Houfe at the period 
when’ thefe refolutions were adopted— 
and, though decided at a late hour, theic 
grounds had, in the preceding courfe of 
debate, been frequently touched on, and 
fully explained. 

Much, he added, had heen faid of the 
importance of an immediate and rapid 
diicuffion of the bill which had that day 
been read in the Houft—He hoped every 
Member would paufe over thele fuggef- 
tions—refles&t for a moment in whom the 
bill originated—and confider that it came 
from men, and was fupported by men, 
to whom that Houfe had denied its con- 
fidence, and whofe mode of eledtion it 
had reprobated and condemned. 

Mr. Fox faid, he frankly coincided 
with an Hon. Member, who had - flerted, 
that the failure of any bill propofed by 
Minilters, was no caule for thew difmif= 
fion frem office. This, he allowed, was 
a found doétrine—but let it be applied to 
the diffolution of the late Miniftry. A 
bill received the fanction of one branch 
of the leg'flature, and was fubmitted to 
the coniceration of the ether. Every 
thing feemed at firft to promife a favour- 
able reception in the other Houfe—There 
was but one method left to overturn itm. 
amc¢thod as new as unexpected, as fecret 
as it was infamous. ‘ihis dark defign 
was accomplifhed by a Member of the 
prefent Adminiftration, but who has fince, 
for reafons bett knewn to himéelf, refigned 
his charge. It was not, therefore, the 
failure of the Iadia bill in the other House 
which ejected the late Minittry, but the 
mode by which that failure was accom- 
plithed-—a mode, which being new and 
extraordinary, that Houfe had condemn- 
ed. On thefe accounts, though the In- 
dia bill, which had been this day read, 
were the effence of political wifdom, it 
ought to he rejected by the Houfe. 

It had been aflerted, that the influence 
of the Crown in that Hou was dimi- 
nifhed. Still, however, was it not great 
and extenfive ? Did nor the difmifion of 
the late Miniftry, and the adoption of the 
prefent, exhibit and illuftrate its magni- 
tude? Were not both thefe meafures 
effe&tuated by the means of a dark and fe- 
cret influence on the Royal mind? Was 
it not in this way that Minilters, who had 
been emphatically ftiled the Keepers of bis 
Majefty’s Confcience, were difmiffed trom 
the participation of his Councils and Go- 
vernment? Thefe were fa&s wh ch were 
no fecrets. Thus the perfon who was 
acceflary 
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96 
acceflary to their exiftence found himfelf 
under the neceffity of publithing, and, 
while he publifhed them, he publithed his 
own infamy. Would a man, with the 
heart of a man, have acted fo mean and 
fhameful a part? 

Mr. Fox faid a great deal more in his 
own juilification, and that of the cou- 
lion, after which he conciuded with ob- 
ferving, that he bad but ene point more 
to touch on, and which he could not pafs 
over in filence. Much had been faid of 
aftive and paflive influence. ‘This was a 
@oSiine, which, in its application to the 
Royal Pesionage, who had frequented 
that Houfe of late, he did not under- 
ftand. God forbid that he fhould not 
feel its political concerns. Where was 
he more likely to imbibe a knowledge of 
the principles of the conftiiution, than 
within thofe walls? And how could he 
more eminently i-lufirate the excellence of 
bis charaéter, than by thus blending his 
perfonal refpeét for his Majetty with his 
attachment to his conntry. 

Mr. Dundas could by no means think, 
that there was foundation for thoie marks 
of indignation which had ap-potsed againtt 
an Hon. Member, when he lated his 

pbfervatians relpecting the appearance and 

nfluence of a Great Perionage, the heir 
Fapparcnt, he heped, at fome dittant pre 
siod, to the Throne of an illuftrious Sie, 
Sere rediens in Calum. He thought that 
sndignation mifplaced, and repeaied, that 
af it were potjib!e to imagine that tuch in- 
fluence could be exerted by the ditin- 
guithed Perfonage, the Heute could not 
.be too foon warned of its danger, and 
guarded againit its contagion. 

Lord North vindicated the indignation 
of the Houfe, and exhibited a moit fplen- 
did defcription of the Royal Pe:fonage 
alluded to. It was highly pioper, that 
in thefe times he fhould come down to 
thar Houle, to acquire a knowledge of 
the principles of the conflitution, and to 
fortify himéelf more efpecially in tome fu- 
twe pericd againft ihe intrigues of de- 
figning men, and the malignant influence 
of whifperers. He obviated feveral ob- 
jections made to the motion by the laf 
fpeaker, and afferted, that it contained 
in it no marks of an Addyets to the 
Throne. 

An Hon. Gentleman, to whofe com- 
pliments he was, on all occafions, much 
indebted, had faid, that he was /eudandus, 
ornandus, fed tollendus. What did the 
Hon, Member mean by follendus ? He 
tupposed the plain English of it was, to 


Prince of Wales complimented: 


be kicked up fairs. This put him in mind 
of a quotation from a French tragedy, 
containing the reply of a lady who had 
been offered particular favours—the cx. 
claimed, 

*© Pourquoi, ces honneurs ? Mon hon. 

neur efi tumbee.” 

It was thus the was ornanda & tol. 
lenda. 

If he was to be kicked up flairs, he 
knew not on what account. He could 
however affure the Houfe, that he would 
never quit it till fuch time as in the 
courfe uf nature, Providence thould de- 
prive him of an aged and venerable father, 
cr till fuch time as this Houfe furvived 
its own honour. ~ His Lordthip indulged 
much facetious remark in the courfe of 
his {peech. 

Nir. Sheridan adverted to an expreffion 
of Mr. Powys, which he ufed on the 
overthrow of Loid North, and contrafted 
it with his expretlions now. 

He had quoted a text from our great 
bard, to fhow the obftinacy of Lord 
North, who, after the hints he hed res 
ceived, hints undoubtediy more remote 
than fome that had been lately given, 
ftill tcttered in his feat. 


“i of old 
“© The biains being out, the man would 
“© die, 
‘© And fo an end.” 

But now, he faid, they haunted us like 
fhadows, and return with fifty mortal 
gefhes on thew front, to {cave their mur- 
theers. ‘This tte Hon. Gentleman had 
applied at that time to Lord North, only 
becaufe he h-d not taken the hint, but 
now he was earneft in recommending to 
Minitters not to take the hint, but to ad- 
here to their feats until they thould be 
fairly out. ‘hey, however, gave them 
the hint contained in the prefent niotion, 
in addition to what they had given them 
before, and if they found that hints, how. 
ever broad, were inetieétual, they mut 
then proceed to a more explicit method. 

‘The Hon. Thomas Onilow fpoke in 
the moft handfome terms of his Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales, He faid, 
that fo far from coming to that Houle to 
influence the preceedings, he-came there 
to ftudy their proceedings, to acquire 
conflitutional knowledge, and to learn 
the principles of that pure and public go- 
vernment, by which alone this country 
could he rendered happy. His ideas of 
liberty were the moft exalted, and the 
nation would have reafon to rejoice that 

he 
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he cultivated his mind, by attending to 
the proceedings of that affembly. 

This produced along debate. At half 
pat three o'clock this morning the Houfe 
divided, when there appeared 

Ayes 205 
Noes : 184 
Majority for the motion ——zt 
Wednefday; fanuary 21. 
The Houfe adjourned to 
Friday, January 23. 

When the Commons went upon Mr, 
Pitt's India Bill, upon which feveral gen- 
tiemen {poke : about eleven o'clock the 
Houle divided on the queflion, that the 
Lill be committed, when there appeared 

Ayes 214 

Noes 222 
Majority ——8 

Saturday, January 24. 

The Houfeheld a converfation, rather 
than debated on the expected diffolution 
of Parliament. 

Monday, January 26. 

Mr. Eden called the Houte to a recol- 
lection of the laft debate, when queftions 
were put to the Minifter, which he pe- 
remptorily refuled to anfwer. He would 
now argue, that every individual could, 
upon every occafion, infilt upon explicit 
anfwers from Minifters; but he did not 


entertain a doubt, that where the fenfe of 
the Houfe was taken, every queltion de- 
manded under that fan&tion, fhou'd -be 


anfwered. Since the Miniiter had re- 
fufed the information demanded by the 
Houle, and fince that information was ef- 
fential to their proceedings, he was de- 
termined to cbtain it by motion. 

The motion he was about to make, was 
not the fame with that which he had in; 
tended to have made on Friday laft, that 
motion was of a more particular nature. 
It was for the Houfe to refulve, that it 
appears to this Houfe, that the confiden- 
tial Minifters of the Crown, tefufing to 
anfwer queftions put to them in that 
Houle, backed by the fenfe of the Houfe; 
was contrary to the ufage and cuitom of 
Parliament, and gives occafion to ad- 
drefles to the Crown, which othe:wife 
would ke unneceffary.”  Retufals,of th.s 
kind were unknown to the conititution, 
and the arguments in fupport of them 
were new doctrines, of two or three days 
duration ; they were, however, confiftent 
with the other part of that conduct af- 
fumed by the Right Hon. Gentleman who 
had introduced ihem. He had ventured 
to ftay in office after a vote of that Houle 

d declared, that there was no conft- 
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denee placed in the Miniftry with whom 
he ated. His motion had two objects, 
one was to end that anxiety and fufpenfe 
which afflicted every perfon who had a 
regard to his perfon, by coming to a cer- 
tain knowledge of the intentions of Mi. 
nifters, refpecting the diffolution of Par- 
liament ; the other was, that in tafe Mi- 
nifters fhould*anfwer, that they had ad- 
vifed adiffolution, to follow the intended 
refolution, if carried, with one ftill more 
firong : imploring his Majetty. to con- 
tinue the prefent Parliament, notwith- 
fianding the advice. The Houfe of Coms 
mons, he cefcribed, as pofleiling the fuil 
confidence of the people, as bearing a 
character of independence and virtue. 
He reminded the Chancellor of the Ex+ 
chequer, that his fituation was new—this 
country had, perhaps, never before {ven 
a Minifter continuig in office againi a 
vote of the Houle. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman had himfelf declared his fitwe 
ation to be novel, he would add, that 
to continue in it was unconilitutional. 

He then moved, that his Majeity’s 
an{wer to the addrefs of the Houfe of the 
24th of December, againft a diffolution 
of Parliament might be ead, which was 
readaccordingly. . 

A motion was made, and the queftion 
propofed, ** that it appears to this Houfe, 
that his Majetty’s molt gracious anfwer 
contains affurances, upon which this 
Houfe cannot. but moft firmly rely, that 
his Majefty will not, by any prorogation 
or diffolution of Parliament, interrupt 
this Houfe in their contideration of pro- 
per meafures for regulating the affairs of 
the Eaft India Company, and for fup- 
porting the public credit and revenues of 
this country ; objecis which, in the opi- 
nion of bis Majetty, and of this Houle, 
and of the public, cannot but be thought 
to demand the moft immediate and unre- 
mitting attention of Parliament.” 

Mr. Marfham arofe to fecond the mos 
tion. He conttrued the Royal anfwer to 
be an affurance to tle Houfe of continu. 
ing the Parliament, and a recommenda- 
tion to them to go into the India bufinefs ; 
and on their part, he faid, there had been 
no unneceflary delay, no protraction. 

Mr. Pitt faid, the motion offered to 
the Houfe purported a refolution founded 
on a conftrufion, put by the honourable 
mover upon his Majeity’s anfwer io an 
Addrefs of that Houfe, praying that the 
Parliament might not be diflolved 5 but 
before he observed upon that conttiuétion, 
be would) ult touch upon a matter imme- 
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diately relative tohimfclf. He ftood ac- 
cufed of refufing to anfwer to a queft-on 
put to him by the Houfe ; but he muit 
in anfwer potitivély fay, that the Houfe 
had not put any queflion whatever to hin. 
He then adverted to the motion, and de- 
clared, that he totally diflented from the 
conftru€tion put upon it: it was an ux- 
limited conftru&tion; he in advifing the 
anfwer, had never intended that the words 
fhould be taken in that liberal fenfe. It 
was a forced conftruéction; for no man 
who reflected for a moment, could ¢on- 
ceive, that his Majefty would fo bind 
himfcif up from the exercife of his pre- 
rogative, that he could in no cafe pro- 
rogue or diffolve his Parliament, on any 
o-cafion, however great the neceffity ; 
or that he would advife a fupenfion of the 
prerogative for an unlimited time. He 
again went back to the charge of refufing 
information ; upon which he faid, that 
he was not as a Minifter obliged to an- 
{wer quettions with verbal promifes. He 
aiked, what did the Royal aniwer pro- 
mife?’ It promifed a mecting after the 
recefs, but did not iniure to the Heule 
that there fhould not be a prorogation or 
diffolution, if an extraordinary ¢afe made 
at necellary. “There was no pledge of the 
kind in the anfwer; no fuch conftruction 
could be tairly deduced trom it. Jt was 
exuo:dinary that iuch conflruction 
frould*be put on it now, for he pertectly 
recollected, and the Houle, no doubt, 
“recollected, that the {upporters of the pie- 
fent motion had put a different conttruc- 
tion on it; they had declared it en inade- 
auate fecurity tor the continuance of Par- 
Jrament. They did not sett on t—they 
did not give it credit as a promile unli- 
suited. He concluded with faying, he 
never did, nor never would advife the 
Crown to pledge an indefinite fulpenfion 
ot the prerogative, and he affured the 
Micuie, that he bad not advited a diffolu- 
tion of Parliament, 
Mr. Fox anfwered, that had the an- 
tver Now oiven by the Right Hon. Gen- 
many been given a fortnight ago, it 
would have faved the nation and that 
Howe much anxiety and great trouble. 
th would have faved many gentlemen 
contiderable expence ; but the anfwer now 
given was not {ufliciently fatisfactory, 
there were ether things upon which the 
Houfe required, and mult receive infor- 
maton. Why was the Right Honourable 
Gentleman now in office? Had not the 
Houle refolved, that his continuance in 
uthce, atter they had voted that he had 
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not the confidence of the Houfe, way 
unconttitutional ? He had himfelf ae. 
knowledged that hfs fituation was novel, 
Is he, with his opinion, to oppofe the 
voice of the Commons? Would he an: 
fwer what fyltein of government was to 
be Iaid down ? Individuals were bound 
by the fenfe of the Houfe; but hehado 
ofed that fenfe, and thereby caused q 
delay of public bufinefs, highly injurious 
tothe nation. Thehonour of the Hout 
was concerned—it was at ftake—it n uf 
be fupported: But it could not be fatis- 
fied while the prefent Adminiftration re. 
mained. ‘The Houle had pledged its 
honour to the nation upon the fubjec, they 
had pledged their honour to oppofe men 
who had not their confidence. It wasa 
dangerous precedent for men, fituated as 
the prefent Minifters were, to remain in 
office, and therefore the prefent refolution, 
if it failed in effect—if it failed in re. 
moving them, mutt neceffarily be followed 
up by an Addrefs tothe Throne. Hedee 
fired to know if the Right Hon. Gentleman 
wifhed to carry every thing to an extre. 
mity. The Houfe mutt have an expla 
nation upon this point from the Confiitu. 
tional Minifier of the Crown, for the 
Houle had declared him fuch. This, he 
faid, was not {peaking the language of 
declamation, or of delufion, but the lan- 
guage of the Votes and Journals of the 
Houle of Commons. It was his wih 
that the Houfe would cooly confider upon 
what had happened within three weeks 
pail, it would thew the neceffity of urg- 
ing, ef forcing Minifters to an implicit 
explanation of their intentions. It had 
been {aid on the part of that Minifter that 
he had entered into no meafures, but he 
infitted he had, and he appealed to the Re« 
folution of the Houfe which had con- 
demned him ona meafure. The Right 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had acknowe 
ledged that his fituation was new ; butit 
was noc only new but unprecedented. It 
was unparalleled fince the Revolution, 
and’ he doubted fuch another could not 
be difcovered even anterior to that period. 
He recapitulated what he had faid ona 
former! debate, upon his Majefty’s an- 
{wer to.the addrefs of the Houfe, to pre 
vent adiffelution, Admitted he had then 
faid that it bore a doubtful conftruction, 
and he admitted that every affurance car- 
ried an implied condition in cafe of ne- 
ceffity. He again urged that the Heuf 
mutt infil upon an explanation. Its ho- 
nour was pledged. Its dignity was con- 
ceined, and it mus be fatisfied, 
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Mr. Pitt replied, that he thould have 
gone further into the fubjeét, and parti- 
culasly into that part which refpected the 
removal of Minifters, but that as the 
order of the day was for the Houfe going 
into a committee on the ftate of the na- 
tion, he bad referved himfelf forthe com- 
mittee. He declared he had no objeétion to 
explain himfelf moft fully to that Houfe 
on any occafion, and ftriétly coincided in 
opinion with the Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr, Fox) that no individual fhould con- 
jider himlelf fuperior to the Houfe of 
Commons. Free fenfiments, and free- 
com to declare them, were the rights of 
every man, and therefore he would be 
open in declaring his. The right of re- 
moving Minifters was not velted in the 
Houfe of Commons, but in the Crown, 
and there was nothing illegal in continu- 
ance in office, particularly when it was 
notcrious that his refignation would be 
mijurious to the country. This was 
conftitutional language, not difrefpeétful. 
He itaid in upon principles of neceflity, 
and furely the neceffity was great, where 
he faw a change would be prejudicial to 
his country, and in fuch a fituation he 
would rifque for the public good, every 
private confideration refpeting himfelf. 
Tt had been obferved, that the fenfe of the 
Houfe had been taken from a majority ; 
he mult remark on this, that the fenfe of 
the Houfe has not grown more and niore 
by majority, for the majority had decreaf- 
ed on every fubfequentdivifion. His Ma- 
jefty, he faid, would a& fiom what the 
ienfe of the Houfe then was. ‘The Mi- 
niflers, he faid, were not the caufe of the 
late meafures. They had the confidence 
of the King and people, and, in his opi- 
nion, the change promifed no benefit to 
King nor people. On the fubj.ct of 
union, he faid, that it mutt have refpec& 
to principle and public honour, and that 
parties muft meet, if they met at all, as 
became public men; and it was un- 
doubtedly, in his opinion, an effential 
object, which, if it could be accomplifh- 
ed, would give falvation to the ftate. The 
confequences. of the immediate refigna- 
tion of the executive officers of the Crown, 
fhould be confidered with coolnefs—it re- 
quired the utmoft deliberation—it was a 
delicate fubjeét. He concluded with af- 
fuing the Houfe, that. his motives for 
remaining in, were folely attached to the 
public fervice, without any view of pri- 
vate or pei fonal emolument. 

Mr. Fox again called upon Mr. Pitt. 
Hg afked him, did he confider himéelf 


fuperior to that Houfe Did he oppoie 
his private opinions to their open refolu- 
tions? Was not his continuance in of- 
fice injurious to the country ? Had not the 
Houle anfwered, Yes? If he ftaid in, 
the bufinefs of Government could not be 
carried on ; for every Adminiftration mut 
have force in that Houfe, arifing from 
confidence ; and he ftated the majority on 
the Eaft India Bill, to thew that the lait 
Miniftry had that force and confidence. 
From an Adminiftration like the prefent 
he infifted, that nothing could be expect- 
ed but anarchy and confufion, There 
was a total want of Government, with an 
attempt to tranfaét the national bufinels 
by intrigue and whilpers, ‘Thefe were 
the aids of which Minitters availed them- 
felves; and he compared the going out of 
the prefent Miniftry, to the refignations 
that innmediately followed the death of 
Lord Rockingham : in the lait there was 
honour; in the other there would be dif- 
grace. He confidered Mr. Pitt's argu- 
ments as the moft extraordinary he had 
ever heard ; it was faying that he would 
act from opinion. It had been faid, thar 
the power of removal was folely in the 
Crown : he had never denied the princi- 
ple ; but there was a right of addrefling 
to scmove velled in the Commons ; and it 
was his advice to the Houle, in the exer- 
cife of this right, to be moderate, firm, 
and temperate. Whatever elfe he might 
give up, in fuch a fituation as the pre- 
fent, he would never give up the honour 
of the Houfe ; he was bound, and he 
would fupport its honour againft uncon- 
ftitutional principles. ‘Their honour mut 
be maintained at all events: no man whe 
had voted for the refolutions, could get 
over that point without being guilty: of 
treachery to the Hcufe ; and that for the 
vileft purpofe, to fansfy private’motives, 
The voice of the Houle of Commons was 
the key alone toa trong Adminiltraticn, 
Sha!l we then, faid he, weaken it? He 
was ready to give up much ; ‘but never 
the dignity of the Houfe. It the refolu- 
tions were not to command refpect, they 
were of no ule. Would any man iile 
up and move torefcind them? He atked, 
could the prefent Government do any 
thing ? Could that be’ a ftable Govern. 
ment which could do nothing? He had 
no obje:tion to a proper and fair union ; 
but the eontinuance in office of the prefer t 
Minitiers was a ftumbling block which 
could not be got over 3 and would the 
Houle fuffer itfelf to be offered up a vic- 
tim to trem? If the iffue of the conteft 
Na thou!d 
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fhould turn out difagreeable, it mutt be 
imputed, he faid, to thofe who thought 
themfelves wiler than the Houfe, and they 
mutt anfwer. He blamed not the Right 
Hon. Gentleman for adhering to his own 
opinion, he would do the fame, but would 
net be an inftrument. 

He then faid, thet if the prefent motion 
was carried, he fhould 


poltponed till the next day of meeting. 


That he fhould not now propole any 
motion, and that his advice was for tem- 


perance and forbearance. ; 
Mr. Powis exprefled the higheft re{pect 
for Mr. Fox, declared thit the apparent 
change in atairs had reftored him to his 
temper ; thanked Mr. Fox for his fpeech 
and candour ; differed with Mr, Pitt in 
opinion, whole fituation he now thought 


move that the 
Committee on the State of the nation be 


materially altered ; he difapproved, how. 
ever, the refolutions heretofore entered 
into, as being” grounded on doubtful 
foundations, and falfe conclufions,—_ 
Againtt the India Bill he continued to ie 
decided, but the pretent motion had hig 
{upport. 
‘ Mr. Gilbert was for reftoring tranquil. 
ity. 

Mr. Arden had no objection to the 
motion, providing it went no further, 
than that the Houle relied upon his Ma. 
jelty’s wifdem, not to diflolve, unleg 
fomething extraordinary happened, 

Mr. Martin paid a compliment to Mr, 
Pitt. 

The queftion was then carried without 
a divilion, and the Huule adjourned to 
Monday, Feb. 2. 
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MONTHLY ano CRITICAL REVIEW 


For 


An Experimental Hiftory of the Materia 
Medica, or, of the Natural and Arti- 
ficial Subttances uled in Medicine, &c. 
By Wiliam Lewis, M.B. F.R.S. 
With numerous Additions and Correc- 
tions, by John Aikin, 4to. 


R. Lewis’s Hiftory of the Materia 

Medica, has long heen eiteemed the 
moft valuable work upon that fubjeét in 
the Englith language ; but a confiderable 
time having elapfed fince his lait publica- 
tion, Myr. Aikin has added fuch correc- 
tions as Jater improvements in natural 
hittory and medicine have produced, and 
which the learned author himfelf, had he 
been living, would undoubtedly have 
made. To every vegetable article, Mr. 
Aikin has fubjoined the Linnen name. 
He has correéted all the references to the 
Edinburgh Dilpenfatory, by the laft edi- 
tion of that work ; he has added feveral 
néw articles, which have been recom- 
jnended upon apparently fufficient grounds 
yr various publications, both foreign and 
domeftic ; but at the fame time has not 
thought it allowable to omit any thing, 
though the ftate of medica! theory has un- 
dergone contfiderable’ changes fince the 
author wrote ; fo that the prefent publi- 


gation is {til!, in every respect, Dr, 


FEBRUARY, 


1784. 


Lewis’s entive work, to which Mr. Aikig 
has made many yery valuable additions, 


Two Dialogues concerning the Manner 
of Writing Hiftory, tranflated from 
the French of Abbe de Mably. 8vo. 
In the Review for April laft, page 

207, we gave our opinion of this inge- 
nious Wok, upon its original publica- 
tion in French, It is not neceflary to 
fay more here, than that the tranflation 
appears to be well executed, and to ex- 
prefs with fidelity, the fingular opinions 
of this lively, inftruétive writer. 


Fragment de Xenophon, neuvellement 
trouve dans Jes Ruines de Palmyre, par 
un Anglois, Traduit du Gree par un 
Francois. &c. 

This is a little piece in which * More 
is meant than meets the ear."—A gaico- 
nading fketeh of the late unhappy Ame- 


rican war. The perfons of the drama 
are King Phillip of Macedon, i. ¢. the 
prefent French Monarch—Thales, Dr. 
Franklin—Tufingonas, General Wabh- 
ington—Erugenes, Monfieur Vergennes, 
cum multis altis.—The Author opens his 
Fragment with all the Colonies of Alia 
Minor, (America) revolting by reafoh 
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thaee (Old England) and applying for aid 
to the brave Athenians, who engage King 
Phillip in the difpute, and attack the 


Carthaginians 


preffion and cruelty, againft Car- 


in the heighth of their 
wealth and glory. After fome time the 
poor Carthaginians are defcribed to be 
heat out of all their dependencies, and 
forced to fubmit to a moft difgraceful 
peace, which is celebrated at Athens 
(Paris) with the greateft demonftrations 
of joy.— We fhould not have taken fo 
mach notice of this morceau of Gall'c 
piealantry, but from an affurance that it 
has met with an uncommon fale at Paris, 
and is a favourite piece with the French 
gnd their new American allies. 


A Letter to a Country Gentleman. 8vo. 


A fenfible attack upon the late Mini- 
ftry, and a vindication of the Nobleman 
who interpofed at a late critical junéture, 
who, this writer afferts, aéted not only 
conttitutionally, as an hereditary copn- 
fellor of the Bene ; but did the nation 
mot fignal fervice, 


Serious Reflections on a Diffolution of 

Parliament. By an Eleétor. 8vo. 

The fcope of this pampilet is t thew 
the propricty of a diffo'ution of Parlia- 
ment, which the Author contends for in 
avery plaufible manner, 


The Bithop of Landaff's Sermon, preach- 
ed before the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, on Friday, January 30, 1734. 
¢to. 

This diftinouifhed Prelate (whofe text 
is, © Doubtlefs there is a God that judg 
eth the earth.”’) confiders the interpofi 
tion of Providence in feveral points of 


« Political Anecdote. 


1ory 
view, and then emphatically fays, « J 
might now pa{s on to apply thefe general 
oblervations concerning Providence to the 
particular occafion of this day’s meeting ; 
but I forbear ; for I dare not fay, as fome 
men faid, that God was on their fide 
when they embrued their hands in the 
blood of their King, and fubverted the 
conttitution of their country, becaulé their 
attempts were attended with fuccels ; nor 
dare I affirm, with others, that the do- 
mettie evils which the nation fuffered 
during the ufurpation were evident proofs 
of God's difpleafure at the ufurpers, 
For what is this but in our rafh and fhort. 
fighted zeal to make the fupreme Gover- 
nor of the Univerfe a partifan in our dif- 
putes, an abetter on one fide or other of 
what is wrong? We cannot fathom the 
depths of God’s councils: but from all 
his difpenfations we may learn wifdom 
for the conduét of life. From the dif. 
after which we this day deplore, kings 
may learn the danger of governing con- 
trary to law,. and even cf tenacioufly 
contending for all the rights of theig 
predeceffors, when the circumétances and 
opinions of a great nation demand from 
them unufual conceffions : and the peo- 
ple, on the other hand, may learn the 
danger of fupporting any fet of men, or 
even either Houle of Parliament, in their 
attempts to infringe the eftablithed prero- 
gative of the Crown, left in rediefling 
the grievances incident to monarchy, 
they fabricate for themfelves the tenfold 
fetters of republican tyranny. In all 
civil commotions there are fo many bad- 
intentioned men on the right, and well- 
intentioned men on the wrong fide, that 
it is impoffible to make a general and juft 
eflimate of the moral merit or demerit of 
either fide. 





aaa 


POLITICAL ANECDOTE or 


A SHORT time after King George the 
Firft acceded to the Throne, an at- 
tempt was made by a party in the Houfe 
of Lords to wreft from the Crown, ‘a pre- 
Togative, which is one of its-fineft flowers ; 
and is, befide, the only check on the 
dangerous views which that Houfe (which 
may ftop both money bills and all other 
bills) might be brought to entertain, viz. 
the rizht of adding new members to it, 
and judging cf the times when it may be 
expedient to do fo. 

A bill was accordingly prefented and 
carried in the Houfe of Lords for limiting 
** the Members of that Houfe to a fixed 
pumber, beyond which it was not to be 
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KING GEORGE rue FIRST. 


increafed.”"—It was fent to the Houfe of 
Commons, and occafioned great alterca- 
tion.—The King was fo unacquaintd 
with the government over which he was 
come to prefide, and with his own in- 
tereft, that having been perfuaded by the 
Lords, that the objeétion made to the bill 
by the Lower Houfe originated from an 
opinjon that it was difagreeable to his 
Majelty, he was prevailed upon to fend a 
mefflage to let them know that fuch- an 
opinion was very ill founded, and that 
fhould the bill pafsin their Houfe it thould 
meet with his affent !—After mature con- 
fideration, however, it was very properly 


rejected, For. 
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Tez COURTLY ECCLESIASTIC. 


A CHARACTER. 


EE fpruce Nugefo, that pedantic beau! 
All flath and folly, butterfly and thew! 
That wanton flutters in St. Fames’s air, 
And-fpreads his plumes to make the vulgar 
flare : 
Whofe fignal honour ftamps the faireft mark, 
At play-lioufe, op’ra, ball, or in the Park. 
66 Why there ?” There he difplays fuch 
pretty things, 
As found the praife of priefts, lords, dukes, 
or k—gs 5 
66 What, what are thefe ?>———-Lawns, filks, 
runclias, rings. 
Thefe grace fair Virtue in her loftieft ftate, 
Or Virtue mimic in the gracelefs pate. 
What Nature to Nugo/s has denied, 
Fortune and thefe have bountcoufly fupplied, 
For, working wonders at the foul’s expence, 
iy | They fill the mighty void of worth and tenfe. 
Full flufh’d with thefe, his gates wide open 
ftand 
To welcome vifitants, a famous band 
g Of fops and fribbles——Lord knows who 
befide, 
Tofs'd up in all the emptinefs of pride. 
With well-taught fteps they fcrape the marble 
floor ; 
Rich ia politenefs, tho’ in learning poor. 
Not ungenteely train’d in mopith books, 
But fkill’d in airs, congecs, and fimpering 













































looks. 

Compliments pafs’d (‘ pray, Gentlemen, fit 
down, 

* I’m proud to fee youm-Fack! here take my 
gown 5 

$* I hope all’s well at home; and what’s the 
news ?” 

With fuch like ftuff, as babbling blockheads 
ufe) 

The clock ftrikes three ; quick fwells the lav: fh 
board 





With all that ether, earth, or fea afford ; 

And (ftrange to tell!) with well-difiembled 
face 

The mantling coxcomb lifps unmeaning grace, 








* The Church-bell, 
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BEING A 


SELECTION OF ORIGINAL AND FUGITIVE POETRY, 


OF APOL-LQ, 


From dith to dith his fparkling eye-balls roll, 

And all the barpy rifes in his foul. 

Slice after. flice he cuts with eager guft, 

Nor dreams of frus with his hungry cruft. 

Each dainty courfe the dapper waiters bring, 

From foup to cuftard, and — * Here’s church 
and King.” 

See the glad board with circling glaffes crown’d, 

The fparkling bottle, and the bowl profound! 

Toaft toaft fucceeds (a bleft, but fhort-liv'g 
reign !) 

Till all the body dances in the brain. 

Stories and jefts alternate kill the time, 

And zounds, to grace them, is allowed no 
crime. 

Loud peals of laughter fill the echoing hall, 

While itreams of nonfenfe trickle from them 
eee 

So idly pafs the wheeling hours away, 

Till night is vanquith'd by the dawn of day. 

Now fair Avrora paints the eaft with red, 

And Sonus foothes them on the gilded bed, 

Yet wakeful fancy plays the mimic part, 

And pleating vifions dance about the heart; 

Each frantic fcene of pleafure, pride, and whim, 

Smiles in the face, and thoots thro” ev'ry limb. 

Till Sef darts vertical his fervid ray, 

And warns Nugofo, in the dumps—to pray. 

The doleful beli * now ftrikes his heavy ear, 

More difmai far than Mars’ loud trump to hear, 

O now unlike that pleafing filver found, 

That calls the pudding, and makes Sack tip 
round ! 

“* Tell Trudgit + not to wait,” Nugofo cries; 

** I'm deeply pre-engag’d 5” and rubs his 
eyes.— 

There let him rub, till time metes out that 





{pan 
Of life, that’s ufelefs both to God and man. 
PASQUIN, 


For the Weftminfter Magazine, 
SON NE TT 
To 


ACCEPT, fair patriot ! from the Mufe’s hand 
This myrtle-crown with rofesinterleav’d— 
This ftretch’d on yonder cliff thy poet weav'd, 
Imbower'd by rocks, by rifing breezes fann'd; 
Meay 


A Lapy. 


+ His Curate, 
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THE COURT 


Mean time his eye the boundlefs ocean fcann'd, 
Whofe waves with paufing found his ear 

reliev'd, Mths 
And fancy dwelt oo naval palms atchiev’d 
By feagirt Albion’s tutelary band. 

Nor thou rejeét, however rudely twin'd, : 
‘Thofe native emblems of thy face, and mind, 
Nor {corn the worth which honeft warmth 

in{pires.; } 

For well thou know’ft that art can ill controul 
The wild luxuriance of a Britifh foul, 

When freedom animates, and beauty fires. 


T. We 





s a 8 BS &..*s. 
Written at Pier cefield in Monmouth fire. 


PIERCEFIELD ! the choice of Gods, if 
earthly crime 
Had yet forborn to tempt celeftial ire, 
Whote bowers have nurs’d the themes of 
ancient rhyme, 
Whoi. caves refounded to the druid-lyre ; 

Bold as thy forefts, as thy rocks fublime, 
Could verfe refic&t the raptures they infpire, 
Her voice fuperior to the rage of time 
Might call on endlefs ages to admire, 

But fhort the reign of art—for fee below 
Her darkling veil the pallid ivy throw 
Around the grafs-grown abbey’s * rooflefs 

wall ; 

And yon tall cliff, whofe fummit lifted high 
The banner’d caftle’s + warlike fymmetry, 
Mock from his edge the fragments as they 

fall, 


For the Weftminfter Magazine. 
BURLESQUE ODE. 
Addrcfid to the RoyaL ACADEMICIANS. 
By. PETER PINDAR. 


SONS of the brufh, I’m here again! 
At times a Pindar, and Fontaine, 
Cafting potic pearl (1 fear) to fwine ! 
For hang me, if my laft year’s Odes 
Paid rent for ¢ lodgings near the gods, 
Or put one fprat into this mouth divine. 


For odes, my coufin had rump-fteaks to 


et! 
So fays Paufanias—loads of dainty meat ! 


* Tintern Abbey., 
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And this the towns of Greece, to give, thought 
fit; 
The beft hiftorians one and all declare, 
With the moft folemn air, 
The poet might have guttled till he fplit. 


How different far, alas! my worthip’s fate? 
To foothe the horrors of an empty plate, 
The grave § pofleffors of the critic throne, 
Give me in truth, a pretty treatem 
Of flattery, mind me, not of meat, 
For they, poor fouls, like me, are fkin and 
bone. 


No, no! with all my lyric pow’rs, 
I'm not like Mrs. Cosway’s || Hours, 
Red as cock turkies, plump as barn-door 
chicken ; 
Merit and I are miferably off— 
We both have got a moft confumptive cough 3 
Hunger hath long our harmlefs bones been 
picking. , 


Merit and I, fo innocent, fo good, 
Are like the little children in the wood—= 
And foon, tike them, fhail lay us down and 
die ; 
May fome gvod Chriftian bard in pity frong, 
Turn redbreaft kind, and with the {weeteft 
fong 
Bewail our haplefs fate with watry eye. 


Poor Chatterton was ftarv’d with all his 
art! 


Some confvlation this, to my lean heart— 
Like him, in holes too, fpider-like 1 mope: 
And there my rev’rence may remain alas! 
The world will not difcover it, the afs! 
Until I fcrape acquaintance with a rope. 


Then up your Walpoles, Bryants mount like 
bees, 
Then each my pow’rs with adoration fees— 
Nothing their kind civilities can hinder--- 
When, like an Otho, I am found 3 
Lke Jacob’s fons, they'll look one t’other 
round, 
And cry “ Who would have thought this a 
young Pindar ?” 


Hanging’s a difmal road to fame--- 
Piftols and poifon juft the fame--- 
And what is worfe, one can’t come back 
again--- 
Soon as the beauteous gem we find, 
We can’t difplay it to mankind, 
Tho’ won with fuch wry mouths, and wrige 
ling pain, 
Sing p Ye 


+ Chepftow-Caftle. 


t The attic ftory, or, according to the vulgar phrafe, Garvet. 


§ The Reviewers. 


|| A fublime piéture this! the expreffion is truly Homerical.---The fair artift hath, in the 
moft iurprifing manner, communicated to canvafs the old Bard's idea of the Brandy-fac'd 


Shgs.-- See the Iliad, 
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Oy 
Ye Lords and Dukes fo clever, fay, 


(For you have much to give away, 
And much your gentle patronage I lack) 

Speak, is it not a erying fin, 

That folly’s guts are to his chin, 
Whiltt mine are flunk a mile into my back? 


QGft as his facred Majefty 1 fee, 
Ah! George (1 figh) Thou hatt good things 
with thee, 
Would make me fportive as a youthful cat: 
It is not that my foul fo loyal 
Would with to wed the Princefs Royal, 
Or be Archbifhop---no! I'm not for that. 


Nor really have I got the grace, 
To with for Laureat Whitehead’s place 5 
Whofe odes Cibberian---fweet yet very manly, 


Are fet with equal ftrength by Mr. Stanley. 


Would not one fwear, that Heav’n /i2"'d fools, 
There’s fuch a number of them made ? 
Bum-proof to all the flogging of the fchocls, 
Noray of knowledge could their skulls pervade + 
Yet take a peep into thofe fellows breeches, 
We ftare like congers, to obferve the riches. 


O Genius ! what a wretch art thou, 
That canit not keep a mare nor cow, 
With all thy compliment of wits fo frifky ! 
Whilft Folly, as a mill-horfe blind, 
Befide his compter, gold can find, 
And Sundays fport a Prampet and a wi ifkye 


For the Weitminfter Magazine. ‘$ 


To the Memory of CAPT. COOK, 
the CircuM-NAVIGATOR. 


From the French of the Abbe D’Lifle. 


G IVE, give me flow’rs, with garlands of 
renown, 
Thofe glorious exiles brows my hands thall 
crown, ; 
Who nobly fought on diftant coafts to find, 
Or thither bore thofe arts that blefs manxind 5 
‘Thee chief, brave Coox, o’er whom, to nature 
dear, 
With Britain Gallia drops the pitying tear ; 
Fo foreign climes and rude, where nought 
before. 
Announc’d our veflels but their cannons roar, 
Far other gifts thy better mind decreed, 
The theep, the heiter, and the tkately (teed 5 
The plough, and all thy country’s arts; the 
crimes 
Atoning thus of earlier favage times. 
With peace each land thy bark was wont to 
hail, 
And tears and bleffings fill'd thy parting fail. 
Receive a flranger’s praife ; nor, Britain, thou 
Forbid thefe wreaths to grace thy hero’s brow, 
Nor {corn the tribute of a foreign fong, 
For Virtue’s fons to every land delong : 


THE COURT OF APOLLO. 


And fhall the Gallic Mufe difdain to pay 

The meed of worth, when Lewis leads th 
way ? 

But what avail’d, that twice thou dar’d@ to try, 

The froft-bound fea, and twice the burning 
fky, 

That by winds, waves, and every realm rever'd, 

Sate, only fafe, thy facred veftrls fteer’d; 

That war for thee forgot its dire comman!s? 

The world’s great friend, ah! bleeds by Lavage 
hands, 


Fierce funs of Britain, who lament his fats, 
With his ambition fir’d, be truly great; 
Why o’er your equals feck defpotic tway ? 
Bleffings, not bondage, let your fleets convey, 
Her brows adorn’d with laurels cull’d by France, 
Victoria now bids tardy Peace advance, 


Defcend, O lovely Peace! fo long implcré, 
Come, let thy prefence, to the world reitor'd, 
Adorn thefe feenes, the fubject of my lays; 
From various ftates one happ; nation raife; 
To fields, to billows, plenty, commerce give, 
Calm both the worlds, and bid fair feien 

live ! 





To the Editor of the Weftminfter Magazine, 
SiR, 

‘The amiable and unfortunate Bifhop Atterbury, 
the friend of Pope and Swift, being chil. 
lenged by Dr. Garth te write extempore in 
praife of a Goofe Quill, produced in a few 
minutes the following beautiful lines, 

Your conftant Reader, 
‘ Ch, 


THE Quill of the goofe is a very flight thing, 
Yet it feathers the arrow that flies from 

the fring, 

Makes the bird it’ belongs to fly high in its 
flight, 

And the jack it has oil’d, againft dinner, go 
right. 

It brighténs the floor, when ‘turn’d to a broom, 

And brufhes down cobwebs at top of the room 

Its plumage by art into figures is wrought, 

As foft as the hand, and as quick as the 
thought ! 

It warms in a muff, and it cools in a fcreen, 

It is good to be felt, and as good to be feen 

When wantonly waving, it makes a fine fhow 

On the creft of the warrior, or that of the beats 

The Quill of the goofe (1 fhall never hav 
done, 

If through all its perfeétions and praifes! 
run) 

Makes the harpfichord vocal, which elfe would 

be mute, 

And enlivens the founds, the fwect founds of 
the flute ; 

Records what is written in verfe or im profe, 

ByRamfay, or Cambray, by Boyle, orDetpreaut. 

Therefore well did the Wife Man thus preach 


to us all, 
© Defpife not the worth of thofe things thit 
are {mall.” ; 
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Fripay, January 9. 

HE Emperor has legitimated all children 

born of iilegitimate marriages 5 and has 
forbidden, under pain of fevere fines, the far- 
ther ufe of that part of fome breviaries, con- 
taining the leffons of Gregory the VIIth, on 
the right of the Popes to depofe Emperors, 
Thefe mafs-books had been forbidden before, 
but the order had not been obferved. 

The Great Duke of Tufcany has publifhed 
an‘edi&t, ordering Bifhops to prefent to eccle- 
fiattical preferments, without confulting any 
other power whatever, referving only the rights 
of private patrons. 

A correfpondent in Anglefea informs us, 
that at a late meeting of the principal yentle- 
men of that ifland, held at Gwindy (on the 
2:d ult.) a propofal was made by Mefirs. Ni- 
cholfon and Jeflup, two very eminent engineers, 
for the immediate building of a wooden bridge 
over the river Menai, as.the moft effectual 
means of preventing every impediment to the 
navigation. : 
Friday, Fanuary 16. 

Wednefday a Court of Proprictors was held 
at the Eait-india Houfe in Leadenhall-ftreet, 
for the choice of three DireStors, in the room 
of Sir William James, Bart. deceafed; and 
Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart. and Jacob Wilkin- 
fon, Efq; refigned ; when Governor John- 
ftone, Mr. Atkinfon, and Mr. Woodhoufe, 
were cholen in their room. 

A letter from a paflenger on board the Van- 
fitt. r: Eaft-Indiaman, dated at fea, Augutt 22, 
1733, fays, Yefterday, about half pait eleven, 
A. M. we we:e alarmed with the cry of fire ; 
when, running upon deck, we perceived a great 
imoke ifuing from the Duke of Kingfton Eatt- 
Indiaman, Capt. Nutt; fvon after which the 
burft out in flames from head to ftern. We 
were then about half a mile a-head of her, and 
the Pigot and Earl of Oxford Indiamen about 
four miles a-head of us. ‘he weather being 
calm, our Captain immediately ordered out the 
engine and all the boats, at the fame time 
firing two guns as a fignal to the hips a-head. 
It is impoffible to conceive a more dreadful 
fpectacle than at this moment prefented itfelf ; 
numbers of the poor wretches throwing them- 
telves over—board, with oars, fpars, &c. to 
keep them from finking ; others crouding on 
the bowfprit, where they hung in clyfters till 
received into the boats. Our joll -b< a: got 
out firft, and returned in a hort time with five 
men; the long-boat, yawl, and cutter, were 
hoitted out with equal difpatch, and ufed every 
effort to fave as many of the crew as they 
could, the fire having by this time increafed to 
fuch a degree, that it was impra¢ticable to at- 
tempt faving the thipe By this tinge the boats 
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from the other two fhips were got out; foon 
after which our yawl returned full of ‘peoples 
among whom were the firft mate and a mid- 
fhipman, whom they had picked up drowned 3 
we ufed every effort to recover them, but in 
vain. At three, P. M. our long-boat returned 
with 150 people; the boats belonging to the 
other Indiamen were alfo filled; and having 
faved every perfon they could find, they left 


* the fhip, which was expe€ted to blow up every 


minute. On the whole, feventy-nine fouls 
perifhed by this melancholy accident, among 
whom were feveral women and children, fome 
foldiers, and a few paflengers. At five P. M. 
the fhip blew up, with a terrible explofion, and 
when the fmoke fubfided, not the leaft appear- 
ance of her was to be feen on the water. Cap- 
tain Nutt, with two military officers, had paid 
us a vifit in the morning, and was on board 
the Pigot at the time the fire broke out, which 
was occafioned by a failor’s drawing fome fpirits 
cut of a cafk in the fpirit room, which catching 
firey communicated to the other cafks, and 
burnt with fuch fury, that it was impoflible to 
fave a fingle article. Moft of thofe we ree 
ceived on board being nearly naked, we fup- 
plied them with every neceflary, and arrived at 
Madras four days after, thanking Providence 
that the accident happened fo near the end of 
our voyage, as, had it happened at a greater 
diftance, the addition of fo many people for 
any length of time, might have been pro 
ductive of great inconvenience. 

Yefterday the poll clofed for Alderman of 
Queenhithe Ward, in the room of Alderman 
Bull, when John Bates, Efq; was chofen hy a 
majority of 38, againit G. M. Macaulay, Efq. 
The numbers were ‘for John Bates, Eig; 875 
G. M. Macaulay, 49. 

Monday, Fanuary 20% 
Yefterday being the day appointed for the 


obfervance of the Queen’s Birth-day, it was 


celebrated at St. Tames’s with great magnifi- 
cence. His Msjefty appeared in a fuit of 
morone velvet, embroidered with gold. The 
Queen was diefled in green fattin, trimmed all 
over with a moft ineftimable rich fable and 
point lace. ‘The Princefs Royal was much ad 
mired. Her Highnefs’s train was a white 
fattin, figured with blue and gold. The pet- 
ticoat was entirely covered with a rich embroi- 
dered crape, and the ornaments, which were 
chiefly of gold and foil, were adjufted with un- 
common tafte into wreaths, feftoons, &c. The 
Princefs Augutta, from an unfavourable indif- 
pofition, could not be prefent at the drawing- 
room as was expected. The ball-room waa 
uncommonly full, and though very brilliant, 
did not equal the Splendour of the Queen’s lat 
—— ats 
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A new office for the care of the late Board 
of Trade books and papers is eftablifhed ; it at 
prefent confitts of a Secretary and three Clerks, 
and the rooms occupied by them are thote 
which belonged to the American Secretary of 
State, in the T'reafury Buildings, Whitehall. 

Authentic letters from the fa€tory at Sene- 
gal, advife, that fome Englifh gentlemen have 
been near 150 leagues up the country, In 
fearch of natural curiofities, and that they had 
brought fpecimens of feveral valuable plants, 
among others that called the Vereck, or white 

gum tree, which the Moors and Arabs, who 
know neither how to fow or reap, live upon 
duting their long journies. This gum is likely 
to prove a valuable article of commerce, being 
of great ufe in giving a body to filks, cottons, 
&c. The French have lately imported great 
quantities of it, ‘andit has been calculated to 
be an objeét of 262,555]. per annum to Eu- 


rope, and'therefore of more confequence than , 


either the negro or gold trade. 

Advices are received of Sir Charles Douglas 
being arrived at Halifax in the Affiftance of 
§0 guns, with two other men of war. 

Friday, ‘fanuary 23. 

_ Accounts from Paris mention, that a Placart 
had begn publifhed by the King’s authority, 
encouraging carpenters, fmiths, and other han- 
dicraftmen, to embark for the ifland of Can- 
dia, lately ceded to France by the Ottoman 
Porte, where a large dock is ordered to be con- 
ftruéted under the infpection of M. Chayette, 
an eminent engineer. 

The pofleffion of the ifland of Candia by the 
French, was the great objeét of the late Car- 
dinal Fleury’s wifhes. It is chiefly inhabited 
by Greeks, who are well affected to the 
Chriftian Powers, and will greatly increafe the 
French commerce up the Mediterranean, The 
ifland is near 200 miles long, and above 60 
broad ;- produces corn, wine, oil, wool, filk; 
and honey. 

. By .an officer arrived from Gibraltar, we 
fearn, that the garrifon have already weighed 
up from the'wreck of the Spanith floating bat- 
teries, fourfcore brafs and twenty iron cannon, 
the value of which is eftimated at 1c,ocol. 
The brafs guns are faid to be the fineft 
pieces that ever were feen. General Ellict 
has had a handfome fet of dining tables made 
from the pieces of the wreck, the timber of 
which being cedar or mahogany, the fcorching 
of the flames has given to it a variety of colour, 
which renders it remarkably beautiful when 
polithed. 

By letters brought by the Pondicherry armed 
thip from Madras, there is a full account of 
‘the ihips to fail from thence for England, under 
command of Commodore King; that they 
were to fail the 2oth of October, but that the 
thips were fo generally in bad condition, and 
the crews in fuch a bad and reduced ftate, that 
they were to gd to the Cape of Geod Hope, 
where they are to ftay fix weeks or two months, 
to recruit-the health of the people ; the fecond 
Wivifion isexpected to take the fame route. By 
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this means the firft divifion will not be in Eng, 
land till May or June. 

This day, at the London tavern, was held 
a meeting of the merchants and traders of the 
City of London, to confider of an Addrefs 
to his Majefty ;—Mr. Smith, of Cannon. 
ftreet, was called to the chair about half pat 
twelve o'clock, and a Conimittce of feven ap- 
pointed to draw up an Addrefs, thanking his 
Majefty for the difmiffion of his late Minitters, 
The Addrefs was executed in an excellent and 
fenfible ftile. The Committee confifted of the 
following Gentlemen, Meffrs. Jackfon, Ham. 
met, Griffin, Toogood, Rogers, Sanfom, and 
Barwis ; when an Addrefs was unanimoufly 
agreed to, and is to be figned by the Chairman 
for the Committge, who are to prefent it as 
foon as poffible, attended by as many of the 
merchants and traders as fhall judge it fit to 
meet for the purpofe. 

The Lucretia tranfport, which left Quebec 
near three months fince, in company with feve- 
ral other vefiets bound to England, all of 
which are arrived, has never fince been heard 
of. There is too much caufe to fear the 
foundered in a hurricane in the Gulph of St, 
Lawrence, which happened about a fortnight 
after fhe failed. ‘There were fix officers of ar- 
tillery, and near 170 privates, on board, who 
had ftood the tug of the American war. 

Wednefday, Fanuary 28. 

Laft Wednefday a meeting of the freeholders 
of Middlefex was held at the Shepherd and 
Shepherdefs, in Iflington Road, by requifition 
to the Sheriffs. The meeting was very tu- 
multuous, and after feveral Gentlemen had 
{poke on both fides, it was agreed to addrefs 
his Majefty, that he would appoint fuch an 
Adminiftration as fhould poffefs the confidence 
of parliament, carry on the bufinefs of the 
nation with refolution and difpatch ; and by 
their vigilance, attention and experience, pre- 
ferve the credit and fafety of the nation, &c. 

The Hound floop of war, which failed with 
the Cato on the 12th of O&tober, did not reach 
the ifland of Madeira, till the 28th. They 
ftaid four days, and failed in concert to Rio 
Janeiro, in the Brazils, where they arrived oa 
the 4th of December following. They r- 
mained only fix days, and on the roth renewed 
the voyage, and in a few days after that, the 

Admiral parted from them in a fimart gale. 
He had before fent a letter to the Captain of 
the floop, which was not to be opened but in 
cafe of feparat'on, and contained orders to make 
the ifland of St. Paul, in the South Seas, ant 
then to haul up and fteer for a fmall ifland 
called Pola Neyas, on the coaft wf Sumatra 
The floop, howeve:, miffed the ifland of St 
Paul, and ran away as far to the eaftward a 
Java. But after a tedious paflage back, and 
feveral calms, they reached it, but could heat 
nothing of the Cato.. The floop then pr- 
ceeded to an'Englith fa€tory, called Tapponouli 
which lays on the fame cgaft, according © 
other inftryétions received fipm the Admir! 
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but met with no better fuccefs, The Cato, 
not having been heard of there, after taking in 
fome refrethments, the floop proceeded to 
Madras, where fhe arrived the 2d of May, but 
no news of the Cato had arrived there at that 
time, nor at the time this was written, which 
was on the 3cth of the fame month.---The 
crew of the Hound floop were exceedingly fickly 
during the voyage, and many of the men died 
on their paflage from the Brazils 

‘Authentic accounts from Leipfic declare, 
that one Agnes Reichel, a married woman, 
about 25 years of age, having been three days 
in labour, infifted, to prefetve the life of the 
infant, upon undergoing the Czefarean ope- 
ration, which was accordingly performed by an 
experienced furgeon, and a large male, child 
happily extraéted. The mother and child 
both furvived, . 

Monday, February 2. 

The French, ever attentive to the improve- 
ment of agriculture, have employed M. Lamy, 
one of their refidents at Canton, in China, to 
fend to Paris all the feeds of the vegetables 
produced in that diftant part of the globe, 
which are ufedin medicine, manufaétnres, or 
food. Many of thefe have been fent to the 
French Weft India iflands, where they bid fair 
to be of great utility; the Cochin China rice 
and the Tallow-tree having been laft fummer 
propagated at Martinico with uncommon 
fuccefs. : ’ 

By the death of the late Right Hon Amelia 
Byron, Baronefs Conyers in her own right, the 
title of Baron Conyers defcends to her eldeft 
fon, by her firft huiband, the Marquis of Car- 
marthen. The Earl of Danby, who fucceeds 
to the title of Baron Conyers, is-heir to three 
of the firft eftates in this country ; that of the 
late Earl of Holdernefs, and the prefent Duke 
of Leeds, and Lord Godolphin. 

Friday, February 6. 

A letter from Rome of the 30th of Decem- 
ber, fays, ‘¢ .Several.interviews have taken 
place between his Holinefs and the Emperor, 
relative to the reforms which that auguft 
Prince has already introduced into his States, 
and to thofe which he ttill wifhes to introduce : 
the marriage of the clergy is faid to be the 
main objeét to be treated of between his Im- 
perial Majefty and the Sovereign Pontiff. 

The Court of Aldermen has been ferved 
with a Mandamus to reftore a. Gentleman re- 
moved from his office, which it is determined 
to difobey, aud make a {pecial return to, this 
term, ; , 

On Tuefday laft, at a general court of the 
South Sea Company, Thomas Coventry, Efq; 
was unanimoufly chofen fub-governor, and 
Samuel Salt, Efq; deputy-governor of the faid 
Company. 

And on Thurfday, at the faid-Court, held 
by adjournment, the following gentlemen were 
unanimoufly chofen Direétors, viz.---Jofeph 
Berens, John Bond, Barring Buggin, William 
Fauquier, Andrew Girardot, ‘Fhomas,Hawys, 
Edward Hippifley, J. Shadw. Hoxton, James 
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fon, ‘Thomas Lucas, 


and Benjamin 
Efqrs. 


- Wednefday, February 11. 


following particulars are extraéted : 


kept. 


fituation; 60 of our feamen im 


mained, to fupprefs a dreadful’fire. 
erted ourfelves to the utmoft, hoifted a 


ed at laft to be bleffed with fuccefs ; the 
felves fecure ; fatal fecurity to many ! 


blew up. 


was direétly under it. 


men, all our officers, with about Is 


unhurt. 


hurt.” 


Ya 


becarhe moderate, and we began to think ours 
about 15 minutes from eight o'clock the hig 


** I was ftunned and thrown down with the 
explofion, and before’i could recover from the 
fhock, a yard fell acrofs me, attended with 
much excruciating torture; my fight failed 
me; but juft as I was finking, 1 recovered fo 
far as to cling to the {par which was above me, 
and which luckily floated me to the furface. 
Vaft numbers were killed on the quarter-deck, 
owing to all the fpars, which are placed along 
the middle of the fhip, being thrown upon it. 
I was carried on board the Juno frigate, where 
I was treated with the greateft kindnefs and 
humanity, and am now thoroughly recovered. 

The caufe of this dreadful affair was the 
careleffnefs of our Cooper and Steward, who 
were employed in drawing liquors; they had 
ftuck a candle againft-a beam, which, dropping 
into the bucket full of fpirits, immediately fet 
it on fire, as alfo the puncheon ; they attempt- 
ed to {mother it by putting in the bung, but it 
inftantly burft the cafk, and threw the burning 

fpirits all over the lazaretto, which was full of 
{pirits, oil, pitch, and cordage, being only fe- 
parated by the deck from the magazine, which 
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Neave, Jofeph Paice, Peter Pierfon, Richard 
Puller, Henry Reveley, Richard Sheldoa, 
Robert Thornton, George Brough, C. C. 
Crefpigny, Robert Holfurd,C. Grave Hud- 


Way, 


Mention has been made of the melancholy 
fate of the Athol Indiaman, and from the a¢- 
counts it was concluded that all on board were 
involved in the fame fate: fome, however, 
were preferved almoft miraculoufly, amo 
whom wag the Surgeon, from whofe letter the 


“* The fecond morning after our arrival, 
about feven o’clock, we were alarmed with the 
cry of fire in the lazaretto, where the fpirits ase 
The flames were already violent, and 
{preading rapidly ; immediately under the lae 
zaretto is the powder-jnagazine; you can 
better conceive than I defcribe, our deplorable 
fied, and 
only the Officers, with a very few who re- 
We exe 


fignal, 


and fired guns of diftrefs, which foon brought 
numbers to our affiftance. Their efforts feem- 


flames 


for in 





** There were killed by this melancholy ac- 
cident feven lieutenants, and 97 petty officers 
and feamen belonging to the men.of war ; two 
officers and 25 feamen belonging to the India~ 


petty of- 


ficers and feamen, and. four paflengers. Mr. 
Rofs, midfhipman, being on the-paop, efcaped 
Many, more were faved; but fome 
with fraétured limbs,- and. otherwife much 


Yefterday 
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Yeflerday at a court of Common-Council, 
it was agreed that the freedom of this city be 
prefented tothe Right Hon. William Pitt, for 
his able, upright, and difinterefted conduct, in 
a gold box of the value of roo guineas. 

Yefterday there was a meeting of the electors 
of Weftmintter,- in the Court of Requetts, Sir 
Cecil Wray in the chair, when an addrefs was 
azreed to, and ordered to be tranfmitted to the 
feveral veftries, to be figned by the parishioners. 

Saturday, February 14. 

The difpatch from’ India received by Go- 
vernor Johnitone, was dated the 7th of Oc- 
tober; it arrived at Buffora the 2d of De- 
cember 5 and brought advice, that all the out- 
ward-bound fhips had arrived fafe. It further 
aid, that the news of the peace had reached 
India on the 2d of July; and was commu- 
nicated to ‘Tippoo Saib, in his camp before 
Mangalore, on the 18th, who finding that he 
was no longer to be affifted by the French, be- 
tween whom and the Englith hoftilities imme- 
diatcly ceafed, thoyght proper to conclude a 
ceffation of hottilities with Colonel Campbell, 
who commanded in Mangalore, in the walls of 
which ‘Tippoo Saib had made a practicable 
breach, when the news of the peace (or Preli- 
minwsry Articles) reached him. The terms 
©n which the ceffation was coricluded, were, 
that all things both within and without Man- 
galore, fhould remain in the fame condition 
in which they then were. In a few days after 
General M‘Leod arrived near Mangalore, with 
a ftrong reinforcement for the relief of the 
garrifon; but hearing of the ceffation of ho- 
ftilities, and the terms on which it was con- 
cluded he threw no fuccours into the place ; 
but defired a perfonal interview with Tippoo 
Saib, which accordingly took place. That 
Prince told the Gencrai he wifhed moft ar- 
dently for peace; but he was in fear of 
giving umbrage to the French who were about 
him ; and therefore he requefted Gen. M‘Lecd 
to go to Seringapatam (his capital) where all 
the Englith prifoners in his hands thould be de- 
livered up to him; and he wifhed they would 
then proceed immediately to Madras for the 
purpoie of negociating a peace for him; all 
this was accordingly done, and there is now 
every reafon to prefume it is completely and 
finally reftored to all our poffeffions in India. 
Alfo that Mr. Wheeler had taken his paflage 
to return to England. There is not a word of 
Mr. Haftings’ coming home, which clearly 
proves, that he has not any intention of re- 
turning until he hears of a fucceflor being ap- 
pointed trom home. ‘ 

Yetterday at noon, a Common Hall was held 
at Guildhall, purfuant to public advertifement, 
for the purpofe of taking into confideration the 
prefent fituation of public affairs, when feveral 
refolutions were agreed to: viz. That the 
thanks of the Court be given to the Lord- 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common-Council, fox 
fetting an example, in carrying up to the throne 
the icntiments of faithful fubjects and free 
citizens ; that the endeavours of the late Mi. 


nifters to impede the bufinefs of the nation, fs 
founded on private, interefted, and faétious 
motives, and not on public principles; that 
his Majefty having been pleafed to remove his 
late Minifters, an attempt to conftrain his Ma. 
jefty to reitore them, is an encroachment on 
the prerogative, and contrary to the fenfe of 
the kingdom ; that the Livery of London will 
fupport the juft prerogatives of the crown, the 
privileges of parliament, and the rights of the 
people ; that the Reprefentatives of this city 
be inftru€ted *to oppofe every encroachment on 
the prerogative of the crown, and the rights 
and liberties of the people ; and to preferve the 
balance of King, Lords, and Commons, inthe 
conftitution ; and to forward the fupplies ne- 
ceffary for the fupport of government, and pre. 
fervation of public credit. 

This night’s Gazette contains an account, 
that a mefleénger arrived on Wednefday morn. 
ing from his Excellency Sir Robert Ainflie, his 
Majetty’s Ambaflador at Conftantinople, with 
an account of the pacification between Ruffia 
and the Ottoman Porte being happily accom. 
plithed ; and that a definitive arrangement was 
figned by Monf. de Bulgakow, the Ruffian 
Envoy, and the Ottoman Minifters, on the 
8th of laft month. By this agreement, the 
Emprefs of Ruffia acquires not only the empire 
of the Crimea, the Ifle of Taman, and a con- 
fiderable part of Cuban, but an inconteftible 
right to the empire of the Black Sea, and 
thereby the future controul of the commerce 
of Conftantinop!e, by which alfo the adds 
1,:00,000 new fubjeéts to her empire, and 
deprives Turkey of the refource which Crimea 
furnithed for the fupply of the cavalry. 

Monday, February 16. 

On Saturday lait was held a meeting of the 
Eleors of Weftminfter, in Weftminfter-Hall, 
convened at the requeft of Mr. Fox’s friends, 
to confider of a counter Addrefs, to that which 
had been previoufly voted in the Court of 
Requefts fome few days before. At twelve 
o'clock, Weftminfter-hall was well filled with 
inhabitants, and the cry of ** chair, chair,” 
became general. Soon after Mr. Fox mate 
his appearance, amidft the huzzas and accla- 
mations of his friends, and the hiffes and 
groans of his oppofers ; he attempted to fpeak 
feveral times, hut was as often prevented by 
the cries of no Fox, no Turncoat, no North 
about, &c. &c. 

Sir Cecil Wray’s friends, during the mof 
violent noife and confufion that ever exifted 
at any public meeting, carried Lord Mahon in 
a chair from off the Huttings to the oppofite 
fide of the Hall, and from thence to the fur- 
ther end, . between the Courts of King’s Bench 
and Chancery, which drew away three parts of 
the company. The friends of Mr. Fox con- 
fidered this as a divifion, and immediately 
quitted the Hall with him. He then made his 
appearance at the window of the King’s Arms 
Tavern, Palace-yard, and harangued the pr- 
pulace, which was received with fome huzzas, 
and fome hiffes, ‘They then procured a 
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chariot, and put Mr. Fox in, took the horfes 
from the carriage, and drew him home, at- 
tended by feveral holiowers and hooters 3 this 
being done, by far the greateft body of the 
EleGtors remaining in the Hall, called Sir 
Cecil Wray to the chair, and fuppored him 
throughout the bufinefs. Lord Mahon, Lord 
Mountnorres, and Doétor Jebb, feverally 
came forward, and made fpeeches, receiving 
occafionally the general plaudits of the Electors. 
-.-They then thanked Sir C. Wray for his par- 
liamentary conduét, and chaired him round 
the Hall, and home to his houfe in George- 
fireet, attended by all his friends that were in 
the Hall, who teftified their approbation of his 
condu&t by their huzzas, and other accla~ 
mations. Several refslutions were agreed to, 
congrming their addrefs of Tucfcay tat, and 
fimilar to thofe agreed to by the city of 
London. : es 

A comet, of confiderable magnitude, with 
atail of one degree in length, is now to be 
feen with the naked eye, in the lap of the 
Conftellation Pifces, It has been teen at Paris, 
Vienna, Amfterdam, Dublin, and Edinburgh, 
almoft two months fince: it was difcernable 
only with inftruments. : ‘ 

By the Albertina, a Danifh fhip, put into 
Plymouth in diftrefs, the Eait India Direétors 
have an account of the Hiachiabroke, Nor- 
thumberland, Chefterfield, Naflau, Ceres, 
Queen, and other Eatt-India thips, being ar- 
rived at St. Helena, in their way home.---The 
Queen is finve arrived at Plymouth in diftrefs, 
her fails and rigging much fhattered. 

Wednefday, February 18. 

Yefterday a court of Aldermen was held at 
Guildhall, when a refolution was read, that 
each Alderman fhould fit a whole week in 
rotution, which was carried by. a great ma- 
ority. 

Latt Friday a duel was fought at Chelfea, 
between Capt. Moftyn, of the Solitaire, of 
64 guns, and Capt. Clarke, of the African 
corps, when Capt. Moftyn was fhot through the 
heart The Coroner’s Inque(t fat on the body 
on Monday, and brought in their verdi€t man- 
flaughter againft Capt. Clarke. 

Friday, February 20. 

The Eaft India Company’s fleet for this 
feafon, confifts of thirteen ships: Ponfborne, 
Royal Admiral, Contraéler, Royal Charlotte, 
Valentine, Mansfield” Neptune, Lord Cam- 
den, Middlefex, Foytis, Barringion, Hillfbo- 
rough, and Cornwallis. The laft fix are new 
fhips never-yez at fea. 

Yefterday noon there was a meeting of up- 
waids of 1300 freeholders of Middlefex, at the 
Mermaid at Hackney, to counteraét the meet- 
ing of the Shepherd and Shepherdefs, when an 
Addrefs, fimilar to that of the city of London, 
was carried by a great maj»rity. 

Saturday, February 216 

Yefterday was held, in Bow Church, the 
anniverfary meeting of the Saciety for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, at 
which were prefent the Archbishop of Canter- 
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bury, Prefident of the Society ; the Bithops of 
Ely, Worcefter, Oxford, Exeter, Lincoln, 
St. David's, and Briftol; the L ord-Mayor, Mr, 
Sheriff Turner, with many of the ‘di nited 
clergy. The fermon was preached by the 
*Bithop of Oxtord (Dr. Butler) from 1 Gor. i, 
21. 

The fame day a caufe was tried in the Court 
of King’s-Bench, Weftminfter, before Lord 
Mansfield and a Special Jury; wherein William 
Hodgfun, Efg; an eminent merchant of the 
city of London, was plaintiff, and Jeremy 
Sneyd, Efg; on tine part of the Secretary of 
State, defendant. ‘The a€tion was brough: for 
the recovery of che fum of thirty pounds, four- 
teen fhillings, which Mr. H. had conceived had 
been illegaily extorted from him by the office 
clerks, as fees for four pafes (for one thip) 
applied for in confequence of the lae Prelj- 
Minary Articles of Peace, &c. The caufe 
b ing undoubtedly of great coniequence to the 
mercantile intereft of this country, much at. 
tention was paid to it by the Court, and the 
matter was ably argued by the counfel on both 
fides. The defence refted on the guthority of 
cuftom and ancient ufage; but failing in the 
proof, and the merits of the cafe being clearly 
ftated by the nobie Lord on the Bench, to the 
entire fatisfaction of the Jury, a verdict was 
given for the plaintiff. 

Wednejday, February 25. 

This day, at a quarter pait two, the Speaker 
left the Houfe of Commons, and proceeded to 
St. James’s, attended by the members, in 34 
carriages, with -the following Addiefs:--- 
** That this Houfe, impreffed with the mott 
dutiful fenfe of his Majefty’s paternal regard 
for the welfare of his people, relies on his Ma- 
jefty’s Royal wifdom, that he will take fuch 
meatfures as may tend to give etieét to thé withes 
of his faithful C...:mons, which have becn al. 
ready mott humbly prefented to his Majeity.”* 

To which his Majefty returned an Aniwer 
to the following purport :---There was no fp2- 
cific charge againft the Minifters.---He was 
very forry they had not the confidence of the 
Commons---that he had done every thing in 
his power to form an efficient adminiftration ; 
and that he fhould not difmifs his Minitters, 
as, he believed, they had the voice of the 
people. 

This day a caufe came on to be tried before 
Lord Mansfield at Guildhall, wherein a Mr. 
H n was plaintiff, and a Mr. K Vy 
defendant. ‘The action was brought for a fum 
of money, for the defendant’s wife’s board and 
fodging. It appeared, that the defendant had 
behaved with unparalicled cruelty to his wife, 
in beating her with a horfe-whip, and turning 
her out of doors, and afterwards putting her 
into a mad-honfe, pretending that fhe was 
infane ;—-that the plaintiff, who was father to 
the defendant's wife, took her from thence, 
and maintained her a copfiderable time at, his 
own expence, for which maintenance this 
action was brought. The learned Judge, from 
his great wifdem and humapigy, was fo per- 
fctly 
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feétly fatisfied upon the opening the plaintiff's 
Cafe, and the evidence produced in fupport of 
it, of the juftnefs of the demand, that he not 
only direéted a verdiGt for the plaintiff, with 
full cofts of fuit, but ordered.the defendant to 
appear in court, which he did, when his Lord- 
fhip defired that he would fettle a proper main- 

























































tenance on his wife ; and upon his Lordihip’s 
interference the defendant was agreeable to 
Thus, to the great 
honour of that exalted character before whom 
this caufe. came on to be hesrd, as well as to 
ary (who 
were concerned for the plaintiff and defendant) 
a ftop was put toa litigation which w ould pro- 
bably have ended in the ruin of cither, or both, 


allow his wife 30]. a year. 


the honour of the gentlemen at the b 





intiff and defendant. 
plaintiff and detenc . 


The wheat in Hertfordhhire, fince the diffo- 
lution of th: fnow, appears higher than could 
have been expected, and is in a moft thriving 
condition, not at all pinched by the feverity of 


the weather, 
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Dec. 31. William Smith, Efg; to be Trea- 
furer and Paymatter of his Majefty’s Ordnance. 
The Right Hon. Hencage Earl of Aylesford, 
the Right Hon. Thomas Lord Walfingham, and 
the Right Hon. William Wyndham Grenville, 


6» be Privy-Councellors. 


Right Hon. Thomas Earl of Clarendon, to 


be Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancafter. 


The Earl of Chetterfield, to be Ambaffador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the King 


of Spain. 


Arthur Stanhope, Efq; to be his Majefty’s 


Secretary of Embaffy to the King of Spain. 


Earl of Aylesford to be Captain of the Yeo- 


men of his Majefty’s Guard. 


Earl of Galloway, to be ore of the Gentle- 


men of his Majeity’s Bed- Chamber. 


Right Hon. the Earl of Tankeryille, and 
the Hon.Henry Frederick Carteret, Poitmatters- 


Genera!. 


Fan. 7. The Right Hon. Philip Earl of 


Chefterfield, one of the Privy-Council. _ 


18. Col. Barré, Clerk of the Pells, in the. 


room of Sir E. Walpole, K. B. deceafed. 


» § B&B FS Bs 


Fanuary. A daughter to the Lady of Lord 
Brownlow, at his Lordthip’s houfe in Old 


Bond-ftreet, 


A daughter to the Lady of Sir Michael 
Fleming, at Afhtead paik, in the county of 


Surrey. . 


a fon. 


fhip’s houfe in Sackville-ftreet, Piccadilly, 


mM. @ Rt A G E 8, 


Fanwary. 





Fan. 18. The Right Hon. Lady Haddo, of 


Feb. 3. The Right Hon. the Countefs of 
Wetimoreland, of a fon and heir, at his Lord- 


: Peter Wiight, Efq; of Greville- 
fircei, to d4ifs Colviil, ‘of Pariiament-ftreet. 
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Thomas Ludbey, Efq; of Harley-ftreet, ty I 
Mifs Evans. . 
18. Sir John Reade, Bart. of Shipton, 03, 








fordthire, to Mifs Hofkyns, daughter of the lay B 
Sir Chandos Hofkyns, Bart. of Harewood, ig Stephen 
Herefordthire. Innholder. 
Major Thompfon, of the 13th regiment of Thomas 
foot, to Mifs Jubb, daughter of Henry Jus, donfhire, C 
Efq; of York. John El 
John Mackie, Efg; M. D. to Mifs De. Linen-Dray 
champs, daughter of the late Rev. Mr. Deb Mary D 
champs, of Lon Aldgate, ¢ 
in Noverte, Efq; of Twickenham, _ Thomas 

j x, to Mrs. Stow, of York. then, Mer 
Charles Edwards Conyers, Captain of his , Samuel 
Majefty’s Marine Forces, to Mifs Sufanna in Wines. 
Scott, of Gloucetterfhire. Richard 
Captain Robert Wilfon, of Fromefield, to mouth, N 
Thoma: 


Mifs Elizabeth Rogers, of Stiles-hill, Bath, 

Mr. Falkner, Clerk of the Council, tp 
Mifs Poyntz, niece of the Countefs Dowager 
Spencer. 
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Fanuary. Hon. Lady Frederick, wife of 
Sir Charles Frederick, Knight of the Bath, in 
Berkeley-fquare. 

The Countefs Dowager of Hume, in Port. 
man-fquare. 

Right Hon. Sir Edward Waipole, K. B. 
Clerk of the Pells in Ireland, and one of his 
Majett’s moft Honourable Privy-Council in 
that kingdom. 

William Amery, Ef; in St. John’s-ftreet, 

Dickinfon, Efg; in Golden-lane. 

Frederick Bull, Efq; Alderman of Queer. 
hithe ward, and one of the Reprefentatives df 
the City of London. 

Hon. John Damer, brother to Lord Milton, 

Griffin Ranfom, Efq; father to the Right 
Hon. Lady Kinnard, 

Thomas Bowyer, Efq; of Tudhoe-hall, only 
Son of the late worthy and learned Printer; by 
whofe death, unmarried, 30001. reduced an- 
nuities, bequeathed by his father contingently 


to the Company of Stationers for the benefit of Henry 

fix aged Printers, becomes fecured to them in Clit, 

perpetuity, chint. 
Charles Rogers, Efq; Fellow of the Roy Hear 


Chapma 
John 


and Antiquarian Societies. 
George Hart, Efq; of Newington-butts 
Surry. Crofs, 1 
At Ravenfworth Caftle, near Newcaftle, the Samu 
Right H n. Lord Ravenfworth, in a very a- cer, 
vanced ftage of life. Willi 
After’ a few days illnefs, Ifaac Philips, Eft; FaQor. 
of the Land Carriage Office, Cuftom-houte. Rich 
23. At Elton-hall, the Right Hon. Lady Maker. 
Carysfort. Will 
31. Mr. Young, affiftant-Surgeon to S. dather, 


Bartholomew’s-hofpital. . Mat 
Daniel Wray, Efq; in Dean-ftreet, Soha Hayne: 
Rob 
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BANKRUPTS. ; 

Stephen Northoufe, of Leeds, York fhire, 
Innholder. : 

Thomas Laundry, of St. Neot’s, Hunting- 
donfhire, Grocer. ’ 

John Elworthy, of Chard, Somerfetfhire, 
Linen-Draper. 

Mary Dare, of the Minories, St. Boto! ph 
Aldgate, Oil and Colour Woman. 

Thomas Thomas, of Llandovery, Carmar- 
then, Mercer. 

Samuel Harrifon, Bath, Somerfet, Dealer 
in Wines. 

Richard Fielding Moyfe, of Great Yar- 
mouth, Norfolk, Linnen-Draper. 

Thomas Rabfon, of Pall-Mall, Hatter. 

Mofes Harris, of Brown-End in the Parifh 
of North-Church, Hertfordfhire, Paper-Ma- 
ker. 

Marmaduke Teafdale, of Scotland- Yard, 
Money-Scrivener. 

Ifaac Ivory, of Bithopfgate-Street Without, 
Hat-Maker. 

Matthew Pagan, of Bell’s Buildings, Salif- 
bury Court, Merchant. 

James Brown, of Sudbury, Suffolk, Crape- 
Maker. 

Joachim Famin, of Moorfields, Merchant. 

William jackfon, of St. Margarer’s Welt- 
minfter, Carpenter. 

Ambrofe Moore, of Noble-Street, Fofter- 
Lane, Stocking-Trimmer. 

John Frater, of New-Court, Swithin’s-Lane, 
Merchant. 

Peter Collins, of Iflip, Northamptonfhire, 
Merchant. 

Thomas Peter Fexlow, of Manchefter, Mer- 
chant. 

Edward Eagleton, of Bifhopfgate-ftreet, 
Dealer. ‘ 

Callingwood Ward, of Birmingham, War- 
wickthire, Gun-Maker. 

William Ward, of Winckleigh, Devonfhire, 
Shopkeeper. 

Henry Edwards, of St. Thomas in the 
Clit, near Lewes, Suffex, ‘Timber-Mer- 
chint. 

Henry Morris, of Hammerfmith, Dealer and 
Chapman. 

John Evans, of Broad-Street, Ratcliffe- 
Crofs, Dealer and Chapmane 

Samuel Leman, of Hoxne, Suffolk, Gro- 
cer, 

William Walker, of Sudbury, Suffolk, 

a&or, 

— Chaney, of Old-Street-Road, Soap 

aker, 

William Walter, of Oxford-Street, Haber- 
dather, 

Matthew Haynes, and Mathew Samuel 
Haynes, of High-Holborn, Warchoufemen. 

Robert Aldridge, of Cockham, Berks, 
Mealman and Bargematter. 

: Jobn Sanders, of St. Paul, Shadwell, Ma- 
LACT. ; 
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Edward Gamman, of Carey-freet, Stable- 
Keeper, 

Owen Meredith, of Dolgelly, Merioneth- 
fhire, Timber-merchant. 

John Budfon, of Eait-Retford, Notting. 
ham, Innholder, r - 
: Jofeph Colen, of Stratford, Effex, Plum- 

er. 

John Willett, of Old Broad-ftrect, Mere 
chant. 

Cerfhon Haac, of Bury-Street, St. Mary 
Axe, Merchant. 

Jamas Tatler, of Shoreditch, Coach-maf- 
ter. 

William Adlard, of Salifbury-fquare, Fleet- 
ftreet, Printer. 

Rodomonte Dominiceti, of Panton-fquare, 
Dealer and Chapman. 

John Hinchcliffe, of Greenhill Bank, York, 
Clothier, 

Thomas Sutton, of Abingdon, 
Sackcloth-maker. 

Francis Poirez, of Clarges-Street, Piccadilly, 
Miliiner. 

Michael Wiegand, of Cannon-Street, Skim 
ner. 

Thomas Blenkinfon, of North Shields, 
Northumberland, Merchagtt. 

John Godfrey Carke and Daniel Ifaac Ea- 
ton, of Marybone-ftreet, Taylors. 

Matthew Chubb,of Gainsford-Street, Horf— 
leydown, Cooper. 

Lewis M‘Culloh, of Swithin’s-Lane, Mer- 
chant. 

John Myles, of Coleman-ftreet, Carpenter, 

Jeremiah AtKkinfon, of Leeds, Yorkshire, 
Haverdather. 

Richard Horton, of Fryan Rarnet, Char- 
coal Merchant. 

Charles Chambers and Matthew Hiccox, of 
Angel-Court, Throgmorton-Street, Merchants 
and Partners. 

“Matthew Hicks, of Bakewell, Derbyhhire, 
Dealer and Chapman. 

Samuel Whitaker, of Church-Lane, St. 
Martin in the Fields, Engraver. 

George Henry, of Portimouth, Taylor. 

Rich rd Reed, of Swanfea, Glamorganthire, 
Houte-Carpenter. 

John Sadler, of Winchefter, Southampton, 
Printcr. 

Henry Zinck, of Liverpool, Lancafter, Mer- 
chant. 

Richard Lowe, of Clothbury Mortimer, Sa- 
lop, Druggit. ; 


Edward Barnes, of Dyferth, Flint, Miller, 


Berks, 


Richard Powell, of Cumberland-Street, 


Shoreditch, Middlefex, De ler. 


John Lovett, of Grange Road, Surry, 


Merchant. 


Thomas Williams, of Llandovery, Carmar- 


then, Sadler. 


Andrew Mitchell, of Bucklerfbury, Londen, 


Fa@or. 


Themas Wood, of Wantage, Eesks, Mer- 
° John 


Cers 
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John Clarkfon, now or late of Prefton, 
Lancafhire. 

Thomas Bolas, of the Temple, London, 
Cornfaétor. q 

Thomas, Bolas, of the Temple, London, 
and John Robfon, of Crutched Friars, Lon- 
don, Cornfaétors. 

John Bedford, of Epping, Effex, Tallow- 
Chandler. 

Yhomas Lempriere, of Queen-Street, St. 
Mary, Aldermary, Merchant. 

James Roffer, formerly of Briftol, Butcher, 
but now or late of Trellick, Monmouthfhire, 
Timber-Merchant. 

Jof. Paine, of Catherine-Street, Strand, 
Cabinet-maker. 

ames Sherley, late of Mirfield, Yorkfhire, 
Maliter, but now of Cow-crofs-ftreet. 

Samuel Lefer, late of Liverpool, Lancashire, 
Butcher. 

Benjamin Berwicke, Calverley Berwicke, 
and Foulerand Mourgue, of Mincing-Lane, 
Merchants. 

James Shepely, late of Liverpool, Lan- 
cathire, Cornfaétor. 

John King, of Dean-Street, Soho, Mo- 
ney Scrivener 

James Duncan, of St. George, Middlefex, 
Mariner. 

James Nelfon, of Wefton-Strect, South- 
wark, Surry, Cornfactor. 

Ralph Turner, of Stone, Staffordfhire, 
Grocer. 

“ Richard Williams, of Knighton, Radnor- 
fhire, Innholder. 

Thomas Whalley, of Warrington, Lanca- 
fhire, Dealer. 

William Whitrow, of Fort-Srreet, London, 
Shag-Manufaéturer. 

Thomas Morgan, late of Gofport, Hants, 
Slopfeller. 

John Rofwell, Holborn, Money-Scrivener, 

John Millet, of Wilfden, Middlefex, Dealer 
in Horfes. 

John Read, Peter Read, and Robert Read, 
of Fordingbridge, Hants, Ca'lico-Printers. 

Jonathan Smith, of Waltham “Abbey, Ef- 
fex, Linen-Draper. . 

Thomas Fletcher, of Liverpool, Lancafter, 
Ale-Brewer. 

William Miils and Samuel Kinner, of 
Reading, Berks, Copartners, Dealers. 

Thomas Monkhoufe, and George Monk- 
houfe, of Carlifle,y Cumberland, Drapers. 
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Thomas Chapman, of Croydon, Sur, 
Miller. 7 

Thomas Carpenter, of Mile End Old Tows, 
Middiefex, Brewer. 

Henry Norgrove, of Layftall-Street, Hol. 
born, Middlefex, Brewer. 

Richard Brett, late of St. John’s-Street, 
now in thc Fleet-Prifon, Taylor. 

James Tarling, of Brown’s Well, Fnchley 
Common, Vintner. 4 

Francis Doyle, of Lower Grofvenor-Street, 
Butcher. 

Thomas Woodruff, late of Bakewell, Der. 
bythire, Miller. 

Benjamin Henfrey, now or late of Sheffield, 
Yorkfhire, Hardwareman, 

David Old, of Gracechurch-Street, Pin. 
Maker. 

George Price and William Smith, of Bir. 
mingham, Linen-Drapers. 

Francis Banks the Elder, and Francis Banks 
the Younger, of St. Alban’s, Hertfordhhire, 
Millers. 

James Baker, of Bond-Street, Stable-Keeper, 

Benjamin Williams and Benjamin Bacon, of 
Fenchurch-Buildings, Merchants. 

Acbert Hutton and John Todd, late of 
Oftend, but now of Ogle-Street, St. Mary- 
le-bone, Merchants. 

William Jewell, of Suffolk-Street, near 
Charing-Crofs, Dealer. 

John Farrell, late of Bridge-Street, Wef- 
minfter, Vintner. 

Richard Radcliffe, of Cockermouth, Cum- 
berland, Merchant. 

Thomas Tuck, of Truro, in Cornwall, 
Grocer. 

Richerd Hand, of Market Harborough, 
Leicefterfhire, Soap-Boiler. 

John Wilfon, late of Shorter’s-Courts Bar- 
tholomew the Lefs, Merchant. 

George Auguftus Chandler, of Chatham, 
Shopkceper. 

David Richardfon, late of Manchefter, Lan- 
cafhire, and John Richardfon, now or late of 
Ratcliff, in the faid County, Callico-Printers. 

Ann Partridge and William Iliff, both of 
Friday-Street, Carriers. 

Robert Wood, ‘of Broad-Street, Ratcliff- 
Crofs, Linen Draper. 

William Dermer, of the Strand, Hardware- 
mane 





ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We are forry we cannot oblige our fenfible Correfpondent Belifarius ; but we truft it will ap- 
peat obvious to him that the omiffion of his Favor has arifen from the variety of interelting 
political Matter which this Month has produced. 

An Admirer of Dr. Robertfon, Orlando's Letter, and C. C’s. Anecdete, fhall appear in out 


next. 


The Rock, the Epifile to Fidelio, Tom Tram’s Defcription, Phillis’s Complaint, X X’s Fac 


vor, and Memoirs of Gen. Reed, are received, 
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